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An Unfortunate Moe THER's 


Advice to her abſent DAU R- 
T ERS. | \ 


la a Letter to Mifs PEN MNG TO. 
My Dear Jenny, 


| FAS there any probability that 
XN aletter from me would. be 
| permitted to reach your hand 


alone, I ſhould not have choſen this 
leaſt eligible method of writing to you. 


The public is no way concerned in fa- 


mily affairs, nor ought to be made a 
party in them; but my circumſtances 
are fuch as lay me under a neceſſity of 
either communicating my ſentiments to 
the world, or concealing them from 
you, The latter would, I think, he 
the breach» of an indiſpenſable duty, 
which obliges me to wave the impro- 

priety of the former. 1 
A long train of events, of a moſt ex- 
traordinary nature, conſpired to re- 
move you very early from the tender 
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A MOTHER's ADVICE | 


care of an affetionate mother: you 
were then too young to be able to form 
any right judgment of her conduct; 
and ſince that time it is very probable, 
that it has been repreſented to you in 
the moſt unfavourable light. The ge · 
neral prejudice againſt me I never gave 
myſelf the uſeleſs trouble of any endea- 
vour to remove. I do not mean to 


* infer from hence that the opinion of o- 


thers is of no material conſequence; on 
the contrary, I would adviſe you always 
to remember, that, next to the conſci- 
ouſneſs of acting right, the public voice 
ſhould be regarded, and to endeavour, 
by a prudent behaviour, (even in the 
moſt trifling inſtances), to ſecure it in 
your favour. It was my misfortune to 
be educated in a different opinion: T 
was early and wiſely taught, that virtue 
was the one thing neceſſary, and with- 


out it no happineſs could be expected 


either in this, or in any future ſtate of 
exiſtence. | But with this good prin- 
ciple, a miſtaken one was at the ſame 


time inculcated; namely, That the felf- 


approbation ariſing from conſcious vir - 
tue was alone ſufficient, and the cen- 


- . fures of an ill-natured world, eyer rea- 
dy to calumniate, when not founded on 


truth, 


TO HER DAUGHTERS. 3 
truth, were beneath the concern of 2 
perſon whoſe actions were guided by 
theyſuperior motive of obedtence to the 
will of Heaven. This notion, ſtrongly 
imbibed before reaſon had gained ſuffi- 
cient ſtrength to diſcover its fallacy, was 
the cauſe of an inconſiderate conduct 
in my ſubſequent life, which ſtamped 
my character with a difadvantageous 
impreſſien. To you I ſpeak with the 
utmoſt ſincerity, nor will conceal 
fault that you may profit by the know- 
ledge of; and therefore freely own, that 
in my younger years, fatisfied with keep» 
ing ſtrictly within the bounds of virtue, 
] took a fooliſh pleafure in exceeding 
thoſe of prudence, and was ridiculoufly 
vain of indulging a latitude of beha- 
viour that others of my age were atraid 
of launching into. But then, injuſtice 
to myſelf, I mult at the ſame time de- 
clare; that this' frerdom was only taken 
in public company, and fo extremely 
cautious was 1 of giving what th me 
appeared any juſt ground for. cenſure, 
that Icall Heaven towitneſs, your pappa 
was the firſt man I every made any pris 
vate aſſignation with, or met in a room 
alone, nor with him, till after the moſt 
ſolemn mutual engagement, that of 
e A 2 the 


4 A MOTHER's ADVICE- 
the matrimonial ceremony, had bound 
us to each other, My behaviour en 
was ſuch, as, he has frequently 
acknowledged, fully convinced 
that I was not only. innocent of any 
criminal act, but of every vitious 
thought, and that the outward freedom 
of my deportment proceeded merely 
from great gaiety of temper, and a very 
bigh flow of ſpirits; never broke (if 
105 expreſſion may be allowed) into the 
ormal rules of decorum. To ſum up 
the whole in a few words, my private 
conduct was what the ſevereſt prude 
could not condemn; my public, ſuch as 
the moſt finiſhed coquec alone would 
have ventured upon: the latter only 
could be known to the world; and con- 
ſequently from thence, muſt their opi · 
nion be taken, which, you willeaſily ſee, 
could not be favourable to me, but, on 
| the contrary. give a general prejudice, 
that has ſince been made an argument to 
ain credit for the malicious falſchoods 
5 id to my charge. For this reaſon (con · 
vinced by a long experience that the | 
greater part of mankind are ſo apt to 
receive, and ſo. willing to retain a bad 
impreſſion, of others, that when .ſuch } 
* once eſtabliſhed, there 
| 15 
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is hardly a poſſibility through life of 
removing them) I have, for ſome years 

aft, ſilently acquieſced in the dſpen- 
Fatbas of providence, without attemp- 
ting any juſtification of myſelf ; and 
being canſcious that the infamous al- 
perſions caſt on my character were not 
founded on truth, have ſat down con- 
tent with the certainty of an open and 
perfect acquittal of all vitious diſpoſi- 
tions, or criminal conduct at that great 
day when all things ſhall appear as they 
really are, and both our actions, and 
the moſt fecret motives of them, be 
made manifeſt to men and angels. Had 
your pappa been amongft the number 
of thoſe who were deceived by appear- 
ances, I ſhould have thought it my duty 
to leave no method uneſſayed to clear 
my ſelf in his opinion; —but that was 
not the caſe. He knows that many of 
thoſe appearances urged againſt me, 


were given, not only under his direc- 


tron, but. by his abſolute command, 
(which, contrary. to reaſon, and m 

own intereſt, I was, for more than twelve 
years, weak enough implicitly to obey); 
and that others, even ſince our ſepara- 
tion, were occaſioned by ſome particu-- 
lar. inſtances of his behaviour, which 
8 8 rendered. 
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rendered it impoſſible for me to act with 
ſafety in any other manner, To.him I 


appeal for the truth of this aſſertion, 


Who is conſcious of the meaning, that 
may hereafter be explained to you. 
Eerfectly acquainted with my princi- 
ples and natural diſpoſition, his heart, 
Lam convinced, never here condemned 
me. Being greatly incenſed that my 
father's will gave to me an independent 
tortune, which will he imagined I was 
acceſſary to, or at leaſt could have pre- 
vented; he was. thereby laid. open to 
the arts of deſigning men, who having 
their own intereſt ſolely in view, work= 
ed him up into a deſire of revenge, 
and from thence (upon probable cir- 
cumſtances) into a public accuſation ;. 
though that was ſupported only, by the 
fingle. teflimony of a perſon, whoſe 
known-falſehoad had made him a thou- 
ſand times declare, that he would not 
credit her oath in the moſt triff ing inci- 
dent;. yet, when he was diſappointed of 
the additional evidence he might have 
been flattered with the hope of obrain- 
ing,——it. was too late to recede.—— 
This I ſincerely believe to be the truth of 
the caſe, though I too well know his /eng- 


_ crous temper to expect a preſent juſtifi: 


cation; 
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cation; but whenever he arrives on the 
verge of eternity, if reaſon holds her 
place to that awful moment, and religi- 
on has any power on his heart, I make 
no doubt, he will then acquit me to his 
children, and with truth confeſs that no 
part of my. behaviour to him ever de- 
ſerved the treatment I have met with. 
Sorry am I to be under. the neceſſi- 
ty of pointing out faults in the conduct 
of another, which are perhaps long ſince 
repented of, and ought then to be as 
much forgot as they are moſt truly for- 
given, Heaven knows,. that ſo far from 
retaining any degree of reſentment in 
my. heart, the perſon breathes not whom 
Lwiſh to hurt, or. to whom I would not 
this moment render every, ſervice in my 
power. The injuries by me ſuſtained, had 
Ino children, ſhould contentedly be bu- 
ried in ſilence till the great day of retribu- 
tion; but the falſe impreſſions which, by 
ſuch ſilence, might be fixed on your mind 
and thoſe of your brothers and ſiſters, 
whom I include with you, it is incum- 
bent on me, in juſtice to you, to them, 
and to myſelf, as far as poſſible, to ef- 
face. To this end ät will be neceſſary 
to enter into a circumſtantial. hiſtory of 
near fifteen years, full ot incidents of a 

A 4 nature 
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nature ſo uncommon as to be fcarcely 
credible, which J am convinced will ef- 
fectually clear me, in your opinions, of 
the imputations I now lie under, and 
prove, almoſt to a demonſtration, the 
true cauſe of thoſe proceedings againft 
me that were couched under pretended 
motives, as injurious to my reputation 
as they were falſe in themſelves. But 
this muſt be deferred ſome time longer; 
you are all yet too young to enter into 
things of this kind, or to judge properly 
of them. When a few years ſhall, by 
ripening your underſtandings, remove 
this objection, you ſhall be informed of 
the whole truth without diſguiſe or par- 
tiality.—Till then ſuſpend your belief 
of all that may have reached your ears 
with regard to me, and wait the know. 
ledge of thoſe facts my future Jerter 
will reveal for your information. 
Tous much 1 thought it neceſſa 
to premiſe concerning myſelf, thoug! 
foreign to the deſign of this epiſtle, 
which is only to remind you, that you 
have ſtill an affectionate mother, an- 
xious for your welfare, to give you ſome 
advice with regard to your conduct in 
life, —and to lay down a few precepts 
that, if attended to, will in the beſt 
2 3 manner 
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manner in my power ſupply the depri- 
vation of a conſtant, tender, maternal 


care. The addrefs is to you in parti- 


cular, your ſiſters being yet too young 
to receive it but my intention for che | 


equal ſervice of you all. 


Lob are juſt entering, my — girl, 8 


into a world full of deceit and falſe- 


hood, where few. perſons or = ap- 


pear as they really are: vice hides her 


deformity with the borrowed- gatb of 


virtue; and though diſcernible by the 
unbecoming awkwardneſs of her de- 


portment under it; paſſes on thouſands 
undetected; every preſent pleaſure u- 


ſurps the name of happineſs, and as 


ſuch deceives the unwary purſuer; thus 
one general maſk+ diſguiſes the whole, 


truth. Thrice happy thoſe whoſe do- 


and it requires a long experience, and a 
penetrating judgment, to diſcover the 


cile tempers improve the inſtructions 


of maturer age, and thereby attain 


ſome degree of: this neceſſary know- 
ledge, while it may beichiefly uſeful i in 
directing their conduct. 


TR turn your mind now rakes, fixes : 


on 


the happineſs or miſery: of your whole 


future life; and I am too nearly con- 


rerned for your welfare, not to be moſt 


2 A 5 ſolicitouſly - 
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folicitouſly anxious, that you may ear- 
ly be led into ſo juſt a way of thinking 
as will be productive of a prudent, ra- 
tional behaviour, and ſecure to yourſelf 
a laſting felicity. Vou was old enough; 
before our ſeparation, to convince me 
that heaven had not denied you a 
natural underſtanding, which, properly 
cultivated, will ſet you above chat tri- 


fling difpoſition too common among the 


female world, that makes youth ridicu- 
lous, maturity inſignificant, and old age 
contempuble. It is therefore needleſs to 
enlarge on that head, ſince good ſenſe 
is there the beſt adviſer, and without it 
all admonitions or directions on the ſub- 
ject would be as fruitleſs as to lay down 
rules for an idiot not to act toaliſhly. 

There is no room to doubt but that 
ſufficient care will be taken to give you 
a polite education; but a religious one 1s 
of ſtill greater conſequence; neceſſary as 
the former is toward your making a pro- 
per figure in the world, and being well 
accepted in it; the latter is yet more ſo, 
as that only can ſecure to you the appro- 
bation of the greateſt and beſt of beings, 
on whoſe favour depends youreverlaſting 
happineſs. Let, therefore, your duty 


to o God be ever the darſt and principal 


object 
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object of your care. As your creator 
and governor, he claims adoration and 
obedience; as your father and friend, 
ſubmiſſive duty and affect ion. Remem- 
ber, that from this common parent of the 
univerſe you received your life, that to 
his general providence you owe the con- 
tiauance of: it, and to his bounty, all 
the health, caſe, advantages, or enjoy - 

ments which help to 'make that life. a- 
greeable... A ſeuſe of benefits received 
naturally inſpires a gtateful diſpoſition, 
with a deſire of mak ing ſome ſuitable 

returns. All that can here be made for 
innumerable favours every moment be- 

ſtowed, is a thankful. acknowledgment, a 
and a willing obedience; in theſe be 
never wanting. Make it an invariable 
rule, to begin and end the day with a ſo- 
Jemn addreſs. to the Deity; I mean not 
by this, what is commonly with too 
much propriety called ſaying, of prayers, - 
vi. a cuſtomary repetition. ofa few good 
words without either devotion or atten- 
tion, than which nothing is more inex- 

cuſable and affrontive; it is the homage 
of the heart that can alone be accepted. 
Expreſſions of our abſolute dependence 
and entire reſignation, thankſgiving for 


the. mercies already received, petitions + 


A 6 3 for- 


of a Being who is in himſelf invariable, 
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for thoſe bleſſings it is fit for us to pray 
for, and interceſſions for all out fellow- 
creatures, compoſe the principal parts 
of this duty; which may be compriſed 
in very few words, or more enlarged up- 
on as the circumſtances of time and dif- 
poſition may render moſt fuitable; for 
it is not the length, but the fincerity and 
attention of our prayers that will make 
them efficacious. A good heart joined 
to a tolerable underſtanding, will ſeldom 
be at a loſs for-proper words with which 
to clothe theſe fentiments; and all per- 
ſons being beſt acquainted with their 
own particular circumſtances, may rea- 
ſonably be fuppoſed beſt qualified for 
adapting their petitions and acknow- 
ledgments to them: but for thoſe who 
are of a different opinion, there are many 
excellent forms of. prayer already com» 


poſed: among theſe none that I know 


of, are equal to Dr. Hoadley's, (the 


preſent Biſhop of Wincheſter), which 1 


recommend to your peruſal and uſe; m 
the preface to which you will find better 


inſtructions on this head than I am ea- 


pable of giving, and to thoſe I refer you. 
It is acknowledged, that our petitions 
cannot in any degree alter the intentions 


and 
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and without a-poffibility of change; all 
that can be expected from them is, that: 
by bettering ourſelves they will render us. 
more proper objects of his favourable 
regard: and this muſt neceſſarily be the 
reſult of a ſerious, regular, and conſtant: 
diſcharge of this branch of our duty; 
for it is ſcarcely poſſible to offer up our 
fincere and fervent devotions to heaven, 
every morning and evening; without lea- 
ving on our minds ſuch uſeful impreſ- 
ſions as will naturally difpoſe us to a rea- 
dy and chearful — and inſpire 
a fihal fear of offending, - the bett ſe- 
curity virtue can have Therefore, 
as you value your own happineſs, let not 
the force of bad examples ever lead you - 
into an habitual diſuſe of ſecret prayer; 
or an unpardonable negligence fo far pre- 
vail, as to reſt ſatisfied with a formal, 
cuſtomary, i inattentive repetitionof ſume 
weil choſen words: let your heart and 
attention always go with your lips; and 
experience will ſoon convince you, that 
this permiſſion of addreſſing the ſupreme 
Being is the moſt valuable prerogative 
of human nature, the chief, nay, the 
only fupport under all the diſtreſſes and 
calamities this ſtate of ſin and miſery is 
liable to; the higheſt rational ſatis - 
faction 
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faction the mind is capable of, on this ſide - 
the grave, and the beſt preparative for 
{everlaſting happineſs beyond it. This 
is a duty ever in your on power, and 
therefore you only will be culpable by 
the omiſſion. Public: worſhip may not 
always be ſo; but. whenever it is, do 
not willfully negle& the ſervice of the 
church, atleaſt on Sundays; and let your 
behaviour / there be adapted to the ſa- 
lemnity of the place, and the intention 
of the meeting. Regard neither the ac- 
tions nor dreſs: of others; let not your 
eyes rove in ſearch of acquaintance; but 
in the time- of divine ſervice avoid, as 
much as poſſible, all complimental civi- 
lities, of which there are too great an in- 
tercourſe in moſt of our churches. Ro- 
member that your only buſineſs there is 
to pay a ſolemn act of devotion to al- 
mighty God, and let every part of your 
conduct be ſuitable to this great end. 
F If you hear a good ſermon, treaſure it 
. in your memory, that you may reap all 
| | the benefit it was capable of imparting; . 
 -5f but an indifferent one, - there muſt 
be ſome good. things in it, retain thoſe, 
and let the remainder be wk in obli- 
vion. Ridicule not the preacher, who 
— no doubt has done his beſt, and is rather 
the 


— K : —Eᷣ— — 


-- 


the object of pity, than contempt, for 
having been placed in a ſituation of life 


which his talents were not equal to, and 
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may perhaps be a good man, thaugh no 


great orator, I would alſo recommend 
to you the early and frequent partici- 


. 


pation” of the « _communion, (or, what is 


commonly g called Teceiving the ſacra- 
ment), as the indiſpenſable duty of eve- 
ry chriſtian, There is no inſfitution of 
our religion, more ſimple, plain, and 
intelligible than this is, as delivered to 
us by our Saviour; and moſt of the ela- 
borate treatiſes wrote, ſince his time, on 
the ſubject, have ſerved only to puzzle 


and diſturb weak minds, by throwing 


the dark veil of ſuperſtition and human 
invention over a plain poſitivecommand 
given by him in- io explicit a manner as 


to be eaſily comprehended by the mean- 


eſt capacity, and which it is doubtleſs 


in the power of all his ſincere followers 


to pay an acceptable obedience to. No- 
thing has more contributed to the ne- 
glect of this duty than the numerous well- 
meaning books that have been wrote to 
injoin a month's, or a week's preparation, 
as previouſly neceſſary to the due per- 


formance of it; by this means, filling the 
minds of many with needleſs terror, put- 


ting 


5 
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cuſable, at any time, to turn our backs 
upon the table we ſee prepared for that 


only true preparation for this; and every 


take, than to ſuppoſe, that a few days 
or weeks ſpent in humiliation and prayer 


to the Deity, or the better fitted for 
any one inſtance of that duty which mutt . 
be univerſally. paid, to be either a 
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ting it even out of the power of ſome to 
receive it at all, and inducing great 
numbers to reſt ſatisfied with doing it 
only once or twice in a year, on ſome 

tiigh feſtival; whereas it was certainly 
the conſtant cuſtom of the apoſtles and 
primitive chriſtians, on every Sunday; 
and ought to be received by us as often 
as it is adminiſtered in the church we: 
frequent, (Which in moſt places is but 

onte in a month), Nor dof think it ex- 


oſe, on pretence of not be ing fir to 
partake worthily of iti The beſt, the — 


other part of religious duty; is a good 
and virtuous life, by which the mind is 
conſtantly kept in ſuch a devotional ! 
frame, as to require but a little recollec- - 
tion, to be ſuited to any particular act 
of worſhip or obedience that may occa - 

ſronally happen; and without that there 
cannot be a greater, or more fatal. mil- - 


will render us at all the more acceptable 


ved. 
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ſelves. I would not therefore adviſe you 
to read any of thoſe weekly preparatives 
which are too apt to lead the mind into 
error, by teaching it to reſt in a mere 
ſhadow of piety, wherein there is no- 
thing rationally ſatisfactory. The beſt 


book 1 have ever met with on the ſub - 
je is the Biſhop of Winchefter's plain 


account of the nature and end of the ſa - 
crament of the Lord's ſupper, (to which 


the prayers before mentioned are annex- 


ed). This is well worth your careful 
_ perufal; the defign of the inftirution is 

there folly explained, agreeable both to 
fcripture and'reafon, ftript of all that veil 


of myſtery which has dern induſtrioufly 


thrown over it by defi ping or miſtakeh 
men, and laid as plai w open to eve 
capacity as it was at firſt left us by ou} 


great Maſter.” Read this book md due 


attention, you will there find every necef- 
ſary inſtruction concerning the rite, and 
every reaſonable inducement to the con- 


ſtant and conſcientious performance of it. 


THz ſincere practice of theſe religious 
duties naturally teads to the proper diſ- 
charge of the ſocial ones, which» may be 


all Omptebende r in that one great ge- 
neral rule, of doing unto others as you 
would 


ved by him, or advantageous to our- 


* 


* 


* 
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would they ſhould do unto you; but 
of theſe more particularly hereafter. I 


ſhall firſt give you my advice concerning 


employment, it being of great moment 
to ſet out in life in ſuch a method as 
may be uſeful to yourſelf and beneficial 


to others. Time 1s invaluable; its loſs ir- 
retrievable! The remembrance of having 
made an ill uſe of it, muſt be one of the 
ſharpeſt tortures to thoſe who are on the 


brink of eternity ! and what can yield a 


more unpleaſing retroſpect, than whole 


years idled away in an irrational inſigni- 


ficant manner} examples of Which are 


continually before our eyes, Look on. 
every. day, as a blank ſheer. of paper put 


into your hands to be filled up; remem- 


ber the characters will remain to endleſs 


\y 


ayes, and can never. be expunged; be-- 


careful therefore not to write any thing 
but what you: way read with pleaſure a 


thouſand. years henee. I would not be 


underſtood. in a ſenſe fo ſtrict as might 
debar you from any innocent amuſement 
ſuitable to your. age, and agreeable to. 
your inclination. Diverſions properly re- 


zulated, are not only, allowable, they are 
ſolutely neceſſaty to youth, and are 
never ctinunal but when taken to ex- 
ceſs; that is, when they ingroſs the 


whole. 
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whole thought, are made the chief bu- 
ſineſs of life, give a diſtaſte to every 
valuable employment; and by a ſort of 
infatuation leave the mind in a ſtate of 
reſtleſs impatience from the concluſion 
of one till the commencement of ano- 
ther. This is the unfortunate diſpoſition 
of many: guard moſt carefully againſt 
it; for nothing can be attended with 
more pernicious conſequences. A little 
obſervation. will convince you, that 
there is not, amongſt the human ſpe- 
cies, a ſet of more miſerable beings 
than thoſe who cannot live out.of a 
conſtant ſucceſſion of diverſions: theſe 
people have no comprehenfion of the 
more ſatisfactory pleaſures to be found in 
retirement. Thought is inſupportable to 
them, and conſequently ſolitude muſt be 
intolerable; they are a burden to them- 
ſclves, and a peſt to their acquaintance 
by vainly ſeeking for 1 in com- 
pany where they are ſeldom acceptable. 
1 fay vaioly, for true happineſs exiſts 
only in the mind, nothing foreign can- 
give it. The utmoſt to be attained by 
what is called a gay life, is a ſhort 
forgetfulneſs of miſery to be felt with 
accumulated anguiſh in every interval 
of reflection. This reftleſs temper is. 


s frequently, 


» << —— eee 
— OO OO . — — 
— — 


— — — — — — —ͤ 


* AER — . ᷑rʃ7⅛)) „„ RPA ee et ne 


— — 


— 


+> —— 


— NC 


20 A MOTHER's ADVICE 


frequently the product of a too eager 
purſuit of pleaſure in the early part of 
ife, to the neglect of thoſe valuable im- 
provements which would lay the foun- 
dation of a more ſohd and permanent 

| Felicity, Youth is the feaſon for di- 
verſions; but it is alſo the ſeaſon for 
acquiring knowledge, for fixing uſeful 
habits, and laying in a ſtock of ſuch 
well-choſen materials, as may grow into 


a ſerene | happineſs, that will increaſe 1 


with every added year of life, and bloom 
in the fulleſt ection at. the decline 
of it. The great art of education con- 
fiſts in aſſigning to each its propet 
place, in ſuch a manner that the one 

all never become irkſome by in- 
trenching on the other. Our ſeparation 
Having taken from me the pleaſing taſk * 
of endeavouring, to the beſt of my a- 
bility, to ſuit them occaſionally, as 
might be moſt conducive both to your 
profit and pleaſure, it only remains to- 
give you general rules, which accidents 
may make it neceſſary ſometimes to va- 
ry. That muſt be left to your own diſ- 
cretion; and ] am convinced you have 
a ſufficient ſhare of underſtanding, to 
be very capable of making ſuch caſual 
Fa Dus Th regulations. 
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regulations advantageouſly to yourſelf 
:f the inclination is not wanting. 

Ir is an excellent method to appro- 
priate the morning wholly to improve- 
ment; the afternoon may then be al- 
lowed to diverſions, Under the laſt head 
I place company, books of the humour- 
ous kind, and entertaining productions 
of the needle, as well as plays, balls, 
cards, &c. which more commoaly go 
by that.name. From dinner till ſupper 


may be variouſly by theſe employed, 


with innocence and propriety ; but let 
none of them ever be ſuffered to.intrude 
on the former part of the day, which 
ſhould be always devoted to more uſe- 
ful employments. One half-hour ei- 
ther before, or immediately after 
breakfaſt, I would have you conſtantly 
give to the attentive peruſal of ſome ra- 
tionally pious author, or ſome part of 
the New Teſtament; which laſt, and 
indeed the whole ſcripture, you ought 


to make yourſelf perfectly acquainted 


with, as the baſis on which your religi - 
on is founded. This practice you will 
reap more real benefit from, than can 
be ſuppoſed by thoſe who have never 
made the experiment. The other hours 


may be divided amongſt thoſe neceſſaty 


and 
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and polite acquiſitions which are ſuit- 
able to your ſex, age, and rank in 
Hife. Study your own language tho- 
roughly, that you may ſpeak correctly, 
and write grammatically, Do not con- 
tent yourſelf with the common uſe of 
words, which cuſtom has taught you from 
the cradle, but learn from whence they 
are derived, and what are their proper ſig- 


nifications. French you ought to be aa 


well acquainted with as Engliſh; and I- 
talian might without much difficulty be 
added. Acquire a good knowledge of 
hiſtory ; that of your own country firſt, 
then of the other European nations. 
Read them, not with a view to amuſe, 
but to improve your mind; and to that 
end make reflections on what you have 
read, which may be uſeful to yourſelf, 
and render your converſation agreeable 
to others. Learn ſo much of geography, 
as to form a juſt idea of thoſe places you 
read of; this will make hiſtory more 
entertaining to you. It is neceſſary for 
you to be perfect in the firſt four rules 
of arithmetic; more you can never have 
occaſion for, and the mind ſhouid not 
be burthened with needleſs application. 
Muſic and 'drawing are accompliſh- 
ments well worth the trouble of attain- 

| ing, 


TO HER DAUGHTERS. 23 


ing, if your inclination and genius lead 
to either; if not, do not attempt 


| them; for it will be only much time 


and great labour unprofitably thrown a- 
way; it being next to impoſſible to 


arrive at any degree of perfection in 


thoſe arts, by the dint of perſeverance 
only, if a good ear and a native ge- 
nius are wanting. The ſtudy of natu- 


ral philoſophy you will find both plea- 


ſing and inſtructive; pleaſing from the 
continual new diſcoveries to be made 
of the innumerably various beauties 
of nature, (a moſt agreeable gratifi- 
cation of that defire of knowledge 
wiſely implanted in the human mind) ; 
and inſtructive, as thoſe diſcoveries 
lead to the contemplation of the 

t Author of nature, whoſe wiſdom 
and goodneſs ſo confpicuouſly ſhine 
through all his works, that it is impoſ- 
ſible to reflect ſeriouſly on them, with- 
out admiration and gratitude. 

Tnksz, my dear, are but a few of 
thoſe mental improvements I would re- 
commend to you. Indeed there is no 
branch of knowledge that your capacity 
is equal to, and you bave an opportu- 
nity of acquiring, which I think cught 
to be neglected. It has been objected 

| _ againſt 
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inſt all female learning, beyond that 

of houſehold oeconomy, that it tends 
only to fill the minds of the ſex with a 
conceited vanity, which ſets them a- 
bove their proper buſineſs, occaſions an 


- . indifference to, if not a total neglect of 


their family affairs, and ſerves only ta 
render them uſeleſs wives, and imperti- 
nent companions. It muſt be confeſſ- 
ed, that ſome reading ladies have given 
but too much cauſe for this objection; 
and could it be proved to hold good 
throvghout the ſex, it would certainly 
be right to confine their improvements 
within the narrow limits. of the nurſery, 
the kitchen, and the confeRionary : 
but I believe it will, upon examination, 
be found, that ſuch ill conſequences 
proceed chiefly from too great an imbe- 
cillity of mind to be capable of much 
enlargement, or from a mere affectation 


of knowledge void of all reality. Vani- 


ty is never the reſult of underſtanding, 
A ſenſible woman will ſoon be convin- 
ced, that all the learning her utmoſt ap- 
E can make her miſtreſs of, will 
e, from the difference of education, 
in many points inferior to that of a 
ſchoolboy. This reflection will heep 
her always humble, and be an fun} 
- chec 
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check to that loquacity which renders 
ſome women ſuch inſupportable com- 
panions. | | f 

Tat management of all domeſtic af- 
fairs is certainly the proper buſineſs of 
woman; and unfaſhionably ruſtic as 
ſuch an aſſertion may be thought, it is 
certainly not beneath the dignity of any 
lady, however high her rank, to know 
2X how to educate her children, to govern 
her ſervants, to order an elegant table 
with ceconomy, and to manage her 
whole family wich prudence, regularity, 
and method; if in theſe ſhe is defec- 
tive, whatever may be her attainments_ 
in any other kinds of knowledge, ſhe 
will act out of character, and, by not 
moving in her proper ſphere, become 
rather the object of ridicule than ap- 
probation. But I believe it may with 
truth be affirmed, that the neglect of 
theſe domeſtic concerns has much more 
frequently proceeded trom an exorbi- 
tant love of diverſions, a ridiculous 
fondneſs for dreſs and gallantry, or a 
miſtaken pride that has placed them in 
a ſervile light, fit only for the employ- 
ment of dependents, and below the at- 
tention of a fine lady, than from too 
great an attachment to mental improve- 
B ments. 
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ments. Yet. from whatſoever cauſe 
ſuch a neglect proceeds, it is equally un- 
juſtifiable. If any thing can be urged 
in vindication of a cuſtom unknown 
to our anceſtors, which the prevalence 
of faſhion has. made ſo general amongſt 
the modern ladies, I mean, that of 
committing to the care and diſcreti- | 
onary power of diſſerent ſervants, the 
ſole management of their family af. 
fairs; nothing certainly can be al- 
ledged in defence of ſuch an igno- 
rance in things of this nature as ren- 
ders a lady incapable of giving proper 
directions on all occaſions; an igno- 
rance which, in ever ſo exalted a ſtation, 
will render her contemptible even to 
thoſe ſervants on whoſe underſtanding 
and fidelity ſhe, in fact, becomes depen- 
dent for the regularity of her houſe, the 
ropriety, elegance, and frugality of 
e table; which laſt article is ſeldom 
regarded by ſuch ſort of people, who too 
frequently impoſe on thoſe by whom they 
are thus implicitly truſted. Make your- 
ſelf, therefore, ſo thoroughly acquainted 
with the moſt proper method of con- 
ducting a family, and the neccflary ex- 
penſe which every article, in proportion 
to their number, will occaſion, that you 
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may come to a reaſonable certainty of not 
being materially deceived, without the 
ridiculous drudgery of followihg your 
ſervants at the heels, and contempribly 
peeping into every obſcure corner of your 
houſe. Nor is this at all difficult to at- 
tain, it requiring nothing more than an 
attentive obſervation. It is of late, in moſt 
great families, become too much the cu- 
¶ſtom to be long upon the books of every 
tradeſman they employ. To aſſign- a 
reaſon for this is foreign to my purpoſe; 
but am certain it would, in general, be 
better both for themſelves and the people 
they deal with, never to be on them at 
all. And what difficulty oft inconveni- 
ence can ariſe, in a well: regulated fami- 
ly, from commiſſioning the ſtt ward or 
houſe-keeper to pay for every thing at 
the time of its being brought in? This 
obſolete practice (though in itſelf very 
laudable) is not at preſent, and per- 
haps never may again, be authoriſed 
by faſhion; however, let it be a rule 
with you to contract as few debts as 
poſſible. Moſt things are to be purcha- 
ſed both better in their kind and at a 
lower price, by paying for them at the 
time of purchaſing. But, if to avoid the 
ſuppoſed trouble of frequent trifling 
B 2 diſburſements, 
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diſburſements, you chuſe to have the 
I:fler articles thrown together in a bill, 
let a note of the quantity and price be 
brought with every ſuch parcel; file 
theſe notes, compare them with the bill 
when delivered in, and let ſuch bills be 
regularly paid every quarter : for it is 
not reaſonable to expect that a tradeſ- 
man ſhould give longer credit, without 

making up the intereſt of his money by 
an advanced price on what he ſells; 
and, be aſſured, if you find it inconveni- 
ent to pay at the end of three months, 
that inconvenience muſt ariſe from li- 
ving at too great an expenſe, and will 
conſequently increaſe in ſix months, 
and grow ſtil] greater at the end of the 
year, By making ſhort payments you 
will become the ſooner ſenſible of ſuch a 
miſtake, and find it at firſt more eaſy to 
retrench any ſupernumeraries, than after 
having been long habituated to them, 


If your houle is ſuperintended by, and 


your ſervants accountable to an houſe- 
keeper, let her be accountable to your- 
felf, and entirely governed by your di- 
rections; carefully examine her bills, 
and ſuffer no extravagancies or unneceſ- 
tary articles to paſs unnoticed; let theſe 
bills be brought to you every morning, 

| what 
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what they contain will then be eafily re- 
collected without burthening your me- 
mory ; your accounts being ſhort will 
be adjuſted with leſs trouble and more 
exactneſs. Should you at any time have 
an upper ſervant whoſe family and edu- 
cation were ſuperior to that ſtate of ſub- 
jection, which ſucceeding misfortunes: 
may have reduced her to, ſuch ought 
to be treated with peculiar indulgence ;. 
if ſhe has underſtanding enough to be 
converſible, and humihty enough al- 
ways to keep her proper diſtance, leſſen, 
as much as poſſible, every painful re- 
membranee of former proſpeRts, by 
looking on ber as an humble friend, 
and making her an occaſional compa- 
nion. But never deſcend to converſe 
with thofe whoſe birth, education, and 
early views in life, were not ſuperior to 
a ſtate of fervitude; their minds are 
ſuited to their ſtation; intoxicated by 
any degree of familiarity, they become 
uſeleſs and impertinent.— The habit 
very many ladies have contracted of 
talking to, and conſulting with their 
women, has ſo ſpoiled that ſer of ſer- 
vants, that few of them are to be met 
with, who do not commence their ſer- 

. vice 
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vice, by giving their unaſked opinion 
of your perſon, dreſs, or management, 
artfully conveyed in the too generally 
accepted vehicle of flattery.; and, if al- 
lowed in this, will next proceed to of- 
fer their ridiculous advice on any occa- 
ſion that may. happen to diſcompoſe or. 
ruffle your temper. Check the firſt ap- 
pearance of ſuch impertinence, by a re- 
primand ſufficicntly ſevere to prevent a 
repetition of it. Giye your orders in a. 
plain diſtinct manner, with good na- 
ture, joined to. a ſteadineſs that will 
ſhew they muſt. be punctually obeyed. 
Treat all your domeſtics with ſuch mild - 


neſs and affability, that you may be ſer- 


ved rather out of affection than fear: 
let them live happily under you; give 
them leiſure for their own buſineſs, 
time for innocent recreation, and more 
eſpecially for attending the public ſer- 


vice of the church; without which you 


have no right to expect the diſcharge of 
that owing to yourſelf; when wrong, 


tell them ealmly of their faults; if they 
amend not afier two or three ſuch re- 


bukes, diſmiſs them; but never de- 

ſcend to paſſion and ſcolding, which is 

inconſiſtent with a good I | 
| a 
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and beneath the dignity of a gentlewo- 
man. Be very exact in your hours; 
without which there can be no order in 
your family, I mean thoſe of rifing,. 
eating, Cc. Require from your ſervants 
nctuality in theſe; and never be 
yourſelf the cauſe of breaking through 
the rules you have laid down, by defer- 
ring breakfaſt, putting back rhe dinner, 
or letting it grow col on the table, to- 
wait your dreſſing; a cuſtom by which 
many ladies introduce confuſion, and- 
bring their orders into neglect. Be al- 
ways dreſſed, at leaſt, half an hour be- 
fore dinner. — . Having mentioned 
this important article, I muſt be allow- 
ed a little digreſſion on the ſubject. 
Whatever time is taken up in dreſs, 
beyond. what is neceſſary to decency 
and cleanlineſs, may be looked upon- 
(ro ſay no worſe) as a vacuum in life, 
entirely loſt. By decency, I mean ſuch 
an habit as is ſuitable to your rank and 
fortune. An ill · placed finery, inconſiſtent 
with either, is not ornamental, but ri- 
diculous. A compliance with faſhion, 
ſo far as to avoid the affectation of ſin · 
gularity, is neceſſary; but to run into 
the extreme of faſhions, more eſpecially: 
thoſe which are inconyenient, is the- 
B. 4. certain: 
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certain proof of a weak mind. Have a 
better opinion of yourſelf, than to ſup- 


| Poſe you can receive any additional me- 


rit from the adventitious ornaments of 
dreſs, Leave the ſtudy of the toilet to 
thoſe adapted to it; I mean to that in- 
ſignificant ſet of females, whoſe whole 
life, from the cradle to the coffin,” is 
but a varied. ſcene of trifling, and whoſe 
intellectuals fit them not for any thing 
beyond it. Such may be allowed to 
paſs whole mornings at their looking+ 
glaſs, in the important buſineſs of ſuit- 
ing a ſet of ribands, adjuſting: a fe 
curls, or determining the poſition of a 
patch; one, perhaps, of their moſt in- 


nocent ways of idling.——But let as fmall 


a portion of your time as poſſible be 
taken'up in dreſſing. Be always per- 
fectly clean and near, both in your 
perſon and cloaths, equally ſo wben a- 
lone, as in company. Look upon all 
beyond this, as immaterial in itſelf, a- 
ny farther than as the different ranks 
of mankind have made ſome diſtinction 
in habit generally eſteemed neceflary - 
and remember, that it is never; the 
dreſs, however ſumptuous, which re- 
flects dignity and honour on the perſon; 
ws thy 5.4%; ; is * 
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it is the rank and merit of the perſon : 
that gives conſequence to the dreſs. 
Bor to return: It is your own ſtea- 
dineſs and example of regularity that a- 
lone can preſerve uninterrupted order 
in your family. If by forgetfulneſs or 
inattention you at any time ſuffer your 
commands to be diſobeyed with impu- 
nity,-your ſervants will grow upon ſuch 
neglect into an habit of careleſſneſs, till 
repeated: faults, of which this is pro- 
perly the ſource, rouſe you into anger, 
which an. even hand would never have 
made: neceſſary. Be not whimſical or- 
capricious in your likings; approve with 
judgment, and condemn with reaſon; 
that acting right may be as certainly the 
means of obtaining your favour, as the 
cantrary of incurriog your diſpleaſure. 
Frou what has been ſaid you will 

ſee, that, in order to the proper diſcharge 
of your domeſtic duties, it is abſolutely . 
neceſſary for you to have a perfect 

knowledge: of every branch of houſe- 
hold ceconomy, without which you can 
neither correct what is wrong, approve 
what is right, or give directions with 

propriety. It is the want of this know- 
ledge that reduces many a fine lady's fa- 
mily to a ſtate of the utmoſt confuſion 
B 5 and 
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and diſorder on the ſudden removal of 
a managing ſervant, till the place is ſup- 
plied by a ſucceſſor of equal ability. 
How much out of character, hew-ridi- 
eulous muſt a miſtreſs of a family ap- 
pear, who is entirely incapable of giv- 
ing practical orders on ſuch an occaſi- 
on! Let that never be your caſe. Re- 
member, my dear, this is the only: 
proper temporal buſineſs aſſigned you by: 
| Providence: and in a thing ſo indiſpen- 
ſably needful, fo eaſily attained, and 
where ſo little ſtudy or application is ne- 
ceſſary to arrive at the moſt commend. 
able degree of it, the want even of per- 
fection is almoſt inexcuſable. Make your - 
ſelf miſtreſs of the theory, that you may 
be able, the more readily, to reduce it 
into practice; and when you have a fa- 
mily to command, let the care of that 
always employ your principal attention, 
and every part of it be ſubjected to 
your own inſpection. If you riſe early, 
(a cuſtom 1 hope you have not left off 
ſince you was-with.me), waſte no unne- 
ceſſary time in dreſſing, and conduct 
your houſe in a regular method. You 
will find many vacant hours unfilled up 
by this material buſineſs ; and no objec- 
tion can lie againſt employing thoſe in 
fuch improvements of the mind as — 
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moſt ſuitable to your genius and incli- 

nation. 1, belicve. no man of under- 
ſtanding will think, that under ſuch re- 

gulations a woman will either make a 
leſs agreeable companion, a leſs. uſeful 
wife, a leſs careful mother, or a worſe 
miſtreſs. of a family, for all the addi- 
tional knowledge her induſtry and ap- 

plication can acquire. | 

Tn morning. being always thus ad- 
vantageoully. engaged, the latter part of 
the day may, as 1 before ſaid, be given 
to relaxation and amuſement. Some of 
them may be very agreeably, and not 
unuſefully employed by entertaining 
books; a few. of which, together with 
ſome of a religious and inſtructive 
kind, are annexed, as a ſpecimen of the 
ſort I would recommend to your per- 
uſal “. Novels. and romances never give 


not: 0 47: yourſclt - 
Tillotſon's 3 ' Rapio's bit, of Eng. 

- Hoadly's ' f '  Hook's or Echard's + 
Sherlock's þ ſermons; Roman hiſtory, 
Clarkes © Salmon's univerſ; hiR, -- 
Seed's ' =» Potter's antiquities, ' 


Locke, Woollaſton, Kennet's antiquities, 
Maſon on ſelf: knowledge The Spectaters, 


Seneca's morals, . The Guardians, 
Cicero's wor ks; Thomſon's ſeaſons; * - 
Collier's Antoninus, Pope's tranſlation + of 
EpiQetus, - _ " Homer's Iliad - and 


Pope's eſſay on man, Odyſſey, &c; 
1 By 


5 A MOTHER ADVICE 
yourſelf the trouble of reading” Though” 
many of them contain ſom ber, 808 
morals, they are not worth yn out 
of the rubbiſh intermixed ; like 
ſearching for a few ſmall A0 a>” 
mongſt mountains of dirt and traſh, - 
which when found, are too inconſider- 
able to avſwer the 'pains of coming at 
them. Ridiculous as theſe fiftitious tales 
generally are, they are fo artfully ma- 
naged as to excite an idle curioſity to 
fee the concluſion; by which means the 
reader is drawn on, through a'tirefome 
length of fooliſh adventures, to the 
common cataſtrophe of a wedding, or 
ſometimes a funeral; from which uſe- 


leſs knowledge neither pleaſure nor pro- 
fit accrues. The beſt J have met with 
of theſe kind of writings, to ſay no 
worſe, it is little better than the Io of 
time to peruſe: but ſome of them have 
more pernicious nn for by 


By theſe you * form a judgment of that 
ſort of reading that will be both uſeful and en- 
tertaining to you. In the ſetmons, the practical 
ones ot each author are meant. Our rule ot faith 
Thould be taken from the ſcripture alone, which 
we muſt underſtand for ourſelves; therefore the 
controverted opinions of others ſerve in general 
rat ber to 5 105 than improve the mind 


drawing 
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drawing characters that never exiſt in 
life, by repreſenting perſons and things 
in a falſe and extravagant light, and by 
à ſeries of improbable cauſes bringing 
on impoſſible events, they are apt to 

ive a romantic turn to the mind, that 
is often productive of great errots in 
Judgment; and fatal miſtakes in con- 
duct. Of this I have ſeen frequent in- / 
ſtances, and therefore aduiſe you never 
to meddle with this tribe of ſcribblers. 
Works of the needle, that employ- 
the fancy, may, if they ſuit your incli- 
nation, be ſometimes a pretty amuſe- 
ment; but let this employment» never 
extend to large pieces, beyond what 
can be aceompliſhed by yourſelf without 
aſſiſtance. There is not a greater ex- 
travagance under the ſpecidus name of 
good houſewifery, than the furniſhing 
of houſes in this manner.” Whole a- 
ments have been ſeen thus orna- 
mented by the ſuppoſed work of a lady, 
who, perhaps, never ſhaded two leaves 
in the artificial foreſt, but has paid fout 
times its value to the ſeveral people em 
ployed in bringing it to perfection. 
The expence of theſe tedious pieees of 
work I ſpeak'of experimentally ; having 
many years.paſt undertaken one 8 
| whic 


ZZ 


33 AMOTH ER's ADVICE” 
which when finiſhed was not worth fif- 


teen pounds, and, by a: computation | 


ſince made, did not coſt leſs than fifty, 
in the-hire-and maintenance of the 

ple employed in it. This indeed was 
at the age of ſeventeen; the thoughtleſs 
inexperience of youth could alone excuſe 
ſuch a piece. of folly. Embroideries in 
gold, ſilver, or ſhades of : ſilk, . come 
within a narrower compaſs, Works 
of that kind which · may, without calling 
in expenſive aſſiſtance, or tiring the 
fancy, be finiſhed in a ſummer, will be . 
well choſen change of amuſement, and 
may (as there are three of you) be made 
much more agreeable by one alternate- 
ly reading aloud, while the other two : 
are thus employed. All kinds of. what 


18. called plain work (though no very 
polite accompliſhment) you mult be o 
well verſed in, as to be able. to cut out, 


make, or mend your on linen. Some 


fathers, and ſome huſbands, chuſe to 


have their daughters, and their wives, 
thus attired in the labour of their own + 
hands; and from a miſtaken notion be- 
lie ve this to be the great criterion of fru- 

gal œconomy. Where that happens to 
be the inclination or opinion ot either, it 


ought always to be readily complied 


with: 
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with: but extluſive of ſuch a motive, I 
ſee no other that makes the practical 
part at all neceſſary to any lady; except - 
ing, indeed, ſuch. a narrowneſs of for- 
tune as admits- not conveniently the, 
keeping of an Abigail, to whom ſuch: 
exerciſes of the needle much more pro- 
perly appertain. | | 
Tas theatre, which, by the indefati-- 
gable labour. of the inimitable Mr. Gar- 
rick, is now- brought to very great per- 
fection, will afford you, when in town, 
an equally rational and improving enter- 
tainment.. At his houſe your judgment; 
is not called in queſtion, or your-under- 
ſtanding affronted, by the impertinent. 
repreſentation of ridiculous-pantomimes ; 
nor your modeſty offended by the inde- 
cent ribaldry of thoſe authors, who, to 
their defect in wit, have-a:ided the want 
of good ſenſe and good manners. Faults 
of this kind that (from a blameable com- 
pliance with a corrupted taſte) have 
ſometimes crept into the works of bet- 
ter writers, are, by his prudent directi- 
on, generally reftified, or omitted on 
the ſtage; you may there ſee the beſt 
plays performed in the beſt manner. 
Do not, however, go to any that you 
have not before heard the character of; 
| be 
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be preſent only at thoſe which are ap- 

| proved by perſons of underſtanding and 

| virtue, as calculated to anſwer the pro- 
per ends of the theatre, viz..that of con- 
veying inſtruction in the moſt pleaſing : 
method. Attend to the ſentiment, ap- 

. _ ply the moral, and then you cannot, Ti 
think, paſs an evening in a more uſeful, 
or a more entertaining diverſion. 

Dancing may alſo take its turn as an 
healthful exerciſe, and generally ſuitable 
to the taſte and gaiety of young minds. 

Pax of theſe hours: appropriated to 
relaxation, muſt of neceſſity be leſs a- 
greeably taken up in the paying and re- 
ceiving of viſits of mere ceremony and 
civility, a tribute by cuſtom authoriſed, , 
by good manners injoined; In theſe, . 
when the converſation is only inſignifi- 
cant, join it with an apparent ſatis- 
faction; talk of the elegance of a birtli- 
day-ſuit, the pattern of a lace, the ju- 
dicious aſſortment of jewels, the cut of 
a ruffle ; or the ſet of a ſleeve, with an 
unaffected eaſe ; not according to the 
rank they hold in your eſtimation, but 
proportioned to the conſequence they 
may be of in the opinion of thoſe you 
are converſing with, The great art of 
pleaſing is to appear pleaſed with others. 

Suffer 
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Suffer not an ill · bred abſence of thought 
or a contemꝑtuous fneer, ever to betray 
a conſcious ſuperiority of underſtand- 
ing, always productive of ill nature and 
diſlike. Suit yourſelf to the capacity and 
taſte of your company, when that taſte 
is confined to harmleſs trifles : - but 
where it is ſo far depraved, as to delight 
in cruel ſarcaſms on the abſent, to be: 
pleaſed with diſcovering the blemiſhes. 

in a good character, or repeating. the 
greater faults of a bad one, here religi- 

on and humanity forbid the leaſt degree 

of aſſent. If you have not any knows 
ledge of the perſons thus unhappily ſa- 
crificed to envy or malice, and.: conſe- 
quently are ignorant as to the truth or 
falſhood of ſuch aſperſions, always ſuſ- 
pet them to be ilkgrouaded; or, at 
leaſt, greatly exaggerated: ſhew your. 
diſapprobarion by a. filent. gravity, and 

by taking the firſt opportunity to change 

the ſubject. But here any acquaint=-- 
ance with rhe character in queſtion gives 
room for defending, it, let not an ill- 
timed complaiſance prevail over juſtice; 
vindicate injured: innocence with ail the 
freedom and warmth of an unreſtrained: 
benevolence; and where the faults of 

the gujlty will admit of palliation, urge 


= 
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all that truth can allow, in mitigation 
of error. From this method, beſides 
the pleaſure ariſing from the conſciouſ- 
neſs of a ſtrict conformity to the great 
rule of doing as you would be done by, 
you will alfo reap to-yourſelf the benefit 
of being leſs frequently peſtered with: 
themes ever painful to a humane diſpo- 
fition. If unfortunately you have ſome- 
acquaintance whoſe malevolence of heart, 
no ſentiment. of virtue, no check of 
good manners, can reſtrain from theſe- 
malicious ſallies of ill-nature, to them let 
your viſits be made as ſeldom, and as- 
ſhort as decency will permit, there being 
neither benefit nor ſatisfaction to be: 
found in ſuch company; amongſt whom 
only cards may be introduced with a- 
ny advantage. On this account it will 
be proper for you to know how to play 
at thoſe games moſt in uſe, becauſe it: 
is an argument of great fally to engage 
in any thing without doing it well: but: 
this is a diverſion that ] hope you. will. 
have no fondneſs for, as it is in itſelf, to 
ſay no worſe, a very inſignificant one. 
Wir perſons for whom qꝙꝓou can have 
no eſteem, good breeding may oblige 
you to keep: up an intercourſe of . cere- 
monious viſits; but. politeneſs enjoins. 
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not the length or frequeocy of them ; 


here inclination may be followed with- 


out a breach of civility ; there is no tax 
upon intim=Cy, but from choice; and that 


choice ſhould ever be founded on merit, 


the certainty whereof you cannot be too 
careful in previouſly examining. Great 
caution is neceſſary not to be deceived 
by ſpecious appearances. A plauſible 


behaviour, often, upon a ſuperficial 


knowledge, creates a prepoſſeſſion in. 
favour of perſons, who, upon a nearer 
view, may be found to have no claim to 
eſteem. The forming a precipitant 
judgment ſometimes leads into an un- 
wary intimacy, which it may prove ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to break off ; and yet 
that breach be attended with inumera- 
ble inconveniencies, nay, perhaps, with, 
very material and laſting ill cor ſequen- 
ces. Prudence, therefott, here injoins. 
the greateſt circumipection. Few peo- 
ple are capable ot friendſhip, and ftilL 
tewer have all the qualifications one. 
would chuſe in a friend. The tunda-. 
mental point is a virtuous diſpoſition ;. 
but to that ſhould be added, a good un- 
derſtanding, ſolid judg:: ent, ſweetneſs 
of temper, ſteadineſs of mind, freedom. 
af behaviour and lincerity of heart. Sel- 
| dom, 
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dom as theſe are to be found united, ne- 
ver wake a boſom-friend of a perſon 
greatly deficient im either. Be flow in 
contracting friendſhip, and invariably: 
conſtant in maintaining it. Expect not 
many-friends, but think yourſelf happy, 
if, through life, you meet with one or 
two who deferve that name, and have 
all the requiſites for the valuable rela» 
tion. This may juſtly be deemed the 
higheſt bleſſing. of mortality. Uninter- 
rupted health has the general voice; but 
in my opinion, fuch-a friend as much 
deferves the preference, as the mental: 
pleaſures both in nature and degree, ex- 
ceed the corporeal. The weakneſſes, 
the pains of the body may be inexpreſ- 
fibly alleviated by the converſation of. a. 
perſon, by affection endeared, by rea- 
fon approved; whoſe tender ſympathy: 
partakes your afflictions, and ſhares your- 
enjoy ments; who is ſteady. in the cor- 
rection, but mild in the reptoof of your 
faults; like a guardian angel ever 
watchful to warn you of unforeſeen 
danger, and by timely admonitions pre- 
vent the miſtakes incident to human 
frailty, and ſelt-partiality. This is the 
true office of friendſhip, With ſuch a 
friend, no ſtate of life can be abſolutely 
L | unhappy 3; 
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unhappy ; but deſtitute of ſome ſuch 
connection, heaven has ſo formed our 
' natures for this intimate ſociety, that, 
amidſt the affluence of fortune, and the 
flow of uninterrupted health, there wil 
be an aching void in the folitary breaſt, 
that can never know a plenitude of hap- 
pineſs. Should the ſupreme diſpoſer of 
all events beſtow on you this ſuperla- 
tive gift, to ſuch a friend let your heart 
be ever unreſervedly open; conceal no 
ſecret thought, diſguiſe no latent weak» 
neſs, but bare your boſom to the faith- 
ful probe of honeſt friendſhip, and 
ſhrink not, if it ſmart beneath the touch; 
nor with tenacious pride diſlike the per- 
ſon that freely dares condema ſome fa- 
vourite foible ; but, ever open to con- 
viction, hear with attention, and receive 
with gratitude, the kind reproof that 
flows from tenderneſs ; when ſenſible of 
a fault, be ingenuous in the confeſſion, 
fincere and fteady in the correction of 
1 1 
Har is her lot, who in an huſ⸗ 
band finds this invaluable friend! Yer 
ſo great is the hazard, ſo diſproportioned 
the chances, that I could almoſt wiſh 
the dangerous dye was never to be 
thrown for any of you! But as moſt 
* Probably 


| 
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probably it may, let me conjure ye all, 
my dear pirls, if ever any of you take 
this moſt important ſtep in life, to pro- 
teed with the utmoſt care, and delibe- 
rate circumſpection. Fortune and fa- 
mily it is the ſole province of your pa- 
pa to direct in, who certainly has always 
an undoubted right to a negative voice, 
- though not to a compulſive one. As a 
child is very juſtifiable in the refuſal of 
Her hand, even to the abſolute com- 
mand of a father, where her heart can- 
not go with it; ſo is ſhe extremely cul- 
pable, by giving it contrary to his 
ation. —Here I muſt take 
ſhame to myſelf! and for this unpar- 
donable fault, do juſtly acknowledge 
the ſubſequent ill conſequences of a 
moſt unhappy marriage were the proper 
puniſhment. This and every other error 
in my own conduct, I do, and ſhall, 
with the utmoſt candour, lay open to 
you, ſincerely praying, that you may 
reap the benefic of my experience, and 
avoid thoſe rocks I have, either by care- 
leſſneſs, or ſometjmes, alas! by too 
much caution, ſplit againſt, * 
Bu r to return:—T he chief point to 
be regarded in the choice of a compa- 
nion for life, is a real virtuous prin- 
| | ciple, 


approb 
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ciple, an unaffected goodneſs of heart; 
without this you will be continually 
ſhocked by indecency, and pained by 
impiety. So numerous have been the 
unhappy victims to the ridiculous opi - 
nion, that a reformed libertine makes 
the beſt huſband ; that, did not experi- 
ence daily evince the contrary, one 
would believe it impoſlible for a girl, 
who has a tolerable degree of common 
underſtanding, to be made the dupe of 


ſo erroneous a poſition, that has not the 


leaſt ſhadow of reaſon for its founda- 
tion, and which a ſmall ſhare of obſer- 
vation will prove to be falſe in fact. A 
man who has been long converſant with 
the worſt ſort of women, is very apt to 
contract a bad opinion of, and a con- 
tempt for the ſex in general. Incapable 
of eſteeming any, he is ſuſpicious of all; 
zealous without cauſe,” angry without 
provocation, and his own diſturbed ima- 
gination is a continual ſource of ill hu- 


mour, To this is frequently joined a 


bad habit of body, the natural conſe- 

quence of an irregular life, which gives 

an additional ſourneſs to the temper. 

What rational proſpect of happineſs can 

there be with ſuch a companion? And 

that this is the general character of 3 
- | W 
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who are called reformed rakes, obſerva- 
tion will certify. But admit there may 
be ſome exceptions, it is a hazard that 
no conſiderate woman would venture 
the peace of her whole future life upon, 
The vanity of thoſe girls who believe 
themſelves capable * working miracles 
5 of this kind, and give up their perſons 
to a man of libertine principles, upon 
the wild expectation of reclaiming him, 
Juſtly deſerve — diſappointment they 
Will generally meet with; for, believe 
me, a wife is, of all others, the leaſt 
likely to ſucceed in ſuch an attempt. 
Be it your care to find that virtue in a 
lover, which you muſt never hope to 
form in an huſband. Good ſenſe and 
F< natureare almoſt equally requiſite, 
f the former is wanting, it will be next 
to impoſſible for you to eſteem the per- 
ſon of whoſe behaviour you may have 
cauſe to be aſhamed ; and mutualeſteem 
is as neceſſary to happineſs in the mar- 
ried ſtate, as mutual affection: without 
the latter, every day will bring with it 
ſome freſh'cauſe of vexation; till re- 
peated quarrels produce a coldneſs, that 
will ſettle into an irreconcilable averſion, 
and you not only become each other's 
7 | torment, 
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torment, but the object of contempt to 
your family and acquaintance. 

Tuis quality of good nature is, of 
all others, the moſt difficult to be aſcer- 
tained; which proceeds from the gene- 
ral miſtake of blending it with good hu- 
mour, as in themſelves the ſame, though, 
io fact, no two principles of action are 
more eſſentially deren. This may re- 
quire ſome explanation. — By good na- 
ture, then, I mean, that true benevo- 
lence Which partakes the felicity of all 
mankind, that promotes the fatisfaQion 
of every individual within the reach of 
irs *ability, that relieves the diſtreſſrd, 
comforts the afflicted, diffuſes bleſſings, 
and communicates happineſs, ' as far as 
ks ſphere of action can extend; and in 
the private ſcenes of life, will Mine con- 
ſpicuous in the dutiful fon, the affection/ 
ate huſband, the indulgent father; the 
faithful friend, and the compaſſionate 
maſter, borh to man and beaſt ; whillt 

d humour is nothing more than a 
chearful, pleaſing deportment, ariſing 
either from a natural gatety of mind, or 
an affectation of popularity, "Joined to an 
affability of behaviour, the reſult of 
good breeding, and a ready compliance 
with the taſte of every company. This 

12 | C kind 
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kind of mere good humour, is by far, 
the moſt ſtriking quality. It is &requent- 
ly miſtaken for, and complimented with 
the ſuperior name of real good nature : 
a man by this ſpecious appearance has 
often acquired that appellation, who, 
in all the actions of his private life, has 
been a moroſe, cruel, revengeful, ſul- 
len, haughty tyrant, —Let them put on 
the cap whoſe temples fit the galling 
wreath !|-—-On the contrary, a man of a 
true benevolent diſpoſition, and formed 
to promote the happineſs of all around 
| him, may ſometimes, perhaps, from an 
ill habit of body an accidental vexation, 
or a commendable openneſs of heart, a- 
bove the meanneſs of diſguiſe, be guilty 
of little fallies of peeviſhneſs, or ill hy- 
mour, that may carry the appearance 
of, and be unjuſtly thought to proceed 
from ill-nature, by perſons who are un- 
acquainted with his true character, and 
take them for. ſynonymous terms; 
though in reality they bear not the leaſt 
analogy to each other. In order to the 
forming a right judgment, it«is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to obſerve this diſtincti- 

on, which will effectually ſecure you 
_ -trom the dangerous error of taking the 
ſadow for the ſubſtance. An . 

| va 
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vable miſtake! pregnant with enume- 
rable conſequent evils. | | 

FROM what has been ſaid, it plainly 
appears, that the criterion of this ami- 


general opinion ; mere good humour 
being, to all intents and purpoſes, ſuf- 


the public voice in favour of a man 
utterly devoid of every humane and 
benevolent affection of heart. It is 
only from the leſs conſpicuous ſcenes of 
life, the more tetired ſphere of action, 
the artleſs tenor of domeſtic conduct, 
that the real character can, with any cer- 
tainty, be drawn. Theſe undiſguiſed 
proclaim the man; but as they ſhun the 
glare of light, nor court the noiſe of po- 
pular applauſe ; obſcure, they paſs un- 
noticed, and are ſeldom known till after 
an intimate acquaintance. The beſt me- 
thod, therefore, to avoid deception in 


appearances, too often fallacious; but 
to take the rule of judging from the 
ſimple, unpoliſhed ſentiments of thoſe 
whoſe dependent connections give them 
an undeniable certainly; who not only 
ſee, but hourly feel, the good or bad 
effects of that diſpoſition they are ſub- 


G 2 jected 


able virtue is not to be taken from the 


ficient, in this particular, to eſtabliſh 


this caſe, is, to lay no ſtreſs on outward 
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jected to. By this I mean, that if a 
man is equally reſpected, eſteemed and 
beloved by his tenants, his dependents 
and domeſtics, from the ſubſtantial far- 
mer to the laborious peaſant, from the 
proud ſteward to the ſubmiſſive wretch, 
who, thankful for employment, humbly 
obeys the menia] tribe ; you may juſtly 
88 he has that true good nature, 
that real benevolence, which delights 
in communicating felicity, and enjoys 
the ſatisfaction it diffuſes; but if by 


theſe he is deſpiſed and hated, ſerved 


merely from a principle of fear, devoid 
of affection, which is very eaſily diſco- 


verable, whatever may be his public 


character, however favourable the ge · 
neral opinion, be aſſured, his diſpoſition 
is ſuch, as can never be productive of 


domeſtic happineſs. I have, been the 


more particular on this head, as it is 
one of the moſt eſſential ualifications 
to be regarded, and of al others the 
malt liable to be miſtaken. 

NEVER be prevailed wich, my dear, 
10 give your hand to a perſon defective 
in thoſe material points. Secure of vir- 
tue, good naturc, and underſtandibg, ia 


an _auibanc, Trey be ſecure of Tab? 
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pineſs; without the two former it is un- 
attainable ; without the latter, in a tole- 
rable degree, it muſt be very imperfect. 

REMEMBER, infallibility is not the 
property of man, or you may intail diſ- 
appointment on yourſelf, by expecting 
what is never to be found. The beſt of 
men are ſometimes inconſiſtent with. 
themſelves; they are liable to be hur- 
ried, by ſudden ſtarts of paſſion, into 
expteſſions and actions ich their eool- 
er reaſdn will condemn; they may have 
ſome oddities of behaviour, ſome pecu- 
Larities of temper,” be ſubject to acci- 
dentab ill humour, or whimſical com- 
plaints, Blemiſhes of this kind often 
hace rhe brighteſt character, but are 

ver deſtructive of mutual felicity, un- 
leſs made ſo by an improper reſentment, 
or an ill. judged oppoſition. Reaſon can 
never be heard by paſſion: the offer of 
t tends only to inflame the more. When 
cooled in his uſual temper, if wrong, 
the man of underſtanding will ſug- 
geſt to limſelf- all that could be urged 
againſt him; the man of good nature 
will, unupbraided, own an error., Con- 
tradiction at the time 1s, therefore, wholly 
unſerviceable, and highly imprudent; an 


ov 
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after repetition, equally unneceſſary and 
injudicious. Any peculiarities in the 
temper or behaviour, ought to be pro- 
perly repreſented in the tendereſt and 
moſt friendly manner; and, if done diſ- 
creetly, will be generally well taken; 
but if they are ſo habitual as not eaſily 
to be altered, ſtrike not too often upon 
the unharmonious ſtring; rather let 
them pals as unobſerved; ſuch a chear- 
ful compliance will better cement your 
union; and they may be made eaſy to 
yourſelf, by reflecting on the ſuperior 
2 qualities, by which theſe trifling 
aults are ſo greatly overbalanced. You 
muſt remember, my dear, theſe rules 
are laid down only on the ſuppoſition of 
your being united to a perſon who pof- 
ſeſſes the three eſſential qualifications for 
happineſs before- mentioned. In this 
caſe, no farther direction is neceſſary, 
Þut that you ſtrictly perform the duty 
ef a wife, viz. to love, honour, and o- 
dey. Ihe two firſt are a tribute ſo in- 
diſpenſably due to merit, that it muſt 
naturally be paid by inclination; theſe 
lead to the laſt, which will not only be 
an eaſy, but a pleaſing taſk, ſince no- 
thing ever can by him be injoined, that 
is in itſelf improper, and few things 


will, 
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will, that with any reaſon, can be to you 
diſagreeable. Here ſhould this ſubje& 
end, were it not more than poſſible tor 
you, after all that has been urged, to be 
ted, by ſome inferior motive, to the ne- 
lect of the primary caution; and either 
— an opinion too haſtily entertain- 
ed; an unaccountable partiality, or the 
powerful prevalence of perſuaſion, be 
unfurtunately induced to give your hand. 

_ where a bad heart, anda moroſe temper, 
concealed by a well practiſed diſſimula- 
tion, may render every flattering hope 
of happineſs abortive. Heaven in mercy 
guard you from this fatal error! Such a 
companion is the worſt of all temporal 
ills, a deadly potion, chat imbitters e- 
very ſocial ſcene of life, damps every 
riſing joy, and baniſhes that chearful 
temper which alone can give a true 
teliſh to the bleſſings of mortality. 
Moſt ſincerely do L pray this may ne- 
ver be your lot] and hope your pru- 
dent circumſpection will be ſufficient to 
guard you from the danger. But the 
bare poſſibility of ſuch an cvent, makes 
it not unneceſſaty to lay down a few rules 
for the maintaining ſome degree of eaſt, 
under the deprivation of happineſs. 

This is by far the moſt difficult part of 
| C4 my 
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my preſent undertaking; it is hard to ad. 
viſe here, and ſtill harder to practiſe the 
advice, The ſubject alſo is too exten- 
five to be minutely treated within the 
compaſs of a letter, which muſt_confine 
me to the moſt material points only; in 
theſe I ſnall give you the beſt directions 
in my power, ardently wiſhiag you 
may never have occaſion to ma e uſe 

of them. 5 
Tus being united to a man of irreti- 
gious principles, makes it impoſſible to 
diſcharge a great part of the proper duty 
of a wife. To name but one inſtance ; 
that of obedience will be rendered im- 
practieable, by frequent injunctions in- 
conſiſtent with, and contrary to the 
higher obligations of morality. This is 
not mere ſuppoſition, but ſpoke from 
facts I have often ſeen and ean atteſt. 
Where this happens, the reaſons for non- 
compliance ought to be offered in a plain, 
ſtrong, good: natured manner; there is 
at leaſt che chance of ſucceſs from being 
heard : but ſliould thoſe reaſons be re- 
jected, or the hearing of them be refu- 
fed, and ſilence on che ſubject be injoin- 
ed, (which is moſt probable, few pro- 
ple caring to bear what they know to be 
| Fight when determined not to. appear 
4 - "' coarunced 
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convinced by it), in this obey, nor far- 
ther urge the argument; but keep ſteady 
to your principles, and neither by per- 
ſuaſion or threats be prevailed with to ack 
contrary to them. All commands repug- 
nant to the Jaws of Chriſtianity it ĩs your 
indiſpenſable duty todifobey; all requeſts 
that are inconſiſtent with prudence, in- 
compatible with that rank and charac- 
ter you ought to maintain in life, it is 
your intereſtto refuſe. A compliance with | 
the former would be eriminal,-a conſent 
to the latter highly indiſcreet, and ſubject " 
you to general cenſure ; for a man capa-· 
ble of requiring from his wife what he 
khows to be in itſelf wrong, is equally - 
capable: of * throwing the whole blame 
of ſuch miſconduR on her, and after 
wards upbraiding her for a behaviour he - 
will, upon the ſame principle, diſown 
his having been acceſſary to. Many ſi- 
milar inſtances have come within the 
compaſs of my own obſervation. In 
things of a leſs material nature, that are 
neither criminal in themſelves, nor pers | 
nicious in their confequences, always ac- 
quieſce, if inſiſted on, however diſagtee- 
able they may be to your on temper 
and inclination. Such a compliance will 
evidently prove that your re fuſal in the- 
C5. other - 
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other caſe proceeds not from a ſpirit of 
contradiction, but merely from a juſt 
regard to that ſuperior duty which, can 
never be infringed with impunity. Paſ- 


| ſion may reſent, but reaſon muſt approve 


this conduct; and therefore it is the 
moſt likely method, in time, to make a 
favourable impreſſion ; but failing there, 
you will at leaſt enjoy that ſatisfactory 
ſelf-approbation, which is the inſepara- 
ble attendant of a truly religious aud 
rational deportment, 

SHouLD the painful taſk of dealin 
with a moroſe tyrannical temper be af 
figned you, there is little more to be re- 
commended than a. patient ſubmiſſion 
to an evil which admits not of a remedy. 
IIl- nature is increaſed, obſtinacy con- 
firmed by oppoſition; the leſs ſuch a 
temper is contradicted, the more ſupport- 
able will it be to thoſe who are under 
its baneful influence, When all endea- 
vours to pleaſe are ineffectual, and a man 
ſeems determined to find fault with eve- 
ry thing, as if his chief e conſiſt- 
ed in tormenting thoſe about him, it re- 


quires a more than common degree of pa- 


tience and reſolution, to forbear utter- 
ing thoſe reproaches which ſuch a beha- 
Ywur may be Jullly allowed to deſerve ; 

| yet 
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yet is it abſolutely neceſſary, to the main- 

taining any tolerable degree of caſe, not 
only to reſtrain all expreſſions of reſent- 

ment, but even thoſe diſdainful looks 
which are apt toaccompany a contemp- 
tuous filence, both equally tending to 
iacreale the malady. This diabolical 
delight in giving pain, is moſt unwearied 
in the ſearch of matter for its gratiſica - 
tion, and can either find, or unaccount- 
ably form it, in almoſt all the occuren - 
ces of life; but when ſuffered unob- 


ſtructed, unregarded, to run its malicious- 


courſe, will quickly vent its blunted. ar- 
rows, and die of diſappointment z whilſt 
all endeavours to appeaſe, all complaints 
of unk indneſo, ſharpen againſt yourſelf 
the weapon's edge and by proving your 
ſenſibility of the wound give the wiſh- 
ed. ſatisfaction to bim who inflicts it. 
Prudence here dire&s more than ordi- 


nary circumſpection; that every part of 


your behaviour may be as blameleſs as 
poſſible, even to the abſtaining from the 
leaſt appearance of evil; and after ha- 
ving, to the utmoſt of your power, ſtrove 
to merit approbation, expect not to 
meet with it. By this means you will 
eſcape the mortiſication of being diſap - 
Pointed, Wr repeated, is apt 
8 [0 - 
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to give a gloomy ſourneſs to the temper, 
ineompatible with any degree of contents 
ment. You muſt alſo learn to be ſatis- 
fied with the conſciouſneſs of acting right, 
according to your beſt ability, and look 
with an unconcerned indifference on 
the reception every ſueceſsleſs attempt 
to pleaſe may meer with, 

Fs, it muſt be owned, is a hard 
leſſon of philoſophy ; it requires no leſs 
than an'abſolute command-over the paſ- 
fions; but let it be remembered, that 
fuch a command will itſelf moſt amply 
reeompenſe every difficulty, every pain 
the obtaining it may coſt; beſides, it is 
1 believe, the only way to preſerve any 
tranquillity of mind under ſo diſagree- 
able a connection 

As the want of onderſtdndinig is by 
no art to be concealed, by no addreſs 
to be diſguiſed, it might be ſuppoſed 
impoſñble for a woman of ſenſe to unite 
herſelf to a perſon whoſe defect in this 
kind muſt render that ſort of rational 
ſociety, which conſtitutes the chief 
happinefs of ſuch an union, impoſũble. 
Yer here how often has the weakneſs 
of female judgment been cps eres 6 
The advantages of great ſuperiority in 
tank or dn have frequemiy * 

QI 0 
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ſo irreſiſtible a temptation, as, in opi- 


nion, to outweigh not only the folly, 
bur even the vices of its poſſeſſor: A 


Fe 


rand miſtake! ever tacitely acknow- 
dged by a ſubſequent repentance, 
when is expected pleaſures of afflu- 


ence, equipage, and all the glittering 


pomp of uſeleſs pageantry, are experi- 
mentally found inſufficient to balance 
the deprivation of that conftant ſatisfae- 
tion reſulting from the focial joy of 
converſing - with a reaſonable friend. 
Weak as this motive muſt be acknow- 
ledged, it is yet more excuſable than 
one, which, it may be feared, has 
ſometimes prevailed ; I mean, ſo great 
a — of ſway, as to give the preference 
to a perſon of weak intellectuals, in 
hopes thereby of holding uncontrolled 
the reins of government. The 
. is in fact ill grounded; obſtinacy 
pride nee ey the compa=- 
— ef folly. The ſillieſt people are u- 
ſually the moſt tenacious of their opi- 
nions; and, conſequently, the hardeſt 
of all others to be managed ——But 
admit the contrary; this principle is 
in itſelf bad, tends to invert the order 
of nature, and counteracts 1 defi n of 
Frovidence. aaa: Ou 
A 


» 
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A woman can never be ſeen in a 
more ridiculous light, than when ſhe 
appears to govern her huſband. If, un- 
fortunately, . the ſuperiority of under- 
ſtanding is on her ſide, the apparent 
conſciouſneſs of that ſuperiority betrays. 
a weakneſs. that renders her contempti- 
ble in the ſight of every confiderate per- 
ſon, and may, very probably, fix in his 
mind a diſlike never to be eradicated. 
Leſt it ſhould ever. be to you neceſſary, 
remember, that in this caſe ſome de- 
gree of diſſimulation is-commendable, ſo 
far as to let the defect ſeem unobſerved. 


When he judges wrong, never. flatly. 


contradict, but lead him inſenſibly into 


another opinion, in ſo diſcreet a man- 
ner, that it may ſeem. entirely his on; 


and let the whole credit of every pru- 
dent determination reſt on him, with 
out indulging, the fooliſh. vanity of 
claiming. any merit. to yourſelf, Thus a 
perſon of but an indifferent capacity, 
may be fo aſſiſted as, in many iattances, 
to ſhine with a borrowed luſtre, ſcarce 


diſtinguiſhable from the native, and by 


degrees be brought into a kind of me- 
chanical method of acting properly, in 
all the common. occurrences of life. 
Odd as this poſition may ſeem, it is 
' | faunded 
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founded in fact; and I have ſeen the 
method ſucceſsfully praiſed by more 
than one perſon ; where a weak mind, 
on the governing ſide has been fo pru- 


dently ſet off, as to appear the ſole di- 


ras. like the ſtatue of the Delphic 
god, which was thought to give forth 
its own oracles, whilſt the humble 
prieſt, who lent his voice, was by the 
ſhrine concealed, nor ſought a higher 
glory than a ſuppoſed obedience to the 
power he would be thought to ſerve. 
From hence it may be inferred, that 
by a perfect propriety of behaviour, 
eaſe and contentment is, at leaſt, at- 
tainable with a companion who has not 
the moſt exalred underſtanding : but 
then virtue and good nature are preſup- 
poſed, or there will be nothing to work 
upon; a vitipus, ill-naturcd fool, being 
ſo untractable and tormenting an aſſoci- 


ate, that there needs only to add jcalouſy 


to the compolition, to make the curſe 
complete. 


 Tmis paſſion, once ſuffered to get 


footing in the heart, is hardly ever to 


be extirpated: it is a conſtant ſource of 
torment to the breaſt that gives it re- 
ception, and an inexhau.tible fund of 
vexation to the object of it. With a per 
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fon of this ünfortunate diſpoſition,” it is 
prudent to avoid the leaſt appearance of 
concealment: *A whiſper in a mixed 
company, a meſſage given in a low. 
voice to a ſervant, bas, by the power 
of a diſturbed imagination, being mag- 
nified into a material injury ; whatever 
has the air of ſecrecy, raiſes a terror in a 
mind naturally diftruſtful.. A perfect 
unreſerved* openneſs, both · in ea e 
tion and behaviour, ſtarves the anxious 
expectation of diſcovery, and may very- 
probably-lead into an habitual confi 
dence, ve only antidote againſt che 
poiſon. of ſbſpicion. It is eafier to pre- - 
vent, than-to remove a received ill im- 
preſſion, and, conſequently, much wiſer : 
to be- ſometimes deficient in little points 
of ciyility, which however indifferent 
in themfelyes, may happen unacceunt- 
ably to claſh with the caſe of a perſon, . 
whoſe repoſe it is both your duty and i in- 
tereſt to promote; much more com. 
mendable contentedly to incur the cen- 
ſure of a rrifling diſpoſition, by a cis 
cumſtantial, unaſked relation of infig- 
nificant incidents, than to give an 
room for apprehending the leaſt An. 
of reſerve. Such a conſtant method of 
proceeding, rogether with a reaſonable 
compliance, 
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compliance, is the moſt likely to cure 
this painful turn of mind; for by with-- 
holding every ſupport that could give 
ſtrength to it, the want of matter to feed 
on, may, probably in time, cauſe its 
extinction: if, unhappily, it is ſo con- 
ſtitutional, ſo interwoven with the ſoul, 
as to become, in a manner, inſe parably 
united with it, nothing remains but a. 
patient ſubmiſſion to the will of heaven, 
under the preſſure of an unalterable e- 
vi, to guard carefully againſt the 
natural conſequence of repeated 'unde- 
ſerved fuſpicians, viz." a growing in- 
difference, that too frequently termi- 
nates in averſion,.— and by conſidering 
ſuch a ſituation as a trial of obedience: 
and reſignation, receive the comfort that 
muſt-ariſe from properly exerciſing one 


of the moſt exalted of rhe Chriſtian ir- 


tes, I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject 
without adding a particular eaution 10. 
yourſelf concerning it. 

Jealouſy is, on ſeveral accounts, Kit 
more inexcuſable in a woman; there is 
not any thing that ſo much expoſes her 
to ridieule, or ſo much ſubjetts her to 
the inſult of affrontive addreſſes: it is 
an inlet to alinoſt every pollible evil, 
We tral fource- of innumerable. indif 


cretions, 


domeſtic union, and de 
of families. Treat theſe emiſſaries of 
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cretions, the ſure deſtruction of her 
own peace, and frequently proves the 
bane of her huſband's affection. Give 
not a moment iry harbour to its ſhadow 
in your heart: fly from it as from the 
face of a fiend, that would lead your 
unwary ſteps into a gult of unalterable 
miſery. When once embarked in the 
matrimonial voyage, the fewer faults 
you diſcover in your partner, the bet- 


ter; never ſearch after what it will give 


you no pleaſure to find; never deſite 
to hear what you will not like to be 
told 3 therefore avoid that tribe of im- 
— who, either from a malicious 

ove of diſcord, or the meaner, though 


leſs criminal motive of ingratiating 


themſelves by gratifying the blame - 
able curioſity Hebes ſow diſſention 
where ever they gain admittance, by 
telling unwelcome truths, or, more fre- 
quetirly, by igſinuating invented falſe- 
hoods, injure innocent 1 diſturb 

oy the peace 


Satan with the contempt they deſerve ; 
hear not what they offer to communi- 
cate, but give them at once to under- 
ſtand, that you can never look on thoſe 
as Jour. friends who ſpeak in a diladvans. - 
tageous 
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tageous manner of that perſon whom 
you would always chuſe to ſee in the 
moſt favourable light: if not effed ual- 
ly filenced by ſuch rebukes, be inac- 
ceſſible to their viſits, and break off all 
acquaintance with ſuch incorrigible 
peſts of ſociety, who will be ever upon 
the watch to ſeize an unguarded oppor- 

tunity of diſturbing your repoſe. 
SHouLD the companion of your life 
be guilty of ſome ſecret indiſcretions, 
run not the hazard of being told by 
theſe malicious meddlers, what in fact 
it is better for you never to knowz but 
if ſome unavoidable accident betrays an 
imprudent correſpondence, take it for 
a mark of eſteem, that he endeavours - 
to conceal from you, what he knows 
you muſt, upon a principle of reaſon. 
and religion, diſapprove; and do not, 
by diſcovering your acquaintance with 
it, take off the reſtraint which your ſup- 
poſed ignorance. lays him under, and 
thereby, perhaps, give a latitude to un- 
diſguiſed irregularities. Be affured, 
whatever accidental ſallies the gaiety of 
inconſiderate youth may lead him into, 
he can never be indifferent to you, 
whilſt he is careful to prelerve your 
peace, by concealing what he imagines 
might 
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might be an infringement of it: reſt 
ſatisfied, that time and reaſon will mcſt 
certainly get the better of all faults, 
which proceed not from a bad heart, 
and that, by maintaining the firſt place 
in his eſteem, your happineſs will be 
built on too firm a ern to be cas 

fly ſhaken, 

[- have' been Wos bawaber on the 
choice of an huſband, and the material 
parts of conduct in a married life, as 
thereon depends not only the temporal, 
but often the eternal felicity of thoſe 
who enter into that ſtate; a conſtant 
fene of diſa ent, ill nature, and 
quarrels neceſſarily unfitting the mind 
for every religious and ſocial dury, 'by 
keeping it in a > diſpofitioh diamerrically 
oppoſite to that * Chriſtian piety, that: 
practical benevolence and alot cond 
pofure which alone can ede it for 
_ everlaſting happineſs. 

- InsT&VeTIONS on this head, conſi- 
dering your tender age, may ſrem pre- 
mature, and ſhould Wise bes deferred, 
till accaſſon called fot them, had bur ſi- 
tuation allowed me frequent opportuni- 
ties of communicating my ſentimenrs to 

But that not being the caſe, I have 
choſe. in this epiſtle, at once, to offer 

K pou. 
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you my beſt, advice in every eircum- 
ſtance of great moment to your well-be- 
ing both here and hereafter, leſt, at a 
more proper feaſon, it might not hap- 
pen to be in my power. This part you 
may defer the conſideration of, -till the 
deſign of entering into a new ſcene of 
life may make it uſeful to you; which I 


hope will not be yet ſome years; an un- 


happy marriage being generally the con- 
ſequence of a too early engagement, be- 
fore reaſon has gained ſufficient ſtrength 
to form a ſolid judgment, on which on- 
ly a proper choice can be determined. 
Great is the hazard of a miſtake, and ir- 
retrievable the effects of it] Many are 
the degrees between happineſs and mi- 
ſery. Abſolute miſery, I will venture 
to affirm, is to be avoided by a proper 
behaviour, even under all the compli- 
cated ills of human life; but to arrive 
at that proper behaviour, requires the 
higheſt degree of Chriſtian philoſophy; 
and who would voluntarily put them- 
ſelves. upon a (tate of trial, ſo ſevere, 
that not one in à thouſand have been 
found able to come off victorious? Be- 
twixt this and poſitive happineſs, there 
are innumerable ſteps of comparative e- 
vil each has its ſeparate conflict, vari- 

cully 


5 A MOTHER's ADVICE 


ouſly difficult, differently painful; under 
all which a patient ſubmiſſion, and a 
conſcious propriety of behaviour, is the 
- only atrainable good. Far ſhort of poſ- 
fible temporal felicity, is the eaſe ariſing 
from hence! Reſt not content with the 
proſpect of ſuch eaſe, but fix on a more 
dug ble point of view, by aiming at true 
happineſs ; and, take my word, that 
can never be found in a married ſtate, 
without the three eſſential qualifications 
already mentioned, virtue, good-nature, 
and good ſenſe, in an huſband, Re- 
member, therefore, my dear girl, this 
repeated caution, if you ever reſolve 
on marriage, never to give your hand 
to a man who wants either of them, 
whatever other advantages he may be 
poſſeſſed of; fo thall you not only eſcape 
all thoſe vexations, which thouſands of 
unthinking mortals hourly repent the 
having brought upon themſelves, but 
moſt aſſurediy. if it is not your own 
fault, enjoy that uninterrupted domeſtie 
harmony, in the affectionate ſociety of 
a virtuous companion, that conſtitutes 
the higheſt ſatisfaction of human life. 
Such an union, founded on reaſon and 
religion, cemented by mutual eſteem 
and tenderne's, is a kind of faint em- 
blem 
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blem (if the compariſon may be allow- 
ed) of the promiſed reward of virtue in 
a future ſtare; 'and, moſt certainly, an 
excellent preparative for it, by keeping 
the mind in a conſtant equanimity, a re- 
gular compoſure, that naturally leads to 
the proper diſcharge of all the religious 
and ſocial duties of life; the unerri 
road to everlaſting peace. The firſt 
have been already ſpoken to; it remains 
only to mention ſome few of the latter. 
Amongſt theſe ceconomy may, per- 
haps, be thought improperly placed ; 
yet, as many of the duties we owe to ſo- 
ciety are often rendered impracticable 
by the want of it, there is not ſo much 
impropriety in rank ing it under this 
head, as may at firſt be imagined, For 
inſtance; a man, who lives at an ex- 
pence beyond what his income will ſup- 
port, lays himſelf under the neceſſity of 
being unjuſt, by with-holding from his 


creditors what they have a right to de- 


mand from him, as their due, by all 
laws both human and divine; and there- 
by often entails ruin on an innocent fa- 
mily, who, but for the loſs ſuſtained by 
his extravagance, might have comfort- 
ably ſubſiſted on the profiis of their 
induſtry: he likewiſe puts it out of his 

own 
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OWN power to give that relief to the iii - 
digent, which, by the laws of humanity, 
they have a right to expect: the goods 
of fortune being given, (as a great di- 
vine excellently obſerves), for the uſe 
and ſupport of others; as well as the 
perſon on whom they are beſtowed. 
Tbeſe are ſurely great breaches of that 
duty we owe to our — and 
ate the ſubſequent effects produced by 
the want of ceconomy. - 
You will fd it a very good method, 
ſo to regulate your ſtated expences, as 
to bring them always one fourth part 
within your certain annual income. By 
this means you will avoid being at any 
time diſtreſſed by unforeſeen — . | 
and have it more eaſily in your power 
materially to relieve thoſe who deſerve 
aſſiſtanee. 'The-givingtrifling ſums in- 
a diſcriminately to ſuch as appear nexeſſi- 
tous, is ſo far from being commend- 
able, chat it is a real injury to ſociety:ʒ 
an encouragement to idleneſs, and helps 
to fill the ſtreets with lazy beggars, that 
Je upon miſapplied bounty, to the pre · 
zudice of the induſtrious poor who are 
uſeful members of the common wealth; 
and on whom ſuch benefactions might 
A be e debe Be very ipa- 
ring 
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ring in this kind of donations; they are 
af inſignificant relief to the receivers,” 
ſuppoſing them to be really in want, 
and, frequently repeated, amount to a 
conſiderable ſum in the year's account, 
The objects of charity are, thoſe 
who by unavoidable misfortunes have 
fallen from affluent circumſtances into 
a. ſtate of poverty and diſtreſs; thoſe al 
ſo, wha, by unexpected diſappointments 
in trade, are on the point of being redu · 
ced to an impoſſibility of carrying on 
that buſineſs, on which their preſent. 
ſubſiſtence and future proſpects in life 
depend, from the incapacity of rows 
an immediate ſum to ſurmount the di 
ficultyʒ and thoſe, who by their utmoſt 
induftry can hardly ſupport their fami- 
lies above the miſeries of wart; or who 
by age or illneſs are rendered incapable 
of labour. opriate a certain | 
of your income to the relief of theſe. 
real diſtreſſes. To the firſt, give as 
largely as your circumſtances will allow. 
To the ſecond (after the example of an 
excellent prelate of our own church) 
lend, if it is in your power, 2 ſufficient 
ſum to prevent the threatened ruin, on 
condition of being repaid the loan, with- 
out nn Wr them, 
D 
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by future ſucceſs, to do it with conve- 
nience. The ſame method may be uſed 
where indigence renders induſtry una- 
vailable, by depriving it of the means 
to lay in a ſmall original ſtock to be im- 


proved upon. Never take a note of 


hand, or any acknowledgment of ſuch 
loan, leſt what you intended for a be- 
nefit, ſhould be afterwards made the in- 
ſtrument of ruin co the receiver, by a 
different diſpoſition in your ſucceſſor. 
Such aſſiſtance ought not to be given to 
any, without à thorough knowledge of 
their character, and having good reaſon 
to believe them not only induſtrious, 
but ſtrictly honeſt; which will be a 

ſufſicient obligation on them for the re- 
payment: and the ſums ſo repaid, ought 


to be laid by, till an opportunity again 
offers of making them, in like manner, 


ſerviceable to others. The latter ſort, 
who are able to work, may, by a ſmall 
addition to the profits of their own la- 
bour, be reſcued from-miſery, and put 
into a comfortable way of ſubſiſtence, 
Thoſe who by age or infirmity are ren- 
dered utterly incapable, of ſupporting 

themſelves, have an undoubted right, 
not only to the neceſſaries, but even to 
ſome of the conveniencies of life, * 5 
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all whom providence has placed in the 
more happy ſtate of affluence and inde- 

ndence. | io ues 
As your fortune and fituation are yet 
undetermined, I have purpoſely laid 
down fuch rules as may be adapted to 
every ſtation. A large fortune gives 
greater opportunity of doing good, and 
communicating happineſs in a more ex- 
tenſive degree, but a ſmall one is no 
excuſe for with-holding a proportionate 
relief to real and deſerving objets of 
compaſſion ; to affiſt them is an indiſ- 
penſable duty of chriſtianity. The firſt 
and great commandment is, to love God 
with all your heart; the ſecond, to love 
your neighbour as yourſelf. #hoſo ſeetb 
bis brother in need, and ſhutteth up bis 
bowels of compaſſion, how dwelletb the love 
of God in bim: or how the love of his 
neighbour ; If deficient in theſe prima-' 
ry duties, vain are the hopes of accep- 
tance, built on a partial obedience to 
the leſſer branches of the law! Inability 
is often pleaded as an excuſe for the 
want of charity, by perſons who make 
no ſcruple of daily laviſhing on their 
PE what, better applied, might 
ve made an indigent family happy 
through life. Theſe loſe fight of real 
D 2 felicity, 
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felicity, by the miſtaken purſuit of i in 
ſhadgw; ſuch pleaſures die in the enjo 

ment, are often ſucceeded by me. 
and always by ſatiety: whereas the true 
joy, the ſweet complacency, reſulting 
from benevolent act ions, increaſes by 
reflection, and mult be immortal as the 
ſoul. So exactly, ſo kindly, is our du- 


ty made to coincide with our preſent, as 


well as future intereſt, that i incompara- 
bly more ſatisfaction will accrue to a 


conſiderate mind, from denying itſelf, 


even fome of the agreeables of life, in 
order the more effectually to relieve the 
unfortunate, than a full indulgence of 


8 temporal gratification. — be- 


| Howvz2 fall your income may be, 
remember that a part of it is due to me- 
rit in diſtreſs. Set by an annual ſum for 
this purpoſe, even though it ſhould o- 
blige you to abate, ſome, unneceſſary ex- 
Rence, to raiſe, the fund. By this, method. 
perſons of {lender fortune have been en- 
abled-to do much good, and Sr hap- 
pineſs to many. If your fund will not 
admit of, frequent diaughts upon it, he 
the more circumſpedt with regard to the 
merit of thoſe you relieve, that bounties 
not in Fur power to repeat often, may 
| not 
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not be miſapplied. But if raw 
by a more ample fortune, ſhould' bleſs 
you with a larger ability of being ſer- 
viceable to your fellow- creatures, prove 
yourſelf worthy of rhe truſt repoſed in 
you, by making a proper ule of it. Wide 
as your influence cua extend, turn the 
cry of 2 1 and 7 into the ſong 
2 the naked, comfort the aMict 25 
give medicine to the ũck, and with it, 
all the alleviation their unfortunate Cir- 
cumſtances can admit of.— Thus ey 
you truly make a friend of the untig 
teous mamimdn, thus torn the per. 
able of fortune into everlaſting 
bleſſings,- Upon earth you will partake 
that lappineſs you impart to others, and 
lay up for yourſelf meaſures in heaven 
ohere neitber © moth ner ri can corrupt, 
nor thief break thriugh and ſteal. | 

A perſon who hus once experienced 
the advantages of right action, will be 
led by the motive of preſent felf-intereft, 
as well as future expectation, to the 
continuance of it. There is no 1njunc- * 
tion of chriſtianity, that a ſincere chri- 
ſtian will not by obedience find is fo 
calculated as to be directly, in ſome | 
ATE its own reward, . 

D 3 TRE 
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Tux forgiveneſs of injuries (to which 


alone is annexed the promiſe of pardon 
for our own offences, and required by 


the goſpel, not only ſo far as to forbear 
all kinds of retaliation, but alfo to render 


vou equally difpoſed to ſerve, with your 


vtmoſt power, thoſe perſons who have 
wilfully injured you, as if no ſuch inju- 


ry had been received from them) has by 


ſome been accounted a hard precept; 


yet the difficulty of it - ariſes merely 


from, and is proportionable. to the 
badntſs of the heart by which it ĩs fo e- 
ſtet med. A good diſpoſition finds a ſu- 
perlative pleaſure in returning good for 
evilz and by an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 
of mind, in; ſo doing, feels the preſent 
reward of obedience : whereas a ſpirit 
of revenge is incompatible with happi- 
neſs ao implacable temper being a con- 
ſtant torment to its poſſeſſor; and the 
man who returns an ifijury, feels more 
real miſery, from the rancour of his own 
heart, than it is in his power to inflict 
upon another. 


_ SgouLD a friend wound you in the 


moſt tender part, by betraying a confi- 
dence repoſed, prudence forbids the ex- 
poſing yourſelf to a ſecond deception, 
by placing any future truſt in ſuch a 

. ICs perſon 
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perſon. But though here all obligations 
of intimacy ceaſe, thoſe of benevolence 
and humanity remain ſtill in full force, 
and are equally binding, as to every act 
of ſervice and aſſiſtance, even to the ſuf- 
fering a leſſer evil yourſelf, in order to 
procure a much greater good, to the 
perſon by whom you have been thus ill- 
uſed: + This is in general allowed to be 
the duty of every individual to all, as 
a member of ſociety ; but is particular- 
Jy inſtaneed inthe preſent caſe, to ſhew, 
that not even a breach of friendſhip, 
the higheſt of all provocations, will 
conceal the duty, at all times equally 
and unalterably obligatory, of promo- 
ting both the temporal and eternal hap- 
pineſs of all your fellow. creatures, by 
every method in your power. 
. IT has been by many thought imper- 
tinent at any time to offer unaſk-d ad- 
vice; the reaſon of which may be chief- * 
ly owing to its being too frequently ten- 
dered-with a ſupercilious air, that im- 
plies a conceited conſciouſneſs of ſupe - 
rior wiſdom : it is the manner, there- 
fore, more than the thing itſelf that 
gives diſguſt. aug 
I thoſe with whom you have any de- 
gree of intimacy, are guilty of what to 
N D 4 you- 
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you appears either wrong or indifcreet, 
ſpeak your opinion to them with free- 
dom, though you ſhould even loſe a 


friend by fo doing. Silence makes you, 


in ſome meaſure, an acceſſary to the 
fault. But having thus once diſchar 


your duty, reſt there, they are to ju 
for themſelves. To repeat ſuch admoni . 


tions, is both uſeleſs and impertinent; 
and will be thought to proceed rather 
from pride than good nature. To the 
perſons concerned only, are you tb 
ſpeak your diſapprobation of their con- 

ct, when cenfured by others, ſay all 


that truth or probability will permit in 


their juſtiſicatio . 
IT often happens, that, upon an ac- 
cidental quarrel between friends, they 
ſeparately appeal to a third perſon: in 
ſuch caſe, alternately take the oppoſite 


fide; alledging every argument in fa- 
| your of the abſent party, and placing 


the miſtakes of the complainer in the 
ſtrongeſt light. This method may pro- 
bably at firſt diſpleaſe, but is always 
right, as the molt likely to procure a re- 
conciliation. If that takes place, each 
equally obliged, will thankfully; ap- 
prove. your conduct: if not, you will 
have the ſatis faction of, at leaſt, endea- 
o | vouring 
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vouring to be the reſtorer of peace. A 


contrary _—_ „ which penerall 
proceeds from the mean dense of . 
ſing, by flattery, at the expenſe of 
truth, often widens a trifling breach, 
into open and. irreconcilable enmity. 
People of this diſpoſition are the worſt 
fort of incendiaties; the greateft plague 
of human ſociety, becauſe” the moſt 
difficult to be (guarded. againft, from 
their always wearing the ſpecious diſ- 
guiſe of pretended approbation and 
friendſhip to the preſent,. and equally 
deceitful reſentment againſt the abſent 
elbe or vompany; 
To enumerate all the ſocial duties 
would lead me too far; ſuffice it, there- 
fore, my dear, in a few words to ſum 1 
what remains; Let truth ever dwell 
upon your tongue; ſcorn to flatter any 
and deſpiſe the perſon-who would pra- 
riſe ſo baſe an art upon yourlelf. He 
honeſtly open in every part of your be- 
haviour and converfation- All with 
whom you have any intercourſe, even 
down to the meaneft ſtation, Have a 
right to civility and good humour 
from you. A ſuperiority of rank or 
fortune is no licence for a proud ſupet-- 
cilious behaviour. The diſadvantages | 
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of a dependant ſtate are alone ſufficient 
to labour under; it is both unjuſt and 
cruel to encreaſe thłm, either by an 
haughty deportment, or by the unwar- 
rantable exerciſe of a capricious tem- 
|| Per. 1GEHSNOISTTH | qo 0 
|| Examine every part of your conduct 
towards others by the uncrring rule, of 
ſuppoſing a change of places; this will 
certainly lead to an impartial judgment. 
Do then what appears to you right, or, 
in other words, what you would they 
mould do. unto. you; which compre- 
hends every duty relative to fociety. 
Ali at perfection, or you will never 
reach to an attainable height of virtue. 
| Be religious without hypocrily, pious 
| without enthuſiaſm. Endeavour to me- 
Tit the favour of God, by a ſincere 
and uniform obedience to whatever you 
| know or believe to be his will: and 
ſhould afflictive evils be permitted to 
| cloud the ,fun-ſhine of your brighteſt 
days, receive them with ſubmiſſion; - 
ſatisfied that a: Being, equally wile, 
omniſcient, and beneficient, at once 
ſees and intends the good of his whole 
| | creation; and that every general or 
| particular diſpenſation of his providence 
towards the rational part of it, is ſo cal- 
| | culated 
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culated as to be productive of ultimate 
happineſs, which nothing but the miſ- 
behaviour of individuals can prevent to 
themſelves. This truth is ſurely an 
unanſwerable argument for abſolute re- 
ſignation to the will of God; and ſuch 
a reſignation, founded upon teaſon and 
choice; not enforced by neceſſity, is un- 
alterable peace of mind, fixed en too 
firm a baſis to be ſhaken by adverſity. 
Pain, poverty, ingratitude, calumny, 
and even the loſs of thoſe we hold moſt 
dear, may each tranſiently affect, but 
united cannot mortally wound it. Up- 
on this principle you will find it 
poſſible not only; to be content, but 
chearful under all: the diſagteeable cir - 
cumſtances this ſtate of probation is li- 
able toc and; by making: a proper uſe 
of them, effectually remove the garb of 
terror from the-laſt- of all temporal e- 
vils, and learn, with grateful pleaſure, 
to meet approaching death, as the kind 
remover of every painful ſenſation, the 
friendly guide to perfect and everlaſting. 
bappigeſs;: i e 10 

Be LIE VS me this is not mere theo- 
ry; my own experience every moment 
proves the fact undeniably true; my 
conduct in all thoſe relations which 
| D 6 ſtill. 
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fill with me ſubſiſt, nearly as human 
imperfection will allow, is governed by 
the rules here laid down for you; which 
produces the conſtant rational-com 
ſure, that conſtitutes the moſt perfect 
felicity of human life; and with truth 
] can aver, that I daily feel incompa- 
rably more real ſatisfaction, more true 
contentment in my preſent retirement, 
than the gayeſt ſcenes of feſtive mirth 
ever afforded me; Tam pleaſed with this 
life, without an anxious thought for 
the continuance of it, and happy in the 
hope of hereafter exchanging it for an 
infinitely better. My. ſoul; unſtained 
by the crimes unjuſtly imputed to me, 
"moſt ſincerely forgives the malicious 
authors of thoſe imputations, antici- 
pates the tuture pleaſure of an open 
acquittal, and in that expectation loſes 
the pain of preſent undeſerved cenſure, 
By this is meant the” inſtance that was 
made the ſuppoſed: foundation for the 
laſt of innumerable injuries received 
through him from whom I am conſci- 
ous of having deſerved the kindeſt 
treatment. Other faults; no doubt, I 
might have many, to him had very 
few ; nay, far ſeveral years, cannot, 
vpon reflection, accuſe myſelt * any 
| thing,. 


. 
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thing. but too abſolute, too unreſerved 


an obedience to every injunction, even 
where they were plainly contrary to the 
dictates of my own reaſon. — How 
wrong ſuch a compliance, was clearly 
evinced by many inſtances of it having 
been ſince moſt ungenercuſly and moſt 
ungratefully urged as circumſtantial ar- 
guments againſt myſeljf. N 
It muſt indeed be owned, that for 
the two or three laſt years, tired with 
a long ſeries of repeated inſults of a 
nature almoſt beyond the power of ima- 
gination to conceive, my temper be- 
came. ſoured; a conſtant fruit ol en- 
deavour to was changed into an 
abſolute indifference: about it; and ill- 
humour, occaſioned by frequent diſap- 
pointments (a conſequence | have ex- 
Lear uns" warned you. againſt) was, 
perhaps, too much indul- 
ged. How far the unequalled oca- 


tions may be allowed as an excuſe for 
this, Heaven only 


muſt determine, 
whoſe goodneſs has thought fit to re- 
leaſe me from the painful ſituation, 
though by à method, at preſent, nor 
the moſt eligible, as it is the cauſe of 
a ſeparation from my children alſo, and 
thereby has put it out of my power. 5 
atten 
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conduct through life, as particularly as: 
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attend, in the manner 1 could have 
wiſhed; to their education; a duty that 
inclination would have led me, with e- 
qual care and plraſure, more amply to 
fulfill, had they continued under my 
juriſdiction.—— But as providence has 
thought fit otherwiſe to determine, con- 
tented I ſubmit to every diſpenſation, 
convinced that all things-are ordered for 
the beſt, and will, in the end, work to- 
gether for good to them that fear God, 
and ſincerely endeavour to keep bis 
command ments. If in theſe 1 err, I 
am certain it is owing to a miſtake in 
the judgment, not a defect of the will. 

I nus have I endeavoured, my dear 
girl, in ſome meaſure, to compenſate 
both to you and your ſiſters, the depri- 
vation of a conſtant maternal care, by 
adviſing you, according to my beit abi- 
lity, in the moſt material parts of your 


the compaſs = a letter would allow. 
May theſe few inſtructions be as ſervice- 
able to you, as my. wiſhes would. make 
them! and may that. almighty. Being, 


to whom my daily prayers aſcend for 


— preſervation, . grant you: his; bea- 
venly benediction, keep you from all 


| moral evil, lead you into the paths of 


rightcoulneſs 
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righteouſnefs and peace; and give us 
all an happy meeting in thoſe regions 
of an unalterable felicity, prepared for 
thoſe who, by patient continuance in well - 
doing, ſeek for glory and immortality. _ 
SHOULD any of you, when at liberty 
to follow your own inclinations, chuje 
to write to me, a direct ion to be left at 
Mr. Clutterbuck's attorney at law, at 
the Bath, will always fafely convey a 
letter to my hand. 

So many have been the inſtances of 
falſchood and deceit haye met with, 
where they were leaſt expected, that it 
may . juſtify a precaution / againſt my 
name being hereafter made uſe of, with- 
out my knowledge; eſpecially as my 
promiſe of a future letter may lay a 
foundation for ſuch an attempt. That 
future letter muſt contain the relation 
of many events, which, for. the ſake 
of the- perſon, concerned in, them, I 
could wiſh (my heart being really void 
of all angry reſentment) there was no 
neceſſity of making public. If therefore 
I can find a certain means of conveying 
the narrative to your brothers, ſiſters, 
and yourſelf only, when you are all arri- 
ved at a proper age to receive and un- 
derſtand it, that method will be pre- 

ferred ; 


— 
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ferred; if not, T muſt again have recourſe 
to this chanhel. Should I, before that 
intended” period, be removed from this 
ſtate of exiſtence; fo neceſſary does it 
appear to me to undeceive the minds 
of my children, and juſtify to them, 
who are fo nearly concerned, my inju- 
red character; that the manuſcript is de- 


poſited in the hands of a friend, on 


whom T can ſafely depend for the pu- 
blication, at the time prefixed ; and 
who has alſo ſome original letters, toge- 
ther with an order from me, which 
will be ſatisfactory vouchers of its be- 
ing wrote by myſelf. This precaution. 


will efteftually ſecure you from the 
poſſibility of | being impoſed upon, by 


pretended poſthumous letter of 
mine; and, whilt 1 Hive; 1 ſhall write 
my name to whatever is by me we 
ed to any of y G © 2301275 

'DeyEND doot it, e ae, 
moſt certainly, that I am not the au- 
thor of any epiſtle which board. not hg 
"Um fign of”: ga 


Your afetonate morher, 


8. bene ron. 


A 
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In two LaTTExs to the Right Hon, 
my Lady Howann. : * 


R. 


Br A CLERGYMAN, 
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The en to the nan. 


HE letter of teligion hich is here 
.reprinted, having taken a. courle 

into the world, by being tranſlated into 
ſeveral modern —_ „I found that 
a very particular ae bſervation up- 
on it was angexed to the Ftench tranſla- 
tion. This letter of te marks was writ- 
ten, as is commonly believed, by a very 
learned and judicious foreigner, well 
known in England for his great {kill in 
critical learning. I bave publſhed a 
tranſlation — before this impreſſion: 
omitting what he wrote concerning his 
friend's tranſlation of the leiter into 
French; well hoping, that the impartial 
judgment 


—— — — !N— u—— —ü——ö— 


A LADY's RELIGION. Pref 
eh 165 of ſo able a critic may delight 
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The PRRTAcE to the FRENCH Trans- 
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— Do not know whether this 
ſmall treatiſe will meet in the 
world with more critics or admirers ; 
but whatſoever happens, as I have told 
you already, fo 1 tell you again, that 
in my Fx” (iris it is an excellent 
book. Should any one convince me of 
the contrary,” 1 ſhall readily renounce 
the opinion I have of it. But as Il am 


as yet i pirfaniad that this ſmall treatiſe 


contains nothing but What is every way 


conformable to reaſon, and the doctrine 


which Jeſus Chriſt came to preach upon 


the earth; ſo | am ready to declare as 


much to any one who ſhall aſk my opi- 
nion herein. 1 am ufed to do ſo 
in what relates to any important. truth; 
being of * ion, chat à man cannot be 
ſilent on ſuch an occaſion without be- 
traying his confcience. 1 

lx Lani not r rp deſign of 
i dur 


2 
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our author was to make appear, that the 


Chriſtian religion ought to be levelled 


and accommodated to the reach of the 
meaneſt capacity! and that by conſe- 
quence it ought not to be confounded 
with thoſe ſubtile and abſtruſe queſtions 
with which divines make ſo great a noiſe, 
and upon which they have wrangled for 
ſo many ages. This, I ſay, is the de- 
ſign which the author of this work pro- 


— to himſelf; and in which (it ſeems 


to me) he has very happily ſucceeded-; 
in giving us a true and faithful deferip- 
tion of religion, ſuch as Jeſus Chriſt 


taught mankind; full of wiſdom, eaſy 


to be explained, and every way adapted 


to the capacity of the illiterate, ot wo- 


men, and of the meaneſt ſort of people, 
that is to ſay, of the N part of 
mankind. q * 11963 93/044] 


SUPPCS1NG —.— that religion is for 


the uſe of the vulgar and unlearned, 


which no one, I believe, will be ſo bold 


as to deny, I do not ſee what can reaſon- 
ably be objected againſt the deſign of 
our author, or his manner of perform- 
ance. The deſcription he gives us of 
religion repreſents it to be of eaſy ex- 
amination, and extremely clear and 
plain. Nou, is it not requiſite that it 

| ſhould 


within the reach of the 
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ſhould: have theſe qualiſications to be 
greateſt part of 
men? who being neceſſarily obliged, as 
our auchor obſe rves, to provide for their 
own and families neceſſities, to perform 
the common duties of life, cannot a 
themſe lves to the examination of a reli - 
gion that ſhould be hard to be under- 
or requiring a long examination, 
Su we object, that our author has 
forgot | ſeveral famous controverſies in 
divinity ? But if theſe controverſies 
make any part of religion, we muſt 
then retract what we but now ſuppoſed, 


vix. that the Chriſtian religion ought to 


be for the uſe of the ſimple and itlicerate, 
28 well as fur the learned, We muſt 


then ſay, that religion was then given to 


men only to exerciſe their wit, or to im- 


prove their talent in diſputing with one 
another; whereas if we may believe St. 
Paul, God revealed it to us to teach 
us to put away our ilk habits, and to 
-hve ſoberly, nehroully,” and godly in 
this prefent world. ä 
15s plainly, that hade of religion 

by the idea which the apoſtie gives us 
— in that place, it is admirably cal- 
culated for the uſe of all thoſe — — 
who are incapable of a long ann 


illiterate laity, wha are not able to under- 
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of mind, and who have neither penetra- 
tion not leiſure enough to give up them - 
{chves to the ſtudy of curious and ſub- 
tile inquiries, not eaſily to be reſolved. 
Bur I cannot co d how the 
ſame judgment can be made of the con- 
troverſies which have reigned among di- 
vines for ſo long a time; they are ſo 
very abſtruſe, that even aniong thoſe 
who make it their ſtudy to explain 
them to others, there are but few who 
perfectly cumprehend what they turn 
Yet it is not ſufficient to know 
well the knotty part of the queſtion, un- 
leſs we can give the true ſolution of it. 
But can any thing be more difficult 
than poſitively and abſolutely to deter- 
mine a matter among ſo great a number 
of different opinions? No fooner hath 
a divine paſſed his judgment upon-one 
of theſe controverſies; but he is imme- 
diately oppoſed by ather divines, who 
give quite another determination: up- 
on which others ariſe, who make up a 
third party, followed by a fourth; which 
being contrary: to all three, is again at- 
tacked by freſh combatants. Now; if re- 
ligion ſhould, confiſt of ſuck controverſies 
as theſe, what will become of the poor 


ſtand 
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ſtand even the very words or terms made 
uſe of in theſe diſputes? Muſt poor 
country people adhere to their curate's 
or miniſter's determination blindly, and 
without comprehending it? 

Bor ſuppoſing that we could under- 
ſtand our divines determinations (of 
which experience ſhews us the contrary), 
is that ſufficient to give us a right to 
approve of them? No certainly; for we 
muſt alſo underſtand the reaſons of their 
adverſaries: and then having compared 


the ſtrength of their arguments with 


that of our divines, we are to embrace 
and adhere only to that opinion which 
ſhall appear moſt. agreeable to reaſon. 
People may cavil as much as they pleaſe ; 
but, after all, this is a matter, which, ac- 
cording to the laws of juſtice and equi- 


ty, cannot be diſpenſed with. You and 


I know very well ſuch and ſuch a mini- 
ſter,; who preaches every day againſt cer - 
tain heretics, hath never ſeen ſo much 
as the covers of their books, nor known 
their titles; pray ye tell me how can we 
in good conſcience determine ourſelves 
upon what ſuch divines ſhall lay to the 
charge of their pretended heretics? 
Should we approve of a Mahometan who 


would believe all that a faquir, who had 


ne ver 


* 
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never read the goſpel, ſhould deliver in 
a moſque againſt'the Chriſtian religion? 

The caſe is exactly parallel, | 
| You will perhaps reply, that a preach- 
er of controverſy does not only eſtabliſh 
his own opinion, but at the ſame time 
he confutes that of his adverſaries; 
and though” he has not read their 
books, yet he has ſeen paſſages taken 
from them in the books of ſome learn- 
ed profeſſor of his own party. But, Sir 
who will aſſure you, that this preacher, 
or profeſſor: has giyen a true and im- 
partial acoount of the opinions which 
they refute ?. How will you know that 
they do not diſguiſe or ſuppreſs ſome of 
the beſt and ſtrongeſt of their adverſaries 
arguments? We ſee daily, that a ftory, in 
which nobody has any intereſt, is changed 
and falſified as it-paſſes through differ- 
ent mouths. 'With how much greater 
reaſon ought we to fear and ſuſpect, that 
a man who undertakes to refute another 
in the preſence of a numerous afſembly, 

will, either willingly or otherwiſe, weak- 
en, as much as poſſibir, his adverſary's 
reaſons, the more eaſily to de them, 
and thereby to ſecure to himſelf the ho- 
nour of a triumph? Therefore it would 
be an act of great temerity, to condemn 
thoſe 


, 
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thoſe of whom. the chiefs of any party 
are pleaſed to ſtyle heretics without 
reading them. I 
Bes1Des, though our diviees and 
preachers ſhould have given us a faith-, 
ful account of their arguments, we can- 
| not condemn them upon ſuch a report 
il _ withqut being guilty of the greateſt par- 
tiality; for a judge chat ſhould — 
[| a man upon the bare report of his adver - 
| ſary, without ever hearing what he could 
| ſay in his own defence, is an unjuſt 
| judge, thaugh in reality his ſentence be 
| according to juſtice. An heathen poet 


? hath. long fince n us that, 
vi Patuit aliquid parte inaudita aller 
uum licet Jatuns,-houd fans ſuerit. 
Ir the heathens 1 known; by: the 
ſale light of nature, that nobody ought 
to be condemned, without having been 
. heard, how can we diſpenſe with our 


[| ſelves for not obſerving that rule which 
14 Jefus Chriſt himſelf hath taught us in 


theſe expreſs terms, Judt: wh, tbat ye 
| 


— — — — — — 


| be nat judged. 

Ir may poſſibly, 'be replied, by ſome | 
good perſons, that precautions are by 
ng means ſo neceſſary in * church as 


wy WW 0 a” 
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in the civil ſtate, becauſe divines have 
ſuch tender conſciences, as not to diſ- 
guiſe or weaken the ſtrength and ſenſe 
of their adverſaries reaſons. But, alas! 
they know little of the world who talk 
after this manner. We need but hear 
divines themſelves in order to be con- 
vinced, that it is not ſafe at all to de- 
pend upon their fidelity, | 

Fox without running back into the 


hiſtory of the firſt ages, when the bis 


ſhops, true court-weather-cocks, turned 
about with very little wind, to conform 
themſelves to the pleaſure of the prince; 
I fay, without running back ſo far, do we 
not every day hear the divines complain- 
ing of their adverſaries unfaithfulneſs, 
reproaching one another for being made 
to ſpeak againſt their own minds, for 
horrible opinions, for odious and deteſt- 
able conſequences imputed to them, 
ſuch as they never once dreamed of? 
Nor are theſe reproaches to be found 
only among divines of different commu- 
nions ; but even they of the ſame party, 
whenever divided about the explication 
of ſome particular text or doctrine, do 
the ſame thing. One may ſee them in 
ſuch a caſe falling upon one andther 
with greater rage and fury, than if they 
| E were 
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were writing againſt the profeſſed ene- 
mies of their ſociety. We hear of no- 
thing but falſe imputations, imperfect 
quotations, and malignant reflections. 
And if we believe the reciprocal com- 
plaints of each party, we ſhall find rea- 
ſon to conclude, that 
One's in the right, and 
I other is not wrong. 

FURTHERMORE, divines who meet 
together to examine thoſe, ſcandalous 
quarrels of their brethren, and put an 
end to the diſpute by a definitive decree 
or ſentence; divines, I ſay, ſo aſſembled, 
vreſt and diſguiſe the ſentiments of one 
of the parties, and make them ſpeak 
another ſenſe than what was really theirs, 
The late difference between Monſieur 
Saurin and Monſieur Jurieu, will here 
preſent itſelf to my memory whether! 
will or no. I leave it to you to make 
the application, One needs only to 
read the prefaces of theſe two famouy 
antagoniſts, to be fully convinced, that 
he would do himſelf an injury to place 
a blind and implicit dependence on the 
truth and fidelity of divines, whether 
apart or in convocation, and this ac- 

cording to their own confeſſion, 
Tus fonclyfion from - what has ee 
| id, 
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faid, is this, that religion does not con- 
fiſtin thoſe ſubtile and abſtruſe queſtions 


4 about which divines have been divided 
I in their opinions for ſo many ages, ſince 
al the common people do not underſtand 
* them, and are in an abſolute incapacity 


ever to do ſo. For does not Jeſus Chriſt 
expreſsly declare, that he came to preach 
the goſpel to the poor? From whence 


et it neceſſarily follows, that his doctrine ' 
* ought to be proportionate to their capa- 
* cities; and ſuch it is in effect, as any 


one may ſee plainly, by reading over 
the goſpel; as the author of this book 
hath in few words clearly made out. 

We may conclude alſo from hence, 
that we ought to take care, that we | 
make not ourſelves a party with divines, .Y 
by ſiding in their paſſionate conteſts, = | 


rl fince it is not in our power perfectly to 
ke know the differences between them: 
i there being no danger in a man's for- 
uy @bearing to give his judgment upon thoſe 
nat matters, which he does not underſtand ; 
ace but we cannot lawfully condemn both 
the the opinions of a man, and the man 
her himſelf, (for in true divinity theſe two 
ace go all together), without juſt and cogent 


reaſons moving us fo to do. This is vi- 
een ſibly expoſing ourſelves to the ſame pu- 
2 niſhments 
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niſhments which we judge to be due to 
them whom we condemn fo raſhly; 
that is, if we damn a man for holding 
ſuch or ſuch opinions, which we our- 
{clves, by our own ſtudy and diligence, 
could not be thoroughly acquainted 
with, have we not reaſon to fear leſt 
we allo ſhould incur the ſame damna- 
tion for paſſing fo raſh and haſty a judg- 
ment? The declaration which Jeſus 
Chriſt hath made us in this caſe cannot 
be more expreſs than it is; Judge not, 
(ſaith that divine preacher), that you 
be not judged ;, for with what judgment you 
judge, you ſhall be judged. And with what 
meaſure you mete, it ſhall be meted to you 
again, Matth. vil. 1. 2. 


To be able to pronounce deciſively 


upon the diſputes of divines, one muſt 
plunge himſelf over head in reading a 
great many large volumes, full of bar- 


barous and unintelligible terms, and al- 


ſo of intricate and endleſs queſtionsg 


But our profeſſion does not allow us ſo 
to play away our time : let us not then 
concern ourſelves in judging of ſuch 


controverſies, but rather leave to the 


divines the ſorry comfort of diſputing 
 £ternally and bitterly againſt /thoſe who 
contradict them. Iam in dou whe- 


\ | ther 
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ther they will fave themſelves by thoſe 
means; but this I am ſure of, that we 
ſhould run the riſk of loſing ourſelves, 
if we ſhould ſecond them. in their paſ- 
fionate conteſts; not knowing why, or 
for what cauſe we do ſo. It is ſufficient 
for us to ſatisfy ourſelves with the know- 
ledge of God's will, as it is clearly re- 
veled to us in the goſpel. Let us en- 
deavour all we can to put it in practice: 
let us love one another, and do unto o- 
thers as we would they ſhould do unto 
us: let us live without envying, being 
contented with that ſtate of life which 
God has been pleaſed to call us to; and 
let us labour in earneſt to correct in our- 
ſ-lves what we find amiſs, and to make 
continual improvements in virtue; and 
by this means, when this life is ended, 
to ſecure to outſelves the poſſeſſion of an 
eternal happineſs. This is properly our 
bulineſs; and it is no ſmall work if we 
® acquit — as we ought to do. 
Havixo thus freely given you my 
thoughts concerning divines and their 
diſputes, I perceive that I have ſpoken 
in too general a manner. We mult give 
every one his due. It is not true that 
all divines are equally infatuated with 
theological controverſies, There are 
ſome who ſay with St. James, that pure 
E 3 religion 


: 
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religion, and undefiled before God, is to vi- 
fit the falberleß and the widows, and to 
keep himſelf unſpotted from the world. 
Such is the author of the Lady's Reli- 
gion; for he is a divine of the church 
of England. You know. it no other- 
wiſe, than by the title, which oftentimes 
is deceitful : but I was informed ſo by: 
a learned. Engliſh geotleman, who writ 
to me from London, and aſſured me of 
it as of a known and unqueſtionable 


truth. 


Give me leave to add one word more 


vpon the occaſion of writing this book. 
You muſt know that the author being- 
conſulted by the Lady Howard, upon. 
the manner of preparing one's ſelf for 
the holy communion, took. occaſion. 
from thence to draw. this excellent por- 
traiture of the chriſtian rel gion, to the 
end that he might ſhew what are the du- 


ties which us. profeſſion obliges us to at. 
all times, both before, at, and after aur“ 


Preparing for that holy ceremony. Do 
you not admire this anſwer 2? For my 
part, I am of opinion, that our author 


could not have given a more excellent 


proof of his ſolid judgment, and the 
knowledge he hath of the true nature 
and genius. of religion. The moſt part 


of 


9 
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of men reduce religion to ſome particu- 
lar acts of devotion, practiſed at certain 
ſet times; but they are groſsly miſtaken: 
Religion does not conſiſt in certain for- 
malities, depending on certain times and 
places, but in a conſtant habit of watch- 
ing over our conduct, of ccnquering 
our paſſions, and ſtudying inceſſantly to 
grow more and more virtuous, This 1s 
what your author has happily made 

and wherein he has given us ſuch 
excellent directions, which, if ſeriouſly 
applied to and practiſed, will be of 
great uſe and fervice, in the reformati- 
on of manners. This, in my judge- 
ment, is one of the beſt performances 
in 1 bis treatiſe. 


—_—_ *. — 
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_ Mapanm, 
INCE God has been pleaſed to in. 
mo your heart to an early and 
s inquiry after religion, ſo 

that y — lincerely defirous to know 
the Lil of God, in order to do it, I 
n wiſh you had laid your com- 
E + mandy 
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maids upon one more able to aſſiſt you, 


than I am; who, being bred up in an- 


age of ſpeculation and. controverſy, have 


addicted myſelf to the ſtudy of divinity 


more perhaps than to the practice of re- 
ligion; and have been (I pray God for- 
give me) more deſirous to furniſh, m 
head with notions, than my heart witk 
good inclinations, I thought myſelf, 
by my profeſſion, chiefly engaged in a 
ſtudy how to defend the church by law 
eſtabliſhed againſt alk diſſenters, rather 
than to promote the common cauſe of 
ſerious piety; and whilſt, by the ſtrange 
unaccountable genius of this age, I 
have been led aſide to mix the ſtudy of 
politics with that of religion, I have 
been buſily aſſiſting the office of a mini- 
ſter of ſtate, rather than doing the good 
work of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 
New although it has pleaſed God to. 


make me in fome meaſure ſenſible of 


thoſe by-paths, in. which E have ſome- 
times walked, to the hinderance of that 
duty unto which L ought entirely to have 
devoted myſelf; yet 1 am apt to fear 
leſt thole prejudices and undye prepoſ- 
ſeſſions of mind may ſtill rem⁴in within 
me, by which I ſhall be prevented from. 
giving your ladyſhip ſuch an idea of re · 


ligion, as is ſhort, plain, and pure, free 


from 
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from ſuperſtitious appendages, and ſe- 
parate from every by-intereſt. 

Bur without doubt ſuch as this is the 
true ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion, e- 
very line whereof directly tends to 
- make us eaſy within ourſelves, kind and 
comfortable to one another here, and 
happy with God hereafter, 

Tnar our holy religion is a wiſe in- 
ſtitution, will be evident to any one who 
conſiders that God is its author, whoſe 
wiſdom appears in all his works. Thus: 
the frame of viſible nature being agree- 
ably ſet together, and having each part 
of it fuited to uſeful and proper ends, 
demonſtrates itſelf to be the work of 
diyine wiſdom :: in like manner the 
whole plan of pure religion, having al- 
ſo its parts ſuitable to each other, and 
every one of them agreeably ſet to the 
fame good and great deſign of the 
whole, does thereby prove itſelf to be 
the contrivance of at all-wiſe God. 

AND hereby the wiſdom of the Chri- 
ſtian religion will particularly appear, 
becauſe every part of it tends to pro- 
mote the gniverſal good of mankind; 
for which reaſon the divine founder 
thereof was named Jeſus, that is, Savi- 
our, becauſe his only deſign was to · ſave 

{23607 E 5 us 
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us from the prevailing power of fin, and 
from thoſe miſeries in which that evil 
power would involve us. 

Tavs temperance promotes our 
health, juſtice 1n our dealings prevents 
us from ſuſtaining the revenges of the - 
injured, and gains us truſt among men, 
with all the benefits which ariſe from 
thence, Charity, by promoting the 
common good of. others, draws back 
their love and affection to ourſelves ;- 
while patience preſerves quiet within 
our own breaſts, and ſelf-denial, by re. 
ſtraining our extravagant appetites,. e- 
ſtabliſhes the juſt power of reaſon over 
vs : thereby fitting us for all conditions 
of life; and thus the law of Chriſt an- 
ſwers to the character of wiſdom, by its 
agrecableneſs to the beſt defign of God 
in the chiefeſt good of man:. and upon 
this account Solomon charattexed the i- 
dea of religion under the name of viſ- 
dom. 
Bus theſe moral duties, there are 
ſeveral threats of God's judgments, and 
promiſes of his favour contained in 
Chriſt's inſtitution ; the fogmer were 
wiſely deſigned to reſtrain us from im- 
moralities, which are our greateſt fol- 

lies; and the latter, to engage us in the 
| ' practice 
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practice of virtue, which is our greateſt 
wiſdom : the threatenings prepare the 
way for the promiſes, and qualify us to 
receive them; inaſmuch: as they ſhake 
off our affections from ill objects, in or- 
der for the promiſes to fix them upon 


good ones: We muſt needs ceaſe to do 


evil, before we can learn to do well. 
Now, although a due conſideration of 


the divine nature will carry us on to the 


belief of a future ſtate, in which he who 
is in perfection the” beſt of all beings, 
will diſtinguiſ the good from the bad 


by ample rewards and juſt puniſhments ;- 
yet, becauſe every one's capacity may- 
not be ſufficient to make this wiſe re flec 
tion, therefore Jeſus Chriſt was pleaſed 


(as the goſpel phraſes: it) to bring lite 


and immortality to light; 7: e. to give | 


the world full afſurance of a future ſtate, 


in which the juſt God will. diſtinguiſh 


men — in ſuch a manner as they 


ſhall diſtinguiſh themſelves here: and it 
is the wiſdom of every one to preſerve 


this belief in his heart, and bear it al- 


ways about him, becauſe it is the moſt: 


awful monitor againſt our commitring; 
folly, and yields the ſtrongeſt encou- 
* —mpar—y to virtue. 

F ROM What has been ſaid, your be 
1011 E 6 dyſhip 
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dyſbip-ſees firſt what is meant by ſaving 
a ſoul, viz. to dehver it from vitious 
| habits, and fearful puniſhments; the fa- 
tal. conſequents of fuch. habits: and by. 
eſtabliſhing virtue therein, to recom- 
mend it to the favour of God: and ſe- 
condly, that the goſpel of Chriſt was 
deſigned to this very end; and its ten · 
dency hereunto» is its wiſdom. And, 
thirdly, from hence you. alſo perceive 
in — reſpect faith in Jeſus Chriſt is 
ſaid to ſave us, viz. becauſe this faith 
is our receiving the Chriſtian morals for 
the rule of our lives, and the threats 
and promiſes contained in the goſpel, 
for the outward. motives of our practice 
according to that rule. 5 
Ax from theſe three conſiderations, 
| ſummed up together, you may examine 
all the various pretences which differing 
churches and communions make to the 
urity of Chriſtian faith, ſo as to form 
a right judgment of them; for that 
communion which manifeſts itſelf to 
have no other deſign, than to aſſiſt its 
members in ſaving their ſouls from the 
power of ſin, by the morals and motives 
aforementioned, is certainly; the pureſt: 
church; and that faith which bas no o- 
ther r tendency, is the pureſt faith. M7 
| that 


Let. I, A LADY's RELIGION. roy 


that if you form yourſelf upon this prin 
ciple, you may pals by. all nice ſpecula- 
tions, or profound myſteries, which have 
no direct tendency to improve your mo- 
rals, without any hazard of ſalvation. 
SECONDLY, As the Chriſtian inſtitu - 
tion is wiſely practical, ſo it is plain; or, 
in other words, we may ſay, that as the 
wiſdom of the Chriſtian religion appears, 
firit, by its being practical, fo it ap- 
prars, ſecondly, by being plain. The 
obſcure anſwers which were given out: 
from the old Heathen oracles, are now. 
known to have proceeded from the indi- 
rectnels of a deſigning prieſthood; who: | 
to maintain their pretence of foretelling: | 
what ſhalb come to pals, ſent back all. 
thoſe who came to inquire after future | 
events, with doubtful and uncertain an- | | 
ſwers. And it has been the 6bſervation- 
of wiſe men, that when any one affects 
to be dark and myſterious in his con- 
verſation, either he has ſome indirect. 9 
deſign in ſo doing, or elſe whilſt he | 
makes an oſtentation of wiſdom, he does | 
in reality but diſcover his folly: | 
Now, the wiſdom of God cannot be: | 
conceived to aim at any other deſign in | | 
communicating itſelf to us, than the in- 


formation of our minds in the nature of 


* 


good 
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good and evil, and in this order to div 
rect our choice: and all inſtruction muſt 
of neceſſity be plain; ſince it is by 
things eaſy and familiar, ſuch as at firſt. 
fight we may apprehend, whereby we 
can be led on to the knowledge of mat- 
ters more remote and difficult: hut ob- 
ſeure and unintelligible doctrines can 
have no effect upon us beſide unprofita- 
ble amuſement; and whatſoever. is by 
the wiſdom of God laid out of our 
rrach, can be no part of our concern. 
FARTRHER, to what end did he give 
us intellectual faculties? Surely not to a- 


muſe, but to improve vs, by m__— 


us thoroughly to underſtand each 

of our holy religion, which ditectiy — 
to that end, viz. our moral improve- 
ment: as you will ſoon perceive, if you 
reduce the Chriſtian inſtitution to its 
general heads; which are theſe, 

Fixs T, A narration of matters of fact. 

SECONDLY, A declaration of moral: 
laws. 

TrirDLy,. A revelation of ſuch mo- 
tives as are proper to inforce this law: 
upon our minds. And. | 

FouRTHLY, Serious exhortations to- 


refreſh our memories with | our. duty: 


and earneſtly, to recommend it to our 


practice. 


Fi xs T, 
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FigsT, Your Ladyſhip ſees, that the 
matters of fact contained in the four go- 
ſpels, and the acts of the apoſtles, (viz. 
the travels and tranſad ions of Chriſt 
and his diſciples), are ſo plainly related; 
that you underftand the relation as eaſi- 
ly as you read it. And, ſecondly, all 
laws muſt be plain, becauſe they are di- 
rections. Now, obſcure directions are 
but deluſions. And laws which are du- 
bious and difficult to be underſtood, aro 
traps and ſnares. And, thirdly, it is as 
neceflary that motives ſhould be very in» 
telligible, becauſe their deſign is to 
work. ſtrongly upon our wills, by con- 
vineing our underſtandings. Add to 
this, fourthly, that myſtical and unin- 
telligible exhortations are ridiculous; 
upon which account. St. Paul forbade 
religious exerciſes to be performed in 
an unknown tongue. 

Now, as-the four goſpels and acts of 
the apoſtles contain the matters of fact, 
laws, and motives; ſo the epiſtles con- 
tain exhortations to ſeriouſneſs and pie- 
ty, ariſing from the laws, facts, and 
motives before mentioned: and I take 
theſe books to be ſufficiently comprehen- 
five of the inſtitutions and ordinances 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; which ought indeed - 
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be eaſily intelligible, becauſe they con- 
eern the poor, weak, and unlettered peo- 
ple as much as the learned. 

Nox can I ſee that the doctrine of 
Chriſt was by him, or his apoſtles, de- 
livered firſt of all into the hands of the 
learned, to be by them conveyed into 
the minds of the ignorant: but, on the 
contrary, it is manifeſt, that our Saviour 
directed both his diſtourſes and actions 
immediately to the common people, as: 
well as to the ſcribe; and in like mannet 
did his diſciples addreſs their preachings 
and: writings. 

From all this diſcourſe, concerning 
the clearneſs of Chriſt's inſtitution, you 
may ſpare yourſelt the needleſs trouble 
of reading abſtruſe and myſterious points: 
of divinity. Nor need you ſuffer your- 
ſelf to be amuſed with the pretended: 
deep ſpeculations of profound men, 
when you have the plain directions of a 
wiſe and a good God before you, in 
following whereof you ſhall meet with: 


great reward. 
TrxzDpLty, The Chriſtian inſtitution 


is ſhore. True and grnuidue religion has 
always been ſummed up, and Co 
together into a narrow compaſs, . by 
thoſe who beſt underſtood it. Thus Mi- 


ah (vi. 8.) ſpeaking of God, faith, Hie 
hath 
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kath ſhewn thee, O man, what is good; 
and what dath the Lord thy God require of 
thee, but to do juſtice, to love mercy, 


and to wall humbly with thy Gad? And 


our Saviour ſums up the whole law in 
our love to God, and our neighbour; 
and, in another place, includes the 
whole ſcope of the law and the prophets, 
in this one rule, Whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, even ſo 
do ye unto. them; hereby directing us 

to make a right uſe of that reaſon which 


God eſtabliſhed as his oracle in our 


breaſts; to which we may at all times 
reſort, and from whence we may be re- 
folved in ſuch caſes as cancewr our du- 
ty to one anather, 

Fon as by conſulting your own rea- 
ſon, you know wherein you are jultly 
dealt with, and wherein you receive 
wrong; when you are kindly uſed, and. 
when otherwiſe; ſo from the fame prin- 
ciple of reafon you cannot but know 
when you deal juſtly or wrongfuily, and 
when you do kind or ill offices, to ano- 
ther. This one ſhort comprehenſive 
rule taking for its foundation the equa- 
lity. of mankind, in reſpect of their 


common nature, renders religion ufelt_ 


A matter ſenſible unto us. | 
Fon 
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For I can feel the wound of a ſharp 
ſlanderous tongue as ſenſibly as that of a 
ſword; I can feel the wrongs done to 

myſelf and family; and am as much 
| ſeaſible of the benefits 1 enjoy from the 
Juſt and kind dealings of thoſe with 
whom I am concerned; and hereby I 
am in the ſhorteſt and plaineſt way ad- 
monitſhed of my behaviour to others; 
and if this one ſhort rule were reduced 
to practice, the ſtare of . paradiſe would 
be reſtored, and we ſhould enjoy a hea- 
ven upon earth. 

Fo hereby, firſt, all perſecutions for 
conſcience ſake, which have occaſioned 
ſuch violent diſorders, and vaſt effuſion - 
of blood, would be at an end, becauſe 
every one who has any conſcience, would 
moſt willingly preſerve it free from the 
impoſitions of men in the worſhip ot 
God. To compel men by fire and fag- 
got to partake even of a delicious enter- 
tainment, is a ſavage ſort of hoſpitality, 

SECONDLY, All factions in any ſtate 
would be at an end, if every member 
thereof were contented, that every one 
of his fellow - members, who was not an 
enemy to the government, might, hav- 
ing equal pretence of merit; enjoy e- 

un privileges with himſelf. 
ä g THIRDLY, 
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THiRDLy, The occaſions of war and 
law ſuits would be taken away; fince 
nothing but manifeſt wrong can be the 
uſt cauſe of either. | 

AND, fourthly, there would be no 
private quarrels and uneaſineſs among 
neigbhours; fince by this rule of doing 
as we would be done unto, all raſh cen- 
ſures, ſharp reflections, and ungrounded 
ſuſpicions and jealouſies which are the 
ſeeds of private animoſities, are taken a- 
way. And hereby we may expect a 
plentiful ſtore of God's bleſſings among 
us, who will meaſure out his kindneſs 
to us in the ſame manner as we meaſure 
out ours to one another. 

Tur reaſon why religion ſhould be 
both a ſhort and plain inſtitution, will 
appear if you conſider the common cir- 
cumſtances and conditions of men in this 
world. For though your Ladyſhip and. 
many more have leiſure enough to read: 
anddigeſt whole volumes ot uſeful know- 
ledge (if there are any ſuch); yet the: 
vreateſt part of mankind being neceſſa· 
rily employed in making daily proviſions 
for themſclves and families, and dil- 
charging the common offices of life can- 
not attend to any religious inſtitution. 
'which is either difficult or tedious, — 
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Ir is. certain, that the whole life of 
man is not ſufficient for him to read all 
the controverſies which have been writ- 
ten upon pretence of religion; but it 1s 
as certain that God never lays on us a 
greater taſk than what he affords us 
both abilities and opportunities to per- 
form : wherefore we may conclude, 
that ſince the duties of religion are laid 
in common upon all, the poor day-la- 
bourer muſt have ability and opportu- 
nity ſuffictent to inſtruct himſelf {nr 
without hindering the conſtant work of 
his calling. And in all this the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God are made known, 
by adapting our duties to our circum- 
ſtances of life. 

FROM hence you may ſave yourſelf 
the trouble of reading the long and te- 
dious difputes, which with ſuch intem- 
perate zeal are always in agitation a- 
mong the ſeveral parties of Chriſtians. 
Indeed the true Chriſtian inſtitution be- 
ing ſhort, it cannot admit of being ſpun 
out into long controverſies: and though 
J have read many books of controverſial 


divinity, I do not remember that I have 


met with any one controverſy about the 
matter of mere religion; as whether 1 
mould maintain in my heart a high reve- 

rence 
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rence and veneration for almighty God ? 
whether I ought to walk bers him in 
ſincerity and uprightneſs? whether or no 
I ſhould be thankful to him for all the 
benefits which I have received from him? 
whether J ſhall ſubmit to his will with 
patience, and endeavour to govern my 
paſſions to bring them to a due mode- 
ration and temper, by making them 
ſubje& to the law of reaſon ? whether I 
ſhould be true to my promiſe, juſt in 
my dealings, charitable to the poor, and 
ſincere in my devotions.? whether L 
ſhould be temperate and ſober, modeſt 
and chaſte, and demean myſelf in an 
humble, civil, and agreeable manner to- 
wards thoſe with whom I converſe ? 
whether I ſhould be heartily ſorry when 
I come ſhort of my duty, and ſhould be 
watchful in the denial of my irregular 
appetites, paſſions, and evil inclinations 
for the future? In ſhort, it has not (that 
I know of) been diſputed whether ju- 
ſtice, benignity, meekneſs, charity, mo- 
deration, patience, and ſobriety, ſhould 
be received into our affections? or whe- 
ther we ſhould love God and our neigh- 
bour ? Orthodoxy of faith is made the 
pretence of controverly, but the one 
thing neceſſary is orthodoxy of practice. 

1 
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I know your Ladyſhip will not be plea- 
ſed with a diſcourſe upon the ſubject of 
religion, unleſs devotion have its due 
place in it; nor ought it indeed to be 
left out, beeauſe thankfulneſs is a ne- 


ceſſary part of religion, and prayer is the 


preſervative of the whole. A frequent 


repetition of our thanks for all the be- 


nefits we enjoy, preſerves in our minds 


the conſideration of God, as the greateſt 


and beſt of beings; and thereby nou- 
riſhes veneration and gratitude. In like 
manner, prayer for pardon of ſin, and 
preſervation of our perſons, is a con- 
{tant recognition of the mercy and boun- 
ty of God. But prayer againſt the 
power of ſin, is the actual withdrawing 
of our inclinations from evil; and pray- 
er for any grace is an actual application 
of our minds, to attain the particular 
virtue for which we pray. 

Now, although I would not adviſe 
you againſt ſet hours and forms of de- 
votion, either private or public; yet T 
would rather recommend a ſort of habi- 
tual and occaſional devotion, as very 
proper to preſerve the ſtrongeſt impreſ- 
ſions of religion upon your mind. 

IT may be obſerved, that many who 
are very punctual in keeping to their _ 

| exact 
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exa times and forms of devotion, have 
fallen ſhort of any viſible improvement 
in virtue. The ſame pride, forwatdneſs, 
falſehood, covetouſneſs, and bitterneſs 
of ſpirit, have appeared in many wha 
have been conſtant frequenters of the 
public as well as cloſet forms of prayer; 
as if God had not been in all their 
thoughts. The reaſon whereof ſeems to 


be, becauſe their formal petitions ſu- 


perſede their habitual endeavours. Men 
are apt to think, that fince they ſpend 
in every day ſuch a portion of time in 
prayer, they have done all their part: 
and ſo they leave God almighty to take 
care of the event. And this is indeed all 
we can do when we make our petitions 
to our benefactors upon earth, viz, offer 
up our requeſts to them, either by word 
or writing, and then only expect their 
anſwer. 

Bur it is otherwiſe with relation to 
God. Our petitions io him muſt not 
take off from our conſtant endeavours to 
pertorm chat work for which we pray 
his enablement. And this occafional 
devotion, which I would recommend, 
is in its own nature a conſtant endea- 
your after virtue, as well as a ſerious 


petition 
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petition for it. For it ariſeth from a 
frequent obſervation of ourſelves in our 
particular occuring circumſtances ; from 
which obſervation ſuitable defires will 
almoſt neceſſarily flow. As if at any 
time I find that I have done an ill thing, 
immediately upon the diſcovery, I beg 
God's pardon, and refolve to make re- 
compence for the ill 1 have done. Or 
if I have deſigned any evil in my heart, 
and preſently beg pardon of him who 
knoweth the ſecrets thereof; in ſo do- 
ing | have given check to its progreſs. 
In like manner, if I have ſpoken ſlan- 
derouſly, raſhly, or injuriouſly concern- 
ing any one; and upon recollection 
thereof I aſk forgiveneſs of God, and 
deſire that I may not do the like for the 
future; but, on the contrary, that 1 
may govern my tongue better; in all 
this J am labouring to withdraw my 
ſoul from evil, and to form myſelf upon 
a principle of virtue. | 
_ Evexy night and morning are proper 
times of leiſure to call to mind the pre- 
ſervation, ſupport, and advantages we 
have received the day or night -prece- 
ding. And this recollection being ac- 
companied with. thankfulneſs to our 
| _ great 


„ 
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great preſerver, is the actual continu- 
ance and carrying on of our gratitude to 
God. If I perceive pride or paſſion to 
ariſe in my heart; ſo that I am apt to 
put a great value upon every thing 1 
do, and deſpiſe otherss or if 1 find my- 
ſelf eagerly concerned for any . lictle 
wordly advantage, or any ſmall punc- 
tilio of honour, and hereupon I beg. of 
God for an humble ſpirir, and a hea- 
venly mind; lam herein endeavouring 
to expel the poiſon of ſin by its proper 
antidote, _ | | 
WI cannot but feel the diforders of 
our minds, as much as the diſeaſes of 
our bodies. And the cauſes of 'a diſor - 
dered mind are much more eafily diſ- 
cerned, than the cauſes of a bodily di- 
ſtemper, For either my mind is trou- 
bled for want or loſſes,” or it may be for 
the proſperity of others, cr want of a 
revenge, or becaufe I cannot have my 
will in what I deſigned. Upon theſe or 
ſuch like occaſions, the proper cure is 
devotional, in begging God's pardon" 
tor my diſcontent; and being deſirous 
that my will ſhould be ſubmitted to his 
who has taught me that 1 ſhould not re- 
turn evil for evil, bur 1 ſnoul i love 
my neighbour as myſelf, This fore of 
_ SM ſoliloquy, 
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ſoliloquy, and occaſional mental addreſs 
to God, is a ſure way to compoſe the 
d. ſorders of our thoughts. For the 
growing power of any fin, is moſt cer- 
tainly ſuppreſſed by introducing the 
oppoſite virtue inp our deſires. 
Tu ſame method may be uſed as to 
- fins of oniflion, A ſerious perſon will 
obſerve negle&s of common duties, 
which reſpect either God or man. He 
cannot but take notice how much he 
has neglected his buſineſs, or his health ; 
how little he has conſidered God as his 
owner, governor, and benefactor; and 
how ſmall a portion of what God has, 
bleſſed him with, he has laid out upon 
the good of his fellow- creatures. And 
it Vo 5 a man is ſeriouſly deſirous 
to become more dutiful to God, more 
uſeful to himſelf, and beneficial to o- 
thers, he is cherein actually bending his 
mind t to ſupply his former omiſſions. 
Tunis caſual devotion ariſing from 
the obſcrvation of ourſelves, under the 
common circumſtances of life (although 
it can have no ſet times and forms pre- 
ſcribed to it) will be very effectual to 
produce, preſerve, a nd increaſe a true 
ſenſe of religion h in us. And if you 
are pleaſed to app ey your Welke here 
unto 
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unto, as occaſion ſhall direct you, this 


devotion will ſoon become habitual, cu- 


ſtomary, and eaſy, And its returns, 


which will be frequent and ſhort, will 
be a continual reſtraint from evil-doing, 
and an actual exercife of virtue. 

Tuts exerciſe which I have been pre- 
ſcribing, is commonly reſerved to be 
performed all at once, m an aQual pre- 
paration before receiving the ſacrament 


of the Log D's SuPPER; which is uſual- 


ly performed by help of an artificial ca- 


talogue of ſins methodically collected 
out of the ten commandments; accor- 


ding to which catalogue, ſet forms of con- 
feſſions are drawn up, which the prepa- 


rant 1s to take upon content; and with · 


out any fort of judgment or diſcretion 


of his own, he confeſſes himſelf guilty 


of all the fins therein mentioned toge- 


ther, with ali their aggravations, though I 


it may be, many ot them were of ſuch 
a heinous nature, as never entered into 
his heart to commit. And if theſe ca- 
talogues aud confeſſional forms are read 
over once a quarter of a year, or it may 
be, once a month againſt the ufual ſa- 
crament-day, the work of preparation is 
thou: ht to be well paſſed over. 

Yer I cannot but think it better to 


F 2 keep 
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keep a conſtant cuſtomary watch over 
Quriclves, and upon the firſt diſcovery 
of any evil deſign or ation, immediate - 
ly to retract it within our own hearts, as 
in the preſence of God, and by mental 
prayer, proper to the occaſion, arm our- 
lelves againſt committing the like for 
the future. Hereby you diſcharge a du- 
ty in its proper ſeaſon, which is better 
than to delay it to a prefixed diſtance of 
time: for what is moſt freſh in memo- 
ry, will make the moſt lively impreſſi- 
on upon us; but may in a little time be 
forgotten. Beſides, we are apt to turn 
forms into formalities; and a natural 
diſcharge of religious duties muſt be 
more improving than an artificial one. 
As by this your Lady ſhip ſees the 
reaſon why 1 have written a diſcourſe of 
religion in general, in anſwer to your 
letter, wherein you wrote only concern- 
ing the Lord's ſupper, vis. becauſe I 
.clteem a ſerious well inclined temper of 
mind to be the beſt. preparation, either 
or that, or any other of the ordinances 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that we may partake of 
them with advantage and delight. 
 Navrd adviſes us to delight ourſelves 
in the Lord, i. e. in all his ways and or- 
dinances. And I cannot fee why our 
t | | pre- 
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-preparation for. the Lord's table, and 
participation at it, ſhould be accompa- 
nied with greater anxieties of mind than 
our communicating in any other holy 
office; ſuch as public prayer or preach- 
ing, We expect the ſame blefling of 
God in the improvement of our virtues 
from all of theſe ordinances alike. And 
why with terror upon our minds we 
mould uſe any of thoſe means which 
God has ordained for our good, I do 
not underſtand. A man indeed ought 
to perform every religious office ſeriouſly 
and ſoberly; but fear, by amuſing and 
diſtrating the mind, is apt to render 
the ordinance unprofitable. | 
Mz x ovght like wiſe to be diſcoura- 
ped from coming to prayer, preaching, 
or communicating at the Lord's table, 
with a careleſs, or profane temper of 
mind: becauſe ſuch unpreparedneſsdoes 
harden mens hearts, and renders the or- 
dinance unprofitable, Such as this was 
the caſe of the Corinthians, who, in ce- 
tebrating the LordPs ſupper, were ſo in- 
conſiderate of what they came to do, 
that ſome of them were drunk at the 
Lord's table, as you read 1 Cor. xi. 21 ; 
and to this their profane behaviour, 
theſe texts of ſcripture do particularly. 
\% F 3 re- 
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relate which affright ſome men from, and 
- others in receiving the ſacrament : on 
this account it was ſaid, by St. Paul, that 
they were guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt 
and did eat and drink damnation to them- 
ſelves, nit diſcerning the Lord's Body, ver. 
27. 29. i. e. by ſuch a profane and un- 
worthy communicating, they call down 
God's judgments upon themſelves ; 
for ſo the word damnation ought to be 
underſtood, becauſe it refers to the 
judgments fpecified in the following 
verſe, where it is ſaid, that for ibis cauſe 
(viz. of drunken communicating ) many' are 
weak and ſickly among you, ma. many fleep, 
i. e. die, ver. 30. Now, to avoid theſe 
judgments, he exhorts them to exa- 
mine themſclves, i. e. to conſider with 
themſelves what was the meaning of that 
duty which they were to perform at the 
Lord's table; which duty was this, viz. 
to cal to mind the death of Jus Chriſt. 
And this commemoration is by. St. Paul 
ſtyled diſcerning the Lord's body. 

Tusk vilible ſigns of our Saviour's 
death, which we diſcern on the Lord's 
table, do prepare our minds to contem- 
plate a divine perſon, who, for his great 
charity to the ſtupid world, ſuffered the 
higheſt injuſtice, with ſuch an "ae 
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ble patience, and heroic fortitude, as 
was ſuperior to the ſharpeſt malice of 
his enemies; thereby ſetting before us 
the brighteſt example of an unſhakeh 
reſolution, to do good in — of all 
diſcouragements. 

Yov will perceive, Madam, by this 
diſcourſe, that the Chriſtian feligion is 
a wiſe, a plain, and a ſhort inſtitution : 
the belief whereof was deſigned to fave 
our ſouls from the power and dznger cf 
fi, by ingraſting virtuous habits in cur 
minds. You will likewiſe perceive, that 
1 hold it neceſſary to keep a conſtant 
watch over ourſelves, to repent as often 
as we perceive ourſelves to tranſgtreſs, 
and, by oecaſional mental devotion, in- 
eline our hearts to obſerve the law of 
Chriſt; and all chis in order to build 
up a habit of virtue within us. You 
will alſo perceive, that the contempla- 
tion of the death of Chriſt, with all its. 
circumſtances, tends to the ſame admi- 
rable end. 

AnD if theſe or any other means ſhall 
work upon you to be generouſly juſt,. 
to bear a good-will to all men, to do 
what good you can, and to be uncon- 
cerned for the events of things which 
are not within your power ; you will be 
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eafy within. yourſelf, and ſatisfied in 
your own conſcience, which is the dawn. 
of heaven, upon earth; and you may 
cheartully communicate at any, time. 


LETTER II. 


Mapau, 


TIA lately been in conyerſation 
LI -with a lady of your acquaintance, 
ſhe took occaſion to ſpeak concerning 
the letter I wrote to your Ladyſhip; 
which was publiſhed a few years ſince, 
under the title of a Lapy's RELIG 10N, 
She was. pleaſed to favour me ſo far as 
to lay, that the letter did contain a good 
moral doctrine: but ſhe thought it a 
blameable omiſſion in me, to paſs over 
in ſilence thoſe many doctrines of the 
Chriſtian faiuh, which ſhe thought of 
abſolute neceſſity to our ſalvation, Tg 
this objection I replied, That my deſign 
in writing the letter of religion to your 
Ladyſhip, was only 'to recommend the 
moral Jaw of our Lord Jcfus. Chriſt from 
its own intrinke worth, which appears 


in thole many and great advantages, 
[x > 1 Which. 


i\ 
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which the ſerious practice thereof would 
certainly confer upon mankind: not 
intending thereby to diminiſh ought 
from the doctrine of the Chriſtian faith, 


* 


which is therefore worthy of all accepta- 
tion; becauſe it is a means to enforce” 
the goſpel- moral upon our practice. 
Upon which account it is truly ſaid to 
ſave our ſouls, ſince it promotes our 
ready obedience to the evangelical law 
of our Lord and Saviour Tefas Chrilt, 
And for this reaſon it was that I adviſed 
your Ladyſhip,.. net ro perplex your 
thoughts with thoſe dectrines of faitli 
which are of a myſterious: nature; for- 
that ſuch doctrines which we cannot 
well underſtand, cannot well be applied. 
either as motives ot means to ettgage- 
us in practical duties: This reply had; 
the good fortune to give tlie lady ſome 
ſatisfaction as to this point; but pre- 
ſently ſhe objected to me another omif - 
fron, which ſhe thought was of greater 
conſequenee than the” former. For 
Solomon of old (ſaid ſhe) recommend- 
ed the tear ot God as à fundamental 
of teligion Our vavioar Chrift tag puts 
us in mind of the worm which ne⸗ 
ver dies. And St. Paul (if I miſtake- 
not) makes uſe of the terrors of the Lord: 
* F 5 to- 
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to perſuade men to. righteoufneſs. But 
you, (ſaid ſhe), in your letter to my wor- 
thy friend, have not only omitted this 
Fundamental paint, but in ſome meaſure 
diſcouraged her as to that part of religion 
which conſiſts in fear, in ſaying, * That 
fear, by amuſing and diſtracting the mind, is 
apt to render God's ordinance unprofitab/e. 
ALL that I replied at that time was, 
That Solomon meant no more than only 
to ſay that the fear (or dread) of God 
was introductory to religion: -T he fear 
F God (laid he) #5 the beginning of wiſdom, 
Prov. ix. 10. But he did not eſteem 
the fear of that fort as any part of reli- 
gion; for as much as every duty that is 
acceptable to God, muſt ariſe from our 
love to him, which is the only ſpring 
and fountain from whence all truly re- 
ligious performances can flow; and 
which fails not to caſt out all ſort of fear, 
except that filial and legitimate kind 
which itſelf naturally produceth. And 
in this manner (ſaid 1) that great ſage 
in Iſrael. Jeſus the ſon of Sirach, ex- 
plained himſelf hereupon in bis book 
of Eccleſiaſticus, chap. xxv. ver. 11. 
12. T he love of the Lord paſſeth all things 


r 
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fox illumination. That is, true religion' 
gives the beſt light and direction to hu- 
man underſtanding. And then it fol-- 
lows, The fear of the Lord it the beginning 
of bis love: That is, the fear of God 
will prepare us for that love of God. 
which by its illumination will direct and- 
encourage us in the duties of religion. 
To this quotation I added the reaſon: 
of the thing, by appealing to her own + 
judgment, whether ſhe would not eſteem 
a ſervice done to her by her children, her 
relations, or even her ſervants, out of a 
principle of love, much better than ſuch 
ſervices which* ariſe only from fear. 
Nay, I aſked, if a real benefit which was: 
done to her out of no good- will could 
be ſo much as thank- worthy. - 
Bor theſe replies gave her no ſatis - 
faction; becauſe the book Eccleſiaſticus 
was apocryphal; and becauſe compa- 
riſons ought not to be alledged for 
proofs, but ſhould be uſed only et 
luſtration. YEP ©) 20008 
WazRrEFoReg ſhe deſired me to 2 e 
her better ſatisfaction in the point of fear. 
as to what part it ſuſtains in the affair 


of religion; which reaſonable command 
laid on me by her, gave occaſion to the 
following diſcourſe, which I take the li- 

; F 6 berty. 
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berty to addreſs to your Ladyſhip in this 
prt ſent letter: it being not grounded 
upon the authority of any-apocryphal; 
writer, but of St. John the apoſtle of 
Jeſus Chriſt; whoſe words are theſe, L. 
John iv. 18. There is no. fear. in love, 
tut perfett love caſteib cut fear 5 becauſe 
fear hath torment 5, be * fearu®, is net; 
made per ſeli in love. a : 
By v ſince fear, as mel as Joe ang all. 
the other paſſions, is fixed originally in 
human nature, it may juſtly ſeem ſome - 
what ſtrange to your Ladyſhip, that any: 
thing | ſhould be ſuppoſed capable of 
caſting it out. For ſhould fear or any 
other paſſion be ejected. or eraſed from 
the ſoul, buman nature would appear 
imperfect: for as much as every paſſion 
ſerves to a proper uſe and deſign in the 
frame of man. Thus fear gives a check 
to raſh, praceedings, and hope give cou · 
rage to attempt any good delign though 
difficult to be accomplithed. end 
makes the ſoul to ſtart at the appearance 
of evil, whilſt love joins. it; to its trueſt 
intereſt, and ptoduceth joy in the con · 
ſtant purſuit of what is good. Sadacks 
diſcovers to us the 2 inſatiable. 
deſires, and unreaſonable. expectations, 
And anger ſtands like þ bold centinel 
| y 71 with 
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with ſword in hand, to keep inſolent be- 


haviour at a diſtance» durely theſe 
ſprings of motion Which Gd hath pla- 


ced in the foul, for the proſecuting: of 


good ends, and avoiding cvil, cannot 
be caſt out. Or if any of them were 


excluded, ſore ſcar or imperfectianl in 
the human nee would be lett Her | 


hind. al 


Inoazd, if any of han ned theie 


proper., bounds, ſo that they bt come 
malignant, or at leaſt burde nſome to 
nature; we have reaſon to reduce them 


within cheir juſt limits. Or if one f 
them takes upon him to Fre Fea the 


office which of right belongeth to ano- 
ther, (as a man may hate what he ſhould 

love, and rejoice when he ſhould weep), 
it ought to be caſt out of that unnatu- 


ral ufur patio, and the proper affection. 


ought te be reſtored to its rightful fune · 


tion, as in the caſe allt dged by St. Jahn . 


in that place upon which I ground my 
argument. It tear ſhall take upon itlelf 
to be the ſpring head of all our reve- 
rence for Deity. and of our obedience 
to the divine will; in ſuch a caſe the 
ſoul ought to be reicued from the bon- 
So fear, and be ſubjected to the 

ful e of love: to which affecti- 


On. 
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omit owes its natural allegiance: For 
whenſoever' a ſoul is impregnate wirh a- 
fincere love to God, it will not endure: 
to be engaged in the performance of its 
duty by fear, but will caſt off its yoke 
and abhor its uſurpation. And in this 
ſenſe, Madam, I take thay _ n 
love caſteth out fea . 

Bur fince it is not in the neweſt off 
love totally to extinguiſn the paſſion of 
fear, but all it pretends to is only to 
confine it within its proper bounds, ſo 
that it may not intrude itſelf into the 
ſphere of love; I ſha!l from hence take 
occaſion to ſer forth to your Ladyſhip, 
(1e) what fear of God is conſiſtent witby 
the love of God; and what is caſt out 
thereby. (2.) What fear of man is con- 
ſiſtent with divine love, and what is caſt 
out by it. And (3.) what fear of hell 
is conſiſtent therewith, and what is not; 
I. l As-to the firſt. of theſe particulars; 
it is evident, that whoſoever ſuppoſeth 
God to be an eternal ſpirit, without body; 
| parts, er paſſions; of infinite power, wiſ- 
dom and edodneſs, the maler and preſer- 
ver of all "ig, (as our church in her 
firſt article deſcribes him); and hereup- 
on has formed himſelf upon a principle 
| 1 high eſteem and humble affection, as 
| alſo 
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alſo of love and gratitude to his great 
owner, governor, and benefactor, can- 
not but be affected with a reverential 
awe, and fear of miſbehaving himſelf in 
the preſence of God. Such a one will: 
fear the Lord of heaven and earth, 
walking humbly before him; and, 
through a watchfal denial of himſctf,. 
he will hold no confederacy- with any 
known fin, Nor will he dare to do an 
unjuſt action, though never ſo much to: 
his advantage. And all this, becauſe- 
he fears to offend him whom he loves, 
and eſteems as the fountain of all good. 
AccoRDING to this notion, good men 
have been called the children of God, 
- with reſpect to the dutiful behaviour of 
an obedient child to an indulgent father. 
For by how much ſuch a one is ſenſible: 
of the tender affection his parent bears 
to him, by how much the more ſenſible- 
he is that all his preſent enjoyments and: 
hopes of future advantage are derived 
from the conſtant loving diſpoſition of 
his parent, fo much the more will he in- 
dulge within himſelf a conſtant fear of 
offending. But then this fear hath no 
torment ; neither is it impoſed upon 
the child, but is his own free choice, 
his joy, and ſatisfaction; and always in- 
creaſing 


1 
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creaſing in proportion to che love he 
bears to his father. 

Bor, on the contrary, Afar, fie 
whic hath torment, ſuch as St. John 
ſpeaketh of, will be caſt out by a love to 
God. For when with delight we ſee 
that the world is conſtantly ſupported: 
by the divine bounty, why ſhould we 
ſuffer ourſclves to be tormented with 
anxious cares and fears for food and rai- 
ment? which two things in conjunction. 
are a {ſuthcient fund of contentment, ac- 
cording to an univerſal rule of reaſon laid 
down by St. Paul, Having food and rai ment. 
let us be therewith content, 1 Tim. vi. 8. 

InconusT ENT therefore with the 
love of God, is ſuch a fear as is ſelfiſh, 
where the ſmart of puniſhment for (in 
is dreaded more than the diſpleaſure of 
God. In the ſpirit of this Naviſh fear, 
Pharaoh made ſome faint reſolutions to- 
ſet an enthralled people at liberty; but 
as toon as the ſmart ot God's rod was: 
allayed, he tecoveied his former cruelty, 
and reſalved to perpetuate their bon- 
dage. Thus a wolf or lion, under the 


immediate diſcipline of a fevere;keeper,, 


holding the rod of correction in his 
hand, may ſuffer a lamb to lie ſafely 
| nn. 82 5 reach; but tid! abſtinence: 
ö from 
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from preſent rapine, changes not the 
nature of the beaſt. The one is not leſs 
a wolf, por the ocher lefs a lion, than 
at other times. 

Pesto es, Madam, there is this great 
jnconſiſtency between: the love of God, 
and ſuch a ſlaviſn tear as has been now 
defcribed; that be who loveth God, will 
take delight and bigh ſatisfaction in 
contemplation of the divine power wil- 
dom and goodneſs; but he who ferverh 
ed cut of a principle of flaviſh fear 
which always compels him to act con- 
trary to his inclination, can take no de- 
light in the contemplation of God; but 
rather wiſheth that there were no know - 
ledge in the Moſt High 10 diſcern, or 
no power to puniſh. In this reſpett it 
a © his the Lol hath ſaid in his heart, 
There is no Ged, Ihe fool is a wicked 
man; the language of the heart is de ſire. 
So that the plain ſenſe of that faying is, 
that an 1ll-jnclined man wither n 
there x ete no God, 

Bur if yeu will confider Deieyias 
wis deſcribed | by tbe philefopbers of old; 
you will find the divine nature ſet forth 
in the moſt lively manner by Pythago- 
ras as bæ is cited by Juſtin Martyr in 
bia txhortations to _ —— 1 
Dns 80 
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« God is ſurely. one, nor is he reſident 
(as ſome imagine) with ut the ſtruc- 
« ture of the univerſe, but is entire 
« within himſelf; ſurveying all genera- 
tions in a complete circle, He is the 
2 temperament of all ages, the agent of 
his own powers and works; the prin- 
** ciple of all things individual; the 
light of the heavens, and the arent 
8 — all; the life and animation of eve 
creature; the motion of all ſuctes: | 
« fions and alterations.“ I was ſaying, 
that if you ſhall thus conſider Deity as 
the vital ſpirit of the univerſe, you will 
find ſufficient engagements to the love 
thereof, from every. obſervation you 
will make upon nature. Upon this con- 
_ fideration of Deity it may be ſaid, that 
the heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament ſhe uu his handy work, Pſal. 
xix. 1. And what ſort of affections 
can this declaration of heaven and earth 
raiſe in the temper of man beſides 
eſteem, complacency, andi gratitude ? 
which being put together, make up 
that compoſition of love, which ur 
out fear. 


Ir is this contemplation of nature, 
Madam, it is this cloſe! obſervation of 
that ſubſerviency which. the inferior 
. | and. 
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and ſmaller ſyſtems of natural beings 
pay to the greater and ſuperior, which 
raiſes an high eſteem for the wonderful 
artificer, Ly whom all things live, and move, 
end have their beings, by whom every 
office of ſenſation is performed: ſo that 
we may taſte and fee how good the Lords is, 
Pſal. xxxiv. 8.; and from thence con- 
clude by ſenſible demonſtration, that all 
delight is the creature of Deity, continu- 
ally obliging us to a comfortable par- 
ticipation of divine bounty, and thereby 
to a conſtant return of praiſe and thanks. 
AND if that (mall portion of experi- 
mental knowledge in the wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs of God, to which in this 
life we may attain, can raiſe us to ſuch a 
ſincere love of God as can expel all the 
torment of fear, ſurely an eternal pro- 
greſſive knowledge of that inexhauſtible 
ſubject, may be eſteemed an eternal 
fountain of delight. | 
Bor, at preſent, what umbrage can 
be given to fear from the contemplation 
of Deity? Can that divine wiſdom by 
which all things are contrived for our 
ufe, or that divine power by which all 
things are ſupported for our conſtant ſa- 
tisfaction ſuffer any one to give way to 
ſuperſtitious fears ? As if Deity * 
3 re 
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ſtere and rigorous, ealily provoked by 
fome ſmall, and perhaps unavoidable 
miſtakes of creatures; and as eaſily ap- 
pealed with fome flight formalities and 
external performances. 

Tnis falſe idea of Deity, Madam, 
cannot be gathered up from your obſer- 
vation of nature; but muſt ariſe from 
that narrow and froward temper, which 
the weaker fort of men too frequently 
fecl within themſclves. And although 
the wiſe Solumon built an haute for the 
Lord, which was accepted: of God, as 
all the Jewrh rites were, through divine 
condeſcenſion; yet St. Stephen ſpeaking 
of that temple, makes this obleryation 
#h:renpoen-; Howgert the Moſt High dwel- 
au not tu temples ;, as faith the pro» 
pbes, Heaven ts my throne, and earth is my 
Fooifice! : whot houſe will ye buiid me, ſaith 
the Lord: or what is the place of my ret? 
Hath not my band made all theſe things? * 
Acts vii. 48. In like manner although, 
through the fame condeſcenſicn, God ac- 
cepted the ſacrifices. of Hrael, yet the 
prophets bare wuneſs that he did not re- 
gute or command thoſe ſervices. In- 
deed this appears in the very beginning 
of the Levitical book of Moſes; where 
it is thus written: Aud the Lerd called 
N i 
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| to Moſes out of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, ſaying, Speak unto the children 
of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, If any man 
of you bring an offering unto the Lord, ye 
ſhall bring your offering of the caitle, even 
of the berd, and of the flock. If bir offer- 
ing be a burnt ſacrifice of the herd, let 
' him offer @ male without blemifh : be hall 
offer it of his own voluntary will, at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation 
before the Lord, I ev. i. 1. Cc. So that 
ſacrifices ſeem to be as much a human 
as a divine inſtitution. And it may 
without any abfurdity be ſuppoſed, that 
Cain and Abel, or any ancient inhabi- 
tants of the world, might appoint ſome 
certain day to join their ſtores together, 
to the intent that they and their families 
might eat and drink ta the glory of God, 
as St. Paul ſpeaks, 1 Cor. x. 3 1. i. e. 
whilſt they were partakers at a plentiful 
table, they might expreſs their thanks 
to God who furniſhed'it out for them. 
It is poſſible allo, that the original de- 
ſign of this thankſgiving feſtival might 
in after times be forgotten by poſterity, 
who might yet retain the cuttom of ſa- 
crificing, upon a miſtaken fuppoſal that 
the ſolemn ſlaughter of their cattle was 
a thing well pleaſing to God; becauſe it 
| was 
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} was (as to them it ſeemed) a religious 
obſervation of their forefathers. And 
| from hence it might come, that ſacri- 
| fices and offerings were once the catho- 
| lic religion of the world. But for an 
unprejudiſed perſon to conceive that 
| the Deity ſhould be pleaſed with the 
ſlaughter of hecatombs, is a ſuppoſition 
| of a ſtrange nature. And whence could 
| ._ It ariſe, but from the miſleading of fear, 
Which induced weak men to believe, 
that God being angry with them for 
their fins, muſt have his anger appeaſed 
by the flaughter of beaſts, that he may 
be prevailed upon to ſpare the lives of 
men? | 
Now, to give your ladyſhip a general 
account, how this matter ſtood of old; 
as far as I can reach into antiquity, it 
appears that fear gave to mankind one 
_ moiety of their notion of God. For 
| it was generally believed of old, that 
Deity was made up of two co-ordinate 
| powers ; the one for good, the other 
for evil. And it is a long time paſt, 
ſince mens fancies found out names for 
the chimerical objects of their fears. 
So of old the Hebrews called theſe two 
co ordinate principles by the names of 
Cad and Meni. The Egyptians _ 
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ed them Ohris and Typhon, In the 
Greek inſcriptions upon funeral urns 
are frequently met the letters Theta and 
Kappa, the initial letters of Theois and 
Kakois, the unlucky gods. The Ro- 
mans expreſſed the ſame thing by Joves 
and Vzjoves; hard names which J am 
forced to trouble your Ladyſhip with. 
And the aſtrologers carry on the fame 
notion to this day, under the ſtyle of fa- 
vourable and malignant aſpects. I can- 
not tell how long it is ſince the Perſians 
received/ this opinion under the names 
of Oromaſdes and Arimanius; but it 
may be computed how long it is ſince 
Manes Manichæus, a Perſian by birth, 
and a Chriſtian by profeſſion, revived 
that ancient opinion of the Perſians, 
which, by the Chriſtians of that age, was 
called the Manichæan herely-; and was 
a belief of two co-ordinate ſupreme 
powers, the one good, the other vil. 
This hereſy was firſt broached in the 
reign of Aurelian the Emperor, and in 
the year of our Lora 2/3 
DovsTLEss, it was the prevailin 
wer of fear, which armed Jupiter wit 
his thunderbolt, Mars with his ſpear, 
and Apollo with his bow. And what 
can your ladyſhip think of thoſe parents 
ONT | who 
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who farced their childrento paſs through 


the fire to Moloch, though it were only 


to ſcorch their ſkins, which is the mild- 
eſt interpretation of thoſe words of Mo- 
ſes whereby that ſort of cruelty was for 
bidden, Lev. xviti. 2t.; what can your 
Ladyſhipthink of thoſe parents, but that 
they were ſcared out of their wits ? And 
what opinion can you conceive of t 

parents who burat, their children to 
Adrammelech and Anammtlech the 


gods of Sepharvaim, 2 Kings xvii. 31. 
but chat they were frightened out of all 


ſenſe of humanity ? For what can be dif- 
covered in the philoſophic notion of 
Deity; which may give umbrage to ſuch 
enormous ſuperſtitious fears? But, on 
the other hand, might not Pythagoras 
well be ſtyled a divine philoſopher, who 
came into Italy in the reign of Tarqui- 
nius Superbus (as Cicero informs us), 


to give the then barbarous- people, ſucty 


a true notion of Deity, as might diſſi - 
pate all ſuperſtitious fears, and afford: 
a ſolid comfort? For if Deity be no 
other than the vital ſpirit of the univerſe, 
and common parent of mankind, reve- 
rence, love, and gratitude become due 
tram man to God: and Pythagoras 


W well aſk the queſtion, why men 


invented 
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invented ſpectres to frighten themſelves 
withal? as Ovid repreſents him ſpeak- 
ing. . | a 


Quid Styga, quid tenebras, et nomina vand 
_ tametis. 


- And for the fame reaſon was it, Ma- 
dam,. that Moſes commanded the Jews 
to bring their ſacrifices to the door ot the 
tabernacle, viz. that they might not be 

offered to fearful objects, which theſcri 
tures call devils: They — no more 55 
their ſacrifices to devils, Lev. xvii. 7. Up- 
on which text it may be obſerved, that 
the original word which in our tranſla- 
tion is rendered devils,- is by Latin inter- 
pretation ſet forth by moſt odious, fright- 
ful, and horrid ideas; ſuch as piloſi, vil- 
hf, birfuti, birt, Jatyri, borridigtorrifici.. 
And particularly Bochart in his treatiſe 
npon the animals mentioned in the Old 
Teſtament, commenting upon the text 
of Moſes, fays, that this word which we 
"tranſlate devils, was given as a name to 
the idols of Canaan, quod horripilatjonem 
iis incutiunt quibus apparent; i. e. becauſe 
their figures were ſo terrible, that a man's 
hair would ſtand on end at their appear- 
ance. And _—_ will read the chap- 
ö | ter 
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ter laſt cited, will find Moſes preventing 


| banal in his deſign of diſſuading 


men from . — a frightful idea 
of Deity; and commanding that ſince 
ſactißces were the worſhip then in uſe, 
his countrymen ſhould therefore pay 
their homage to that God, whoſe charac- 
ter was gracious and merciful, che great 
deliverer of that particular people, and 


one who ſtill reſerved a particular kind- 


neſs for them. This character is in its 
nature fitted to raiſe veneration, love, 
and hope; but fear is an unbecoming 
treatment of ſuch a Deity. | 
Axp yet behold, Madam, a greater 
than Pythagoras is here. I mean St. 
John, who in his epiſtle which at firſt 1 
cited, ſets forth 9 character of God, 
by the ideas of light and love, 1 John i. 
5. Cod is light, and in bim it no darkneſs 
at all, And ia other places be gives 
the moſt amiable character of Deity, ay 
ing, that God is love. 1 John iv. 8. 
As to the friſt ot theſe two charathers | 
of God, that illuſtrious one of. light, 
you cannot ſuppoſe it to be an object of 


-feax, but rather of comfort and joy; for 


as much as the morning: light has been 
always obſerved to diſpel thoſe. fears 


which have been peeaſioned by the fore-. 


going 
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going darkneſs; it is this daily flowing 
tide of brightneſs, which tinctures the 
earth with its glory, rendering it there- 
by both uſeful and delightful to man- 
kind. On the contrary, how dreadful 
was it once for the Egyptians to fit under 
that thick miſt of palpable darkneſs, 
which blotted out-three 'whole days? In 
how melancholy a manner did they paſs 
away their time, when they ſaw not one 
ansther, neither aroſe any one from his place? 
Exod. x. 23. But how joyful an hour 
was that wherein the ſon aroſe to diſpel 
the horror they had ſo long lain under? 
And look ! what light is to the eye, that 
ſame thing is knowledge to the mind. 
The inſtruction of God is as delightful 
and refreſhing to the ſoul, as the riſing 
ſun to a traveller, who has been beating 
out his way all night. By divine inſtruc- 
tion a man finds a plain way through the 
world, notwithſtanding all the by-paths 
of fancy and perſuaſion ; hereby he ſums 
up the whole of religious duty in reve- 
rence for God, care over ourſelves, and 
kindneſs to our fellow creatures: each 
part whereof is delightful and recreative 
to the ſpirit of man. Reverence for 
the Deity is the privilege of man above 
the beaſt, which knows not that he is in 
the care and keeping of God. But it is 

| G 2 the 
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the glory of man to know and acknow- 
ledge his gracious owner, governor and 
benefactor, 

As to the other two ſummary parts 
of divine inſtruction, care over ourſelves, 
and kindneſs to our tellow-creatures, the 
performance of thoſe duties carries no- 
thing in it of fear or torment, but is plea» 
fant as light ta the eye and marrow ta 
bones. The firſt of theſe two duties is 
preſervative of foul and body, from the 
diſmal, effects which unruly — and 
ungoyerned appetite too frequently pro- 
duce. And as it is a horrid ſpectacle to 
behold a man out of the uſe of himſelf, 
as to have ſeen Saul breathing out threa- 
tenings and ſlaugbier ag aznſt the diſciples of 
| the Lord, making havock of the church, 
entering into every houſe, baling wen and wo- 
men and commitling them: to priſan,, Acts 
viii. 8.3 ſo, on the contrary, how plea- 
fant muſt it have been to have ſeen his 
labours of love; to have been a witneſs 
of his wearineſs and apa ge > his often 
wwatchings, bis hunger and thirſt, his cold 
and nakedngſs, by — of his great care 
of. all the churches which came ben bim 
aug. Cee Ki. 

Bxsibzs, let any one but conſult bis 
own ne and ſee if there be any 

thing 
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thing frightful, or tormenting in being 
conſcious of his own good will and affec- 
tion to mankind; or in being conſcious 
of the merited love and eſteem which he 
has gained from others thereby. And 
let a man examine himſelf if there be a- 
ny pleaſure which the world affords equal 
to the ſatisfaction he receives from relic- 
ving the neceſſities of his fellow - creatures 

according to the inſtruction of God. 
Bur, on the other hand, where un- 
warranted traditions, and vain imagina- 
tions of men prevail over the light of 
God, the minds of men will be perplex- 
ed with dark fuſpicions and tormenting 
fears. As for inftance, if it be not cer- 
tain that St. Peter was at Rome, all the 
pretences which uphold the Roman-ca- 
tholick communion fall to the ground: 
then there is no ſucceſſor in power with 
the keys of heaven, nor any infallible 
apoſtolical commiſſioner to guide the 
flock of Chriſt. And that St. Peter e- 
ver was at Rome, is no part of divine 
inſtruction. Now, ſince this great, and 
as they pretend, univertal flock of Chriſt 
are uncertain of their guide, how muſt 
their doubrs and fears multiply upon 
them, in relation to the way they ought 
to take? What ſecurity can they have, 
1 that 
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that the pardons and indulgences grant- 
ed by the holy father are ratified in hea- 
ven? What ſecurity that their pilgrima- 
ges, penances, maſſes with their adora- 
tion of a god baked in an oven and ſuch 
like inventions of their high prieſt, ſhall 
be accepted by the greateſt and beſt of 


-brings ? How ſhall they be fure that 


they walk not in the paths of darkneſs, 
but that they are the children of light, 
drawing towards the inheritance of the 
ſaints in glory? But when a man hath 


a ſincere reſpect to the light and inſtrue - 


tion of God, he will thereby be made 
free from all thoſe uncertainties, jealou- 
ſies, and fears, which torment the minds 
of the ſuperſtitious. 

Now, Madam, if here upon, you ſnhould 
aſk how you ſhould know that the books 
of ſcripture contained in the Old and 
New Teſtament are the real true light 
and inſtruction of God; I think you 
may eaſily ſatisfy yourſelf as to that mat- 


ter. For though many particular texts 


therein contained cannot be nicely under- 
ſtood without ſome knowledgeof ancient 
cuſtoms, to which the expreſſions allude; 
yet, without any ancient or modern learn- 
ing let any one take a view of the whole 
analogy and ſuitable agreement of the 
Th | | doctrines 
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doctrines contained in both teſtaments, 
and he will find that the deſign of all 
thoſe writers was, to ſet forth ſuch an ad- 
mirable rule of life as was fit for God to 
give, and for man to receive. And if you 
will compare this moral inſtruction with 
the ſuperſtition of Heathens or Papiſts, 
your eye cannot diſcern the difference 
berween the light of ſun and moon more 
clearly, than your mind will diſtinguiſh 
between religion and ſuperſtitions | 

 Txoss holy books contain nothing of 
Popery or prieficraft,- or of any other 
deſign, but only to direct us to ſuch 
ways and means. as are. beſt fitted to 
work up human nature to the higheſt 
degree. of virtue it is capable of in this 
lite. And therefore whoſoever ſhall en- 
deavour to aſſert any low, telf-deſigning 
opinion from holy writ, is the greateſt 
enemy thertunto. For as much as eve- 
ry mean, baſe, ſelfiſh opinion, or any 
ſuch doctrine which is contrary to the 
common rights, lüberties, or advantages 
of mankind, being aſſerted from thence, 
is a millſtone hung upon the book of 
God, directly tending to ſink its autho- 
rity, and render it ſuſpected in the 
world. Upon this foot St. Paul referred 
Nen to the judgment of the Corin- 

IF G 4. thians, 
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thians, ſaying, I ſpeak unte wife men, 
Judge ye what I ſay, 1 Cor. x. 13. An- 
ſwerable whereunto I refer it to the 
judgment of your ladyſhip, whether a 
ſincere love of the light and inſtruction 
of God, will not diſpel thoſe dark fears, 
which ſuperſtitious fancies ' are apt to 
create. | 2 WW 
Bur St. John ſaith, that God is love, 
1 John iv. 8. and therefore whatſoever 
proceeds from him muſt not be fright- 
ful, but lovely. Thus Solomon ſpeak- 
ing of religion under the character of 
wiſdom, faith, Her ways are ways of plea» 
fantneſs, and all ber paths are peace, Prov. 
iii. 17. And St. Faul exhorting the 
Philippians to virtuous practice, Faith, 
Ü hatjoever things are lovely, think on tbeſt 
things, Phil. iv. 8. Nor was the Gen- 
tile a ſtranger to this doctrine: for that 
which is good is lovely, was the ſaying 
of an old Greek poet, Theog. How 
lovely is it to behold the creation .of 
God, wherein all things that fall under 
our cognifance, diſcover a wiſe deſign, 
by which every event tends to the inte- 
reſt of the univerſe! and the character 
by which mankind doth moſt reſemble 
Deity, is in the higheſt degree lovely. 
I mean a virtuous motion of mind to» 

wards 
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wards the good of our fellow creatures. 
For by how much the affections of a 
man are fixed upon public benefit, by 
how much the more any one endeavours 
to oblige mankind, by fo much are his 
actions rendered lovely; eſpecially when 
this difpofition' of mind is carried on 
without the proſpect of retaliation. For 
this is the diſpoſition of God towards 
man, as David ſaith, Lite as a father 
pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth thoſe 
that fear bim, Pſal. ciii. 13. The natu- 
ral affeftion of the father is fully 
anſwered by the benefit which the 
child receives, without aiming at any 
other advantage. And in this reſpect 
the benevolence of noble founders, and 
public benefactors, as likewiſe the bounty 
of great princes, ſuch whoſe high ſtati- 


ons ſet them above ſelf-intereſt, do ren- 
der their actions moſt lovely; becauſe 


are incapable of any return, befides 
that joy which naturally flows from the 
advantages others receive by their 
means. 
App to this, Madam, that a fincere 


love of virtue excludes all ſtrong felf- 
intereſted hopes, as well as diſmal fears. 


And thus Maſes, when be was come to 
years, refuſed to be called the fon Pha- 
G5  raok's 
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raob's daughter, cbuſing rather #0 ſuffer 
aiction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, 
Heb. x1. 24. Joſephus relates that mat- 
ter thus: Thermuthis, the daughter of 
Pharavh, who had preſerved the life of 
Moſes when very young, preſented him 
to her father when grown up, deſiring 
that he might be appointed to ſucceed 
in the government, ſhe having adopted 
him for her ſon. How lovely was it in 
Moſes generoufly to refuſe theſe court- 
offers of greatnels, in order to attempt 
the deliverence of his brethren! It was 
not than underſtood that an eager pur- 
ſuit after court preferments was the 
mark of a true patriot, but the heroic 
and lovely diſpoſtion of Moſes which 


St. Paul ſets forth, was a generous 


compaſhon to his countrymen, whom, 


he was willing to reſcue from ſlavery 


with the hazard of his life; as appeared 
by his vigorous oppoſing the Egyptian, 


whom he found ſmiting an Hebrew, 


Exod. fi. 12. ; and likewiſe by perfect- 
ing their deliverance after he had con- 
ducted them into Canaan. For ſuppoſ- 
ing the good Moſes, , inſtead of follow- 
ing the advice of Jethro, and ſetting up 
the judgment - cats of Iſracl, 2 

f ve 
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have been prevailed upon to have eſta- 
bliſned an Egyptian miniftry in Canaan, 
he would thereby have tarniſhed that 


lovely charater of a deliverer of his 
country, and lover of his brethren; 


which laſt character is, according to St; 


John, the character by which one may 


know. if he be paſſed from death to life. 


We know that we have paſſed from deatb 
to life, becauſe we love the brethren: be 


that loveth not bis - brother, abideth in 


death, 1 John iii. 14. 1. e. in the ſtate, - 


and under the ſentence of death, as our 
commentators explain it; whereas he 
that leveth his brother, abideth in the light; 
1 John ti. 10. Such a one-reſembles 


God, who is the Father of lights, Jam. 


1. 17. 


Axo ſiould we i God, with 


St. James, as a common father of com- 


forts, Who maintains the order of the 


univerſe, providing ſuitable mainte- 
nance for all creatures, who: maketh bis 
ſun to, ſhine on the evil and good, and ſend- 
eib rain on the juſt, and on. the unjuſt, 
Match. v. 25, as our Saviour ltaith: can 
we ſuppoſe ſuch a faiherly. diſpoſition as 
this is, does any way tend to ſtrike ter- 
For into our hearts, and to lay it there 
as the foundation of all our duties? 

G 6 


Surely 


- 
4 
. 
5 
\ A ·—ũ6—t̃ ͤæ 


156 A LADY's RELIGION. Let. U. 


Surely nothing but the willing affection 
of a dutiful fon can be a ſuitable return 
for the conſtant love of an indulgent fa- 


ther. To conclude this argument, I 


think I may ſay, Madam, that although 
fear may prevail upon ſome ill men to 


: abſtain from evil, yet it is only the love 
of virtue, which fixes our inclinations 


upon good things. And I hope I may 
alſo add, that as a good man has no need 
of fear, to aſſiſt him in his purfuit after 
virtue; ſo is it hkewiſe evident, both 
from natural and revealed religion; that 
ſuch a one can have no cauſe to he a- 


fraid of God. 


II. As to the fear of men, which was 
the ſecond thing I was to conſider, it is 
plain, Madam, that if your Ladyſhip 
Mall obſerve men to act in ſubordinati- 
on to God, by how much the love of 
God prevails over you, ſo much the 
more fearful you will be of giving them 
offence. Our parents under God are 
our immediate owners, governors, and 
benefactors. And the honour which 
hereupon is due to them, includes an 
awful reſpect towards them. And if 
the magiſtrate be indeed the miniſter of 


God to us for good (as St. Paul ſpeaks), 
"ny man will. be cautious of giving 
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him offence. In ſuch a caſe; tribute is 
to. be given to: whom tribute is due, fear 
to whom fear, and honour to whom honour; 
1 Cor. xiii. But ſince good magiſtrates 
are a terror only to evil-doers, a fincere 
lover of virtue is far from fear upon 
that account. b.: 110 | 
Bor if your Ladyſhip ſhall conſider 
men as acting in oppofition to God, you 
may be allowed. to uſe all neceſſary pre- 
cautions, to preſerve yourſelf from their 
tyranny, ' Nor is there any thing cow- 
ardly, mean, or depreſſive of your ſpi- 
- Fit in this fort of tear: Beware of men 


(faith our Saviour to his diſciples); for 


they will deliver you up to the councils, and 
ſcourge you in their ſynagogues, but if they 
perſecute you in one city, fly into another, 
Matth. x. 17. 23. Nor ſball bebe afraid 
of evil tidings whoſe heart is fixed upon 
God, faith holy David, Pfal. xu. 7. 

Bor then will a man find himfelf fur- 
rounded with tormenting fears, and 
dreadful ſuſpicions, when through want 
of a fincere love to his great owner, go- 
vernor, and benefactor, he hath caſt off 


the preſence of the invilible all-ſeeing 
God; when he hath caſt off that righ- 
teouſneſs, juſtice, honeſty, and faith- 
: N fulneſs, 
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all ſincere and upright walking, as in 


. . 


How dreadful were the tidings 
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fulneſs, as would not fail to engage 
mankind in his ſupport; and alfo to 
yield ſuch a peace of conſcience as will 
not ſuffer him to be diſturbed, though 
the earth ſhould ſhake, and the-heavens 
be diſſolved. And then may a nation 


be afraid of evil; tidings, hen the love 


of God (which is chiefly made manifeſt 
by love to our brethren) waxeth cold; 
and when a feveriſh heat of diſſention, 
ariſing from a wretched baſe ſelf- inter- 
eſt, caſts them into parties; when pu- 
blic weal is regarded only as it ſerves 
private ends; as the loud acclamation, 
Great is Diana ef the Epbęſians, was en- 
couraged by the gain which the ſilver- 
ſmiths made by the temple of that god- 
deſs. When public truſts ſhall be co- 


veted by ſome to pleaſe their yanity and 


ſenſuality, by others, to gratify their 
ſordid love of money, and by moſt, to 
enſlave their brethren; what wonder if, 
upon any extraordinary event, mens 
.bearts ſhall. fail them for fear, and for 
Jooking after thoſe things which are coming 
upon the earth? Luke xxi. 26,, as our 
Saviour foretold, concerning the de- 


ſtruction of Jeruſalem, which was 


brought to pals by their fatal diviſions. 
of 11- 
rael's 
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rael's captivity, which were brought to 
them by the prophet Jeremiah ? and 
were grounded on their want of love to 
their brethren, whom for private inte- 
reſt they enſlaved, when according to 
the law of the ſabbatical year, and the 
law of the jubilee, they ought to have 
made them free, 1he words of Jere- 
miah upon this occaſion are theſe : Thus 
faith the Lord, Ye have not hearkened un- 
to me in proclaiming liberty every one to his 
brother, and every man do his neighbour. 
Behold, 1 — liberty to you, ſaith the 
Lord, to the ſword, to the peſtilence, and 
to the famine, " And I well make you to be 
removed to all the kingdoms cf the earth, 

Jer. xxxvil. 17. The effect ot this pro- 
phecy is viſible at this day, though the 
firſt fulfilling of it was by the arms of a 
Babyloniſh tyrant; who was in that day 
the great pattern ot idolatry and tyran- 
ny bimſclt being no more than a ling 
of ſlaves, 

Bur yet Madam, a true Iſraelite, in 
whom was no guile, who loved the Lord 
with all his heart, and his neighbour as 
himſelf, who was neither ambitious, nor 
covetous, nor over folicitous concerning 
the honours, riches, or pleaſures which 
the world affords, who walked watch- 

fully 
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fully in the denial of himſelf, ſo far as to 
hold no confederacy with any known fin 
who when he has fallen from his duty, 
has recovered himſelf by true repentance 
who has been true to his promiſe, juſt 
in his actions, charitable to the poor, and 
welt inclined to all men; who could 
forgive injuries, laying afide all thoughts 
of revenge; who conld be meek, calm 
and gentle, when in the hands of furious 
and violent ſpirits; who was of a tender 
diſpoſition, being as ready to prevent 
men from falling into immorahities and 
dangers as he was to compaſſionate them 
nin adverſity: ſuch a one as could be mo- 
derate in power, and humble in proſpe- 
fity, whoſe actions diſcover a love to his 
eountry, free from the bias of private in- 
tereſt and whole hearty inclinations were 
towards the good off mankind. Such 
a man as this, was priviledged from the 
fear of evil tidings, and was commiſſio- 
ned to hope that through the vaice of the 
Lord the Affyrian ſhall be beaten down who 
ſmote with a road, II. xxx, 31. 
Nav, Madam, it was to chear up 
the heart of ſuch an Iſraelite as this 
that the prophet Iſaiah foretold the 
© downfalof the Babyloniſh-grand monarch 
whoſe ſlayes uſually ſtyle him tbe king, 
£ 8 245 
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as if there were no other king befides him, 
ſaying, Tophet is ordained of old, yea, for 


the king it is prepared: be heath made it 


deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and 
much weed: and the breath of the Lord 
like a ſtream of brimſtone doth kindle it. 

III. As to the fear of hell, Madam, 
I have very little to ſay ; for if your La- 
dyſhip conſiders hell as a conſummate 
ſtate of wickedneſs, doubtleſs a virtuous 


perſon is at the greateſt diſtance from 


thence. He who out of a ſincere love to 
God is careful to know, and conſcienti- 
ous to do his will, ſubmitting not only his 
words and actions, but the very purpoſes 
of his heart thereunto: he in whom che 
love of God hath caſt down all pride and 
haughtineſs both of heart and carriage, 
having reduced his paſſions to a due mo- 
deration and temper; who thrbugh his 
love to God, eſteems the world no more 
than it deſerves, and makes ule of it 
only to gratify a generous diſpoſition of 
mind, ready to compaſſionate and help 
in adverſity; this man is fo far from any 
fear of hell, that he has in ſome degree 
tbe actual poſſeſſion of heaven upon earth: 
and by being conſcious of ſuch his love 
to God, he is actual partaker of thoſedi · 
vine joys, which alone we can ſuppoſe to 
* IA 
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affect the ſaints in glory; that is, ſuch a 


delight as never ſurfeits nor cloys, though 


nt ver ſo frequently renewed, or ever ſo 
long continued, and ſuch a8 lekues no 
ill reliſh behind it. 

Bur, on the other hand, Ks a man © hook 
no true loye-to the great and good God, 
but dares commit fin with preſumption; 
if he be governed by unruly paſlions, in- 
{atiable deſires, or by an ambitious, cove- 
tous or malicious temper; if he be moved 
by envy at the proſperity of ſome, or by 


revenge for ſmall offences taken at o- 


thers; this man is already ſenſible of 
hell upon earth. And though a thou- 
ſand inventions may be found out to 

uiet the evil ſpirit, which ariſes from 
the ſelt-canſciouſneſs of his own: wicked 
heart; yet nothing can alleviate his tor- 
ment, becauſe nothing can ſeparate con- 


ſcience, from the foul. of man. 


Ir is true, Madam, that ſometimes 


the. inſtrumental paris of religion are 


called in aid, to allay the terrors of a 
hell within ; and theſe: devotional perfor- 
mances, joined with a ſtrong fancy, may 
for a time have ſome effect upon an en- 


. MED temper ; as David's harp bad 


Saul's melancholy, ſo long as the 


| — laſted, } But yet the dreadful ap- 
prchenſions of guilt will not totally 0 
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extinguiſhed, till our earneſt endeavours 
have recovered us to a fincere love of 
God, | 

- Havins thus endeavoured to ſhew 
what fear of God, of man, and of hell, 
is inconſiſtent with the love of God, I 
hope it will appear that I did no ill, when 
I offered to ſhew your Ladyſhip yet a 
more excellent way that of charity or love; 
and adviſed you, in ſome meaſure, to ſof- 
ten the power of frar in your religious 
practices, and devotional performances. 


beg your Ladyſhip's favourable con- 


ſtruction of what J have written in this 
letter, meaning thereby to teſtify the re- 
ſpect due to you from 


Your Ladyſbip's 
Me. oblidged, &c. 
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A LETTER to a very YounG 
LADY on her MARRIAOE. 


By Dean Swirr. 


Tux following letter from Dean Swift, though 
written for the uſe of a particular young lady, 
yet contains ſuch wiſe maxims, and abounds with 
ſo much good ſenſe and knowledge of mankind, 
us muſt render it of general advantage to the 
whole ſex, if attentively peruſed. 

A few ſevere, and even indelicate expreſſions 
Rand in need of an apology, and may be apt to 
diſguſt ; but ſome allowance ſhould be made for 
the turn of his genius, the diſappointments of his 
life, the tenderneſs of his conſtitution, and the 
particular degree of intimacy which ſubſiſted be · 
tween him and the young lady to whom he wrote. 

" Howev xx, in proportion as his female readers 
can diveſt 8 of the prejudices ariſing 
from the blunt and ſupercilious air of this per- 
formance, they will be able ta reliſh its inſtruc · 
tion, and improve by its precepts. 


Mp Au, 


HE hurry and impertinence of re- 
ceiving and paying viſits on ac- 
count of your marriage being now over, 
you are beginning to enter into a courſe 
of life, where you will want much advice 
to divert you from falling into many er- 
rors, fopperies, and follies, to which 
your ſex is ſubject. I have always borne 
an entire friendſhip to your father and 
2 4 mother ; 
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mother; and the perſon they have choſen 
for your hufband, hath been for ſome 
years. paſt my particular favourite; I 
have long wiſhed you might come toge- 
ther, becauſe J hoped, that, from the 
goodneſs of your Sifoofirion, and by 
following 5 counſel of wiſe friends, 
you might in time make yourſelf worthy 
of him. Your parents were ſo far in the 
right, that they did not produce you 
much into the world; whereby you a- 
voided many wrong ſteps, which others 
have taken, and have fewer ill impreſſi- 
ons to be removed: but they failed, as 


it is generally the cafe, in too much ne- 


glecting to cultivate your mind: with- 
out which it is impoſſible to acquire or 
preſerve the friendſhip and eſteem of a 
wiſe: man, who: ſoon grows weaty of act- 
ing the lover, and — his wife like 
a miſtreſs, but wants a reafonable com- 
panion, and a true friend, through e- 
very ſtage ot his life. It muſt be there- 
fore your buſineis to quality yourſelf for 
thoſe offices; wherein 1 will not fail to 
be your director, as long as i ſhall think 
you deſerve it, by letting you know how 


you are to act, and what you ought. to 
avoid. 


* bewareofdeſpifing or neglecting | 
my - 


* 
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my inſtructions; whereon will depend 
not only your making a good figure in 
the world, but your own real happineſs, 
as well as that of the perion who gh 
to be the deareſt to you. 
! I muſt therefore deſire you; in the firſt 
place, to be very ſlow in changing the 
madeſt behaviour of a virgin. lt is uſual 
in young wives, before they have been 
many weeks married, to aſſume a bold 
forward look, and manner of talking; 
as if they intended to ſignify in all com- 
panies, that they were no longer girls, 
and conſequently that their Whole de- 
mcanor, before they got a huſband, was 
all but a countenance and conſtraint up- 
on their nature: whereas, I ſuppoſe, 'if 
the votes of wiſe men were gathered, a 
very great majority would be in favour 
of thoſe ladies, who, after they were en- 
tered into that ſtate, rather choſe to 
double their FR of modeſty and re- 
ſervedneſss. 
I moſt likewiſe warn you ſtrietly againſt 
the leaſt degree of [fondneſs to your huſ- 
band before ary. witneſs whatſoever, e- 
ven before your neareſt relations, or the 
very maids, of your chamber. This pro- 
ceeding is ſo exceeding odicus and dif- 
e co all who have either goo Ts | 
ing 
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ing or good ſenſe, that they aſſign twove- 
ry unamiable reaſons for it. The one is 
groſs hypocriſy, and the other has too 
bad a name to mention. If there is any 
difference to be made, your huſband is 
the loweſt perſon in company, either-at 
home or abroad; and every gentleman 
preſent has a better claim to all marks 
of - civility and diſtinction from you. 
Conceal your eſteem and love in your 
own breaſt; and reſerve your kind looks 
and language for private hours ; which 
are ſo many in'the four and twenty, that 
they will afford time to employ a paſſion 
as exalted as any that was ever deſcribed 
in a French Romance; 

- Ueon this head I ſhould likewiſe ad- 
viſe you to differ in practice from thoſe 
ladies who affect abundance of uneafineſs 
while their huſbands: are abroad; ſt 
with every knock at the door, and ring 

the bell inceffantly for the ſervants to let 
in their maſter; will not eat a bit at 
dinner or ſupper, if the huſband hap- 
pens to ſtay out; and receive him at his 
return with ſuch a medley of chiding 
and kindneſs, and catechiſing him where 
he has been, that a ſhrew from Billingſ- 
gate would . a more eaſy and TEINS | 
companion. K | 
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Or the fame leaven are thoſe wives, 
 who,when their huſbands are gone ajour- 
ney, mult have a letter every poſt tipon 
pain of fits and hyſterics; and a day muſt 
be fixed for their return home, without 
the leaft allowance for buſineſs, or ſick 
neſs or accidents; or weather. Upon 
which I can only ſay, that, in my obſer - 
vation, thoſe ladies who are apt to make 
the greateſt chutter on ſuch occaſions, 
would liberally have paid a meſſenger ior 
bringing them news, that their huſbands 
had broken their necks on the road. 
Yov will perhaps be dffended, when 

I adviſe you to abate a little of that vi- 
olent paſſion for fue c/oaths fo predomi- 
nant in your ſex. It is a little hard, that 
ours, for whoſe ſake you wear them, are 
not admitted to be of your counſel. 1 
. venture to aſſure you, that we will 
make an abatement at any time of four 
pounds a yard in a brocade, if the ladies 
will but allow a ſuitable addition of care 
in the c/eanlineſs and ſweetneſs of their 
perſons. For the ſatirical part of man- 
Eind will needs believe, that it is not im- 
poſſible to be very fine and very filthy ; 
and that the capacities of a lady are ſome- 
times apt to fall ſhore in cultivating 
. and my together. I ſhall 
only 
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only add, upon fo tender a ſubject, what 


a pleaſant gentleman faid concerning a 
filly. woman of quality, That nothing 
could make her ſupportable but — 8 
off her head z for his ears were offend 
by her tongue, and his noſe by her hair 
and teeth. | 
Law wholly at a loſs how to adviſe 
ou in the choice of company; which, 


awever is a paint of as great importance 
as any in your life. If your general ac- 


quaintance be among ladies who are your 


equals or — provided they have 
nothing of what is cmmonly called an ill 
reputation, yau think you are ſaſe; and 


this in the ſtyle of the world, will paſs for 
good company: whereas I am afraid, it 


will be hard for you to pick out one female 
Rcquaintance in this town, from whom 
you. vill nat be in a manifeſt danger of 
contracting ſome foppery, affectation, va · 


nity, folly, ar vice. Your only ſafeſt way 


ef converſing with them is by a firm res 


folutian to pracceg in your practice and | 


behaviour directly contrary to whatever 
they ſhall ſay er do. And this I take to 
he a good geperal rule, vith-very few 
exeepuons, For i : In the docs 
trines they uſually deliver o young -- mat · 
ried women for managing their huſ- 

.H bands 
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| bands; their ſeveral accounts of their 
own conduct in that particular, to recom- 
mend it to your imitation ; the reflec- 
tions they make upon others of their ſex 
for acting differently; their directions, 
how to come off with victory upon any 
diſpute or quarrel you may have with 
your huſband; the arts by which you 
may: diſcover and practiſe upon his weak 
fide ; when to work by flattery and in- 
ſiauation, when to melt him with tears, 
and when to engage with a high hand: 
in theſe, and a thouſand other caſes, it 
will be prudent. to retain as many of 
their jectures in your memory as you 
can, and then determine to act in full 
oppoſition to them all. 

I nor your huſband will interpoſe 
his authority to limit you in the trade of 
viſiting. Half a dozen fools are, in all 
conſcience, as many as you ſhould re- 

vire and it will be ſufficient for you to 
fe them twice a-year; for think the 
fafhion does not exact, that viſits ſhould 
be paid to friends. 
| 1 ADVISE, that your company at 
haine, ſhould conſiſt of men, rather than 
women. Io ſay the truth, I never yet 
knew a tolerable woman to be fond of 


nn lex, I conteſs, when both are 
mixed 


- 
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mixed and well choſen, and put their beſt 
qualities forward, there may be an inter- 
courſe of civility and good-will; which, 
with the addition of ſome degree of 
ſenſe, can make converſation or any a- 
muſement agreeable. But a knot of la- 
dies, got- together by themſelves, is a 
very ſchool of impertinence and detrac- 
tion, and it is well if theſe be the worſt. 

Lr your men acquaintance be of 
your huſband's choice, and not tecom- 
mended to you by any ſhe companions, 
becauſe they will certainly fixa coxcomb 
upon you, and it will coſt you ſome time 
and pains before- you can arrive ar the 
knowledge of diſtinguiſhing ſuch a one 
from a man of ſenſe, - -  _ 

Neve take a favourite waiting-maid 
into yout cabinet counſel, to entertain you 
with hiſtories of thoſe ladies whom ſhe 
hath formerly ſerved, of their diverſions 
and their dreſſes; to inſinuate how great 
a fortune you brought, and how little 
you are allowed to ſquander; to appeal to 
her from your huſband, and to be deter- 
mined by her judgment, becauſe you ate 
fure it will be always for you; to receive 
and diſcard ſervants by ber approbation 
or diſlike; to engage you, by her inſinu- 
ations, in miſunderſtandings with your 

H 2 beſt 
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beſt friends, to repreſent all things in 
falſe colours, and to be the common e- 
miſſary of ſcandal. | 

Bur the grand affair of your life will 
be, to gain and preſerve the friendſhip 
and efteem of your huſband. You are 
married to a man of good education and 
learning, of an excellent underſtanding 
and an exact tafte,. It is true, and it is 
happy for you, that theſe qualities in him 
are adorned with great modeſty, a moſt 
amiable ſweetneſs of temper and an un- 
uſual diſpoſition to ſobriety and virtue. 
But neither good nature nor virtue will 
ſuffer him to efeem you againſt his judg- 
ment; and although he is not capable of 
ufing you ill, yet you will in time grow 
2 thing indifferent, and perhaps contemp- 
tible, unleſs you can ſupply the loſs of 
youth and beauty with more durable 
qualities. You- have but a very few years 
to be young and handſome in the eyes 
of the world; and as fe months to be 
ſo in the eyes of a huſband who is not 
a fool; for I hope you do not ſtill dream 
of charms and raptures, which marriage 
ever did, and ever will put a ſudden end 
to. Beſides, yours was a match of pru- 
dence and common'good-liking, wich- 
out any mixture of that ridiculous = 
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fron which hath no being but in play- 
books and romances. 

You muſt therefore uſe all endeavours 
to attain to ſome degree of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments, which your huſband vatues 
moſt in other people, and for which he 
is moſt valued himſelf. You muſt im- 
prove your mind by cloſely purſuing ſuch 
a method of ftudy as 1 ſhall direct or 
approve of. You muſt get a collecti.- 
on of hiſtory and travels, which 1 will 
recommend to-you and ſpend ſome ho 
every day in reading them, and makithp 
extracts from them, if your memory be 
weak. You muſt invite perſons of know- 
ledge and underſtanding to an acquaint- 
ance with you, by whoſe converſation you 
may learn to correct your taſte and judg- 
ment; and when you can bring yourſelf 
to comprehend and. reliſh the good 
ſenſe of others, you will arrive in time 
to think rightly yourſelf and to become 
a reaſonable and agreeable companion. 
This muſt produce in your huſband a 
true rational love and eſteem for you, 
which old age will not - diminiſh. He 
wili-have a regard for your judgment 
and opinion in matters of the greateſt 
weight; you will be able to entertain 
Each other without a third perſon to re · 
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lieve you by finding diſcourſe. The en- 
_ dowments of your mind will even make 
your perſon more agreeable to him; 
and when you are alone, your time will 
not lie heavy on your hands for want of 
tome trifling amuſement. | 
As liitle reſpect as J have for the pes 
nerality of your ſex, it hath ſometimes 
moved me with pity, to ſee the lady of 
the houle forced to withdraw immedi- 
ately after dinner; and this in families 
ere there is not much drinking; as if 
72 eſtabliſhed maxim, I hat wo; 
men are incapable of all converſation. 
In a room where both ſexes meet, if the 
men are diſcourſing upon any general 
ſubject, the ladies never think it their 
buſineſs to partake in what paſſeth, but, 
in a ſeparate club entertain each other 
with the price and choice of lace, and 
filk, and what dreſſes they liked or diſ- 
approved at the church or the play-houſe; 
And when you are among yourſelves, 
how naturally, afterthe firſt compliments 
do you apply your hands to each others 
Jappets, and ruffles, and mantuas; as. if 
the whole buſineſs of your lives, and the 
public concern of the world, depended 
upon the cut or colout of your dreſſes? 


As divines ſay, that 1 people take 
more 
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more pains to be damned, then; it would 
colt them to be ſaved ; 0 your ſex em- 
ploy more thought, memory and appli- 
cation, to be fouls, than would ſerve to 
make them / wiſe and uſeful. When ! 
reflect on this, I cannot conceive you to 
be human creatures; but a ſort of ſpe- 
cies hardly a degree above a monkey; 
who hath more diverting tricks than a- 
ny of you, is an animal leſs miſchie- 
vous and expenſive, might in time be a 
tolerable critic. in velvet and brocadey, 
and, for aught, I know, would r 
become them. 
I would have you look upon finery as 
a neceflary folly; which all great ladies 
did-whom l have ever known. I do not 
deſire y. u to be out of the faſhion, but, 
to be the laſt and leaſt in it. I expect 
that your dreſs, ſhall be one degree lower 
than your fortune can afford; and, in 
your own heart, I would wiſh you to be an 
utter contemner of all diſtinctions which 
a finer petticoat can give you; becauſe it 
will neither make you richer, handſom- 
er, younger, better-natured, more vir- 
tuous or wiſe, than if it hung upon a peg. 
Ir you are in company with men of 
learning, though they happen to dit- 
cents of arts and ſciences out of your 
ä H 4 compaſs, 
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compaſs, yet you will gather more ad- 
vantage by liſtening to them than from 
all the nonſenſe and frippery of your own 
ex; but if they be men of breediog as 
well as learning, they will ſeldom en- 
ge in any converlation. where you 
vught not to be a hearer, and in time 
have your part. If they talk of the man-. 
ners and cuſtoms of the ſeveral kingdoms 
of Europe, of travels into remoter na- 
tions, of the tate of their own country, 
or of the great men and actions of 
Greece and Rome; if they give their 
judgment upon Engliſh and French wri- 
ters, eicher in verſe or proſe, or of the 
nature and limits of virtue and vice, n 
bs n Thame for an Engliſh lady not to 
eeliſh ſuch difcourſes, not to improve 
by dem, and endeavour, by reading 
and ibformation, to have her ſhare in 
thoſe entertainments, rather than turn 
aide as it is the uſual cuſtom, and con- 
falt with the women who ſits next her 
about a new cargo of fans, 
Is is a little hard, that not one gentle- 
mand daughter in a thouſand ſhould be 
drought to read or underſtand her own 
natural tongue, or be judge of the 
eakeſt books that are ritten in it; as a 
ny one may find, ho can have the p 
5 | ” ence 


ence to hear them, when they are diſpo · 
ſed to mange à play or a novel; where 
the leaſt word out of the common road. 
is ſure to diſconcert them; and it is no 
wonder, when they are not ſo much as 
taught to ſpe il in their childhood, nor 


can ever attain to it in their whole lives. 


I adviſe you therefore to read aloud 
more or cis, every day to your buſband, 
if he will permit you, or to any other 
friend (but not a female one) who is able 
$0 ſet you right. And as for ſpelling 
you may compals it in time, by making 
collections from the books you read. 
Iko very well, that thoſe who are 
— called learned women have 
zoſt all manner of credit by their imper- 
tinent talkativeneſs, and conceit of the m- 
felves. But there is an ealy remedy for 
thas; if you once conſider, that, after all 
the pams you may be at, you never can 
arrive, in point of learning, to the per- 
ſection ef a ſchool- boy. The reading 1 
would adviſe you to, is only for unprove- 
ment of your own goad ſenſe, which 
will never fail of being mended by diſ- 
erction. E is a wrong method, and ill 
choice pf-beaks. that mas es thoſe learn- 
ed” ladies quit: ſo much the worſe tor 
A And therefore it 
Hg ſhal} 
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ſnall be my care to direct you better; 2 
taſk for which I take myſelf to be not ill 
qualified; becauſe I have ſpent more 
time, and have had more opportunities 
than many others, to obſerve and diſco- 
ver, from what ſources the various fallles 
of women are derived. ' | | 
Px Av obſerve, how inſignificant thin a5 
are the common race of ladies, when they 
have paſſed their youth and brauty; how 
contemptible they appear to the men 
and yet more contemptible to the 
younger part of their own ſex; and have 
no relief, but in paſſing their afternoons 
in viſits, where they are never acceptable, 
and their evenings at cards among each 
other; while the former part of the day 
is ſpent in ſpleen and envy, or in vain 
endeavours to repair, by art and dreſs, 
the ruins of time. Whereas I have 
known ladies at fixty, to 'whom all the 
Polite part of the court and town paid 
their aireſſes, without-any further view, 
than that of enjoying the 8 * 
their conver 
IAN ;gnorantof any one c 
is amiable in a man, which is 
ſo in a woman. I do — even 
_ _— and gentleneſs of nature. Nor 
6 ] know one vice or folly, which is not 


8 equally 
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equally deteſtable in both. There is in- 
deed ene infirmity which is generally al. 
lowed you; I mean that of cowardice, - 
Ver there ſhould ſeem to be ſome- 
thing very capricious, that when women 
profeſs their admiration for a colonel or 
a Captain, on account of his valour, they 
ſhould fancy it a very graceful becoming 
quality in themſelves, to be afraid. of 
their-own ſhadows; to ſcream in a barge, 
when the weather is calmeſt, or in a 
coach at the ring; to run from a cow at 
a hundred yards diſtance; to fall into fits 
at the ſight of a ſpider, an ear-wig or a 
frog. At leaſt, if cowardice be a ſign of 
cruelty, (as 1t is generally granted), I 
can hardly think it an accompliſhment 
ſo deſirable, as to be thought worth im- 
proving by affectation. | 
| AnD as the ſame virtues equally be- 
come both ſexes, ſo there is no quality 
whereby women endeavour to diſtinguiſn 
_ themſelves from men, for which they 
are not juſt ſo much the worſe, except 
that only of reſervedneſs; which how- 
ever, as you generally manage it, is no- 
thing elſe but affectation or hypocriſy. 
| Fido a as you cannot too much diſcounte- 
nance thoſe of our ſex who preſume to 


take unbecoming liberty - before you, 
H 6 ſo 
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- fo you ought to be wholly unconſtrained 
in the company of deferving men, when 
Fou have had ſuffcient experience of 
"Their diſcretion, - 
Tazxs is never wanting in this town, 
a tribe of bold, fwaggering, rattling la- 
dies, whoſe rallonts paſs among'voxcombs 
for wit and humour, their excellency 
lies in rude ſhocking expreſſions, and 
What they call running a man down. If a 
gentleman in rheir compatiy happens to 
have any dle mifh in his d birth or perſon, 
if any mis fortune hath befallen his fami- 
ly or hinfelt, for which he is aſhamed, 
they will be ſure to give him broad hints 
of it with: ut any provocation. I would 
recommend you to the acquuintance of 
a common proſtitute, rather than to that 
of ſuch termagants as theſe. I have of- 
ten thought, that no man is obliged to 
ſuppoſe ſluch creatures co be women, but 
trat chem like inſote nt raſoals difgui- 
Fed in female habits, 'who oupht do de 
- tripped, and kicked don ſtairs. 
- 04 will add:one thing, though it be a łt- 
Ae out of place, hh is, 20 deſire that 
von will learn to valge and eeem your 
- wſband for tchoſe goed qualities: which 
5 2 poſſe ſſeth, und wot to funcy o- 
"ew in him Winch 0 
7 or 
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Fot although this letter is generally un- 
derſtood to be a mark of love, yet it is 
indeed nothing but affectation er ill judg- 
ment. It is true, he wants ſo very few 
accompliſhments, that youare in no great 
danger of erring on this ſide ; but my 
caution is occafioned by a lady of your 
acquaintance, married to a very valuable 
perſon, whom yet the is ſo unfortunate 
as to be always commending for thoſe 
perfections to which he can leaſt pretend. 
I can give you no advice upon the 
article of expenſe: only i think you 
ought to be well informed, how much 
your huſband's revenue amounts to; 
and be ſo good a computer as to keep 
within it, in that part of the manage- 
ment which talls to your ſhare ; and not 
to put yourſelf in the number of thoſe 
politic ladies, who think they gain a 
great point, when they have teaſed their 
huſbands to buy a new equipage, a la- 
ced head, or a fine petticuat, without 
once conſidering what long ſcores re- 
main unpaid to the butcher. 

Iozsia k you will keep this letter in 
your cabinet, and often examine impar=- | 
tially your whole conduct by it. And 
fo God blels you, and make you a tair 
example to your ſex, and a perpetual 

N 25 comfort 


— 
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comfort to your huſband, and your pa- 
rents. I am, with great truth and 


affection, | 
Mapan, 
2 * moſt faithful friend, 
Aud bumble ſervant, 


— — — 


ae . —— — 
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An EPISTLE upon the Cu Tr- 
var rox of TASTE. | 


Addreſſed to Mis: G— of 1 | 
The CONTENTS. 


In conſequence of the young lady's rogue; tra- 
cena poems are ſent incloſed, to ver. 4. A 
caulion not to confine her reading to manuſcripts, 
which are often careleſs and uncorrect; but to 
regulate ber taſte by ſuch compoſitions as have 
been publiſhed, and continue to receive the ge- 
neral approbation, 10. Advantages attending 
42 reliſh for the polite aris, both with reſpect to g 
pleaſure and improvement, 14. and of poetry in 
particular, 23. An exception to this in ſome 
performances, which tend to vitiate the taſte 
and corrupt the. morals, 38. Homer recom- 
_ mended, not only as being the beſt poet, but as 
hit works contain the ancient mythology ; and 
 awill ſerve to make the alluſions of. 4 octi 
intelligible, 46. Virgil't character, 58. Mil- 
 ton's, 70. Dramatic poetry, 76. Shakeſpear's 
character in this light, 86. Pope recommend. 
ed as a moral writer, 86. His Rape of the 
Lock er 93. His Dunciad, 96, 
His Eſſay on Criticiſm, 100. His Paſtoral, 
104. His flyle and numbers in general, 111. 
Addiſon's character as a poet and patriot, 124. 
Digreſſion to the Spectator, which is deſeribed as 
proper to improve the mind, entertain the fancy, 
cultivate the taſle, and form the file of a young 
* perſons 


- perſon; 138. 
_ -Garth's Diſpenſa! 


CONTENTS. 


s charatter ar a Poet, 
145. Young's Univerſal Paſſion deſcribed, 1 5 4. 
and Clerimont, 108. Swift's 
character for wit, humour, ill nature, and want 
of deligacy, 110 Stort churafers of Gay 

rior, Parnell, Hammond, Walſh, Sbenſtone, 
Gray, Lyttleton, Blacklock. 186. Here the 


' author leaves the lady to ber own choice in poe- 


try, 192. A caution not to confine her readin 
to poetry alone, 105. The advantages which 
attend the ſflndy of hiſtory. ———The hiſtories of 
Greece and Rome, and that of Britain, recom- 


** ended, 204 A notion of moral and natural 


philoſophy nor improper. — Shaſteſbury's and 
Nettleton's fhort treatiſe pointed out for the 
f#r/t, and nature tiſþlayed for the la, 216. A 


recommendation to empley ber leiſure hours in 
N reading. thou LL Jome abfurdly would confine all 


tnowledge to the ather fox, 222. A raution a 
gainſt letting ſpeculation ingrofy all ber thoughts. 


Theſe active and focial virtues recommended 
- which are adapted to her nature, fex, and ſta- 
tim, 240. The above duties confiflent "with 
tate and knowledge. This exemplified in the 


tharatters of Madam Dacier and Mrs Rowe, 


245 Such example: tikewwife among ff ourſelves 


ru at;—Conchufion, = 
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dear ZII DA, ſince you would explore 
What verſes I at preſent bave in ſtore, 
eceive inclos'd ſome unconneRed rhymes, 
The work of various hands, at various times, 


Your * taſte with pleaſure I ſurvey, 3 
And toits ſearch would nobler ſcenes diſplay 
Nor fill to manuſcripts confine your views, 
Ihe careleſs ſallies of the ſporting mule ; 

But fix your eye where real beaut reigns, 

And public ſanRion diguiſies the | 


From nature's charms ſupreme delightto ſhare, 
To feel what's good—ſublime--or new— or fair, 
Wich higher proſpeſts fires the human aim, 

Refines our pleaſures, and improves our frame tr 
This taſk the muſes claim, by Heaven deſign'd 15 


The du to ſoften, and enlarge the mind; 


At once to guide and animate our way, 

Whete Trauth and Virtue hold eternal ſway, 
Theſe glorious ends effectually to gain, | 
They charm the ear, the fancy entertain; 20 
Paint all that's fair in Nature to the fight, 
And mix ſublime inſtruction with delight. 


12 
5 


r 22 e g. The lady's age fifteen, 
—— n e 
ovelty, Sy uty 
Wren Fw from whence a . 
nal ſenſes are derived. | 
Ver. 15. This the mujer, &e. 
3 ale nc al te poli arts; but ma- 
£ ting, cu , coutribute, in ſome , to 
the fume end w with — has been — which 
upon the whole, —— —— bs ory —. 
n e — 
Tee wan o oh We fab 
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Yet | 
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Yet not alone this taſk the muſe eſſays: 

Pretending firens oft uſurp her praiſe, 

Deck with deluſive charms the mimic lay, 25 
And lead too ſoon th* unwary mind aſtray.  - 
Hence, though in Muſic all her numbers flow, 
Through all her ſong though endleſs raptures 

low, 

Let Talte, let Virtue fly th“ inchanting ſtrain; 
Where falſe the ſentiment,” the j Joy is vain, 30 


Not ench :Cotaing bard the Nine Une, | 


| Whoſe facrilegious hand profanes the lyre, 


W here-e'er the ſong to faithleſs Pleaſure leads, 
"Through fairy proſpects or illuſive meads, 35 
Or flows in dull unanimated rhyme, 1 
To meannefs ſinks, or ſwells to mock ſublime; 
The quaint conceit, the force of lab' ring art, 
Can to the Maſe or Na ature owe no part. | 
Let Ronde ain your gelt attention claim, 
Whom all the Nine, with all their charms in- 
flame, © 40 
He firlt-eſſay'd their nobleſt wreaths to gain; 
Ambitious taſk ! yet not eſſay d in van. 


Him future bards with veneration view, 


And-with unequal wing his flights purſue ; ; 


From him invention's copious ſource explore, 45 
2 deck (now labours with the Fenn ſtore, 


'To find a band chat durſt attempt his N. 
2 thouſand, toiling years revolv'd in vain; - 

ill Fate and Nature ſmiling on mankind, - 
Another brow for epic bays ww 50 


2 


ay (37, The 2 conceit, 
ts in 44 na- time may be 
wer * cſs, when even grave divines 22 to 
ce 


On the Cullivation of Taſte, 187 


Deſtin'd beneath Heſperian ſuns to bloow, _ 
Ard ſhine the glory of the world and Rome. 
Hai ſacred Maxo ! in whoſe deathlefs firain, 
Nature and Art united praiſe attain : _ 
Correct and pure thy heay'nly numbers flow, 55 
Ye: with the keeneſi flame of Genius glow; © 
Through all the records of eternal Fate, | 
Fame tow bot one of Nature's works ſo great. 
Britannia's boaſt I whoſe lyre, by angels irung, 
Reſounded equal to the themes he ſung! 60 
That man his nature might with pleaſure ſee, 
Io its full height, God ſaid, Let Mil ron be; 
Theo, as when firſt his world its charms diſplay'd, 
Beheld, approv'd, and bleſs'd the work he made, 
Whether his ſeng to hell's dark depth deſcend, 6g 
Where Night and Woe united ſway extend; 
Or to fair Eden's happier climes arife, | 
Or paint the brighter ſplendors of the ſkies; _ 
One boundleſs grandeur, one informing foul, 
Suſtains, illunses, and animates the whole. 7e 
In narrower limits, yet with epic rage, 
Next view the buſcin'd mnſes tread the ſtage; 
Where Pity o'er the wrecks of Fate reclines, 
And in the dignity of Sorrow ſhines; 3. 
W here courage toils in ſtorms of Fortune toſt, 4 5 
And filent Terror ſtalks in Hamlet's ghoſt, 
Here mighty SnAKESTEZAA, on his natal throne © 
Unrival'd ſhines, with glory all his owng _ 
Great nature's fav'rite, ſingularly bleſt. 
With all the empire of the human breaſt: 80 
Him equal knowledge, equal warmth.inſpire, 
And wiſdom tunes, and paſſion ſtrikes his lyre. 


Cc: L 

In Pors's harmonious pages you may fcan '© 
The proper taſk and eſtimate of man; : 
Through various life his various ſong purſue, 85 
Which as it leads, improves in every view. 
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In eaſy flowing numbers if he ſing, 7 
What dire effects from am'rous diſcord ſpring!. 
His pregnant fancy to our wond'ring eyes, 


In various forms bids various objects riſe; 90 
And hangs ſuſpended on a ſingle hair, 


All tbe conceits and whimſies of the fair. 


Like grubs in amber, through his living line, 
See Blackmore, Gildon, Dennis, Welſted ſhine, 
For when raſh witlings durſt his rage inflame, 95 
He damn'd the dunces to eternal fame. 


þ If led by Truth and Taſte, he trace the ſcenes, 


W here real beauty in full ſplendor reigns, 


Nature gives ſanction to the critic's laws, 


And ſbews her ſon tho great ſublime be draws. 100 | 


If nigh the Gilver Thames his Doric ſtrain 
Diſplays the guiltleſs paſſions of the plain, 
With force united on the melting heart, 
Mufic and Love their utmoſt power exert, 


Tf o'er rough rocks the torrent pours along, 105g 
Thunders —— g torrent through his ſong ; 
If ſfighing breezes, wanton in the ſkies, 
Soft in his lay the breathing zephyr ſighs. _ 
Thos bright he ſhines, in every glory crown'd, 
T he teſt of Britiſh elegance _ found, 110 


But hark! what ſtream of muſic pours along, 
Sublimely ſweet, and clegantly ſtrong, . , 
Sacred to Liberty, who rais'd his aim 
To add one wreath to Cato's deathleſ fame! 
'Tis App ison, whoſe numbers court thy ear, 115 


Where Churchill's glories ever bright appear. 


giebt: ire un El. 
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Thrice happy pair, with equal ardour fir d, 
By one great pow'r in one great eauſe inſpir'd. 
Conqueſt obſequions led the hero's Way; 

With equal ſpirit glow'd the poet's lay. 129 
Who would not all the toils of war ſuſtain, 

To ſhine immortaliz'd in fach a firain ? 
What muſe would ceaſe to ſtrike the loftieſt *. 
Should ſuch heroic deeds their fong inſpire? 


Bat Wiſdom, and the genius of mankind, 125, 


Another province to their ſon affign'd : 

Briton's Spectator, in whoſe eaſy page, 

At once is ſeen the gentleman and fage. 

Here knowledge ſhines, in faireſt colours dreſs'd; 
The nobleſt truths in jufteſt words expreſs d 130 
Here cultivate your taſte, and form your ſtyle; 
Here at Sir Roger's various humours ſmile ; 
Here view with fancy's eyes the moral dream, 
Or with new reliſh paſs from theme to theme. 
Hence may you learn in every light to pleaſe, 125 
To think with elegance, and write with eaſe. 


With tender feeling and deſcriptive art, 
Let Tuonson charm thy mind and melt thy 
= heart. 1 
Thomſon ! enamour'd Nature's darling care, 
Who bade him all her nobleſttalents ſhare; 146 


With bim to ſtreams, and groves, and vales re- 


tir'd on | 
Inform'd his jud t. and bis fancy fir d; 
Confign'd her faithful pencil to bis hand. 
And taught him all her wonders to expand: 
Bo ſtrong his colours, ſo divine his art, 145 
Such beapty forms, ſuch life inſpires each part, 


Ver. 118. By one great, &e. | * 
Liberty is here meant, in whoſe cauſe Addiſon and Marl- 
horough exerted themſelves cach jn their 33 
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With: keener tranſports ſcarce our eyes purſue .. 

The great original from which he drew. 
a thou the ardour of chy thoughts un- 

: . 

And with the muſe to gayer themes deſcend? 150 

See Youns, in quick exuberance-of thought, - 

With all the richeſt ores of Fancy fraught, 

Arm 1 s hand with darts, with ſm:les. her 
| ace 

And from the love of fame each action trace. 


- 


Let Garn wich ſharp, but falutary ſpleen, 1 ; 5 
As muſic gentle, but as lightning keen, 
In phyſic's mock folemnity apprar, 
Or with correct e charm your ear. 


The powers of Humour, Wit, and Malice 
—_ 159 
To form one bard, the ſcourge of human kind. 
Sudden as plagues his as ("4 are thrown, 
And all alike their venom'd fury own: 
Not ting'd a ſingle villain to difgrace, 
But, wound without diſlinction, all our race. 


O had his rage, not men, but crimes purſu' d, ws 


With milder eyes had he his nature view'd ; 


| 4 er Delicacy had not Wit prevail'd, 


nd in groſs pun, or groſſer jeſt exhal'd; 
Then Swirr in mirth and ſatire might have 
ſhown - -_ 
Perfection to the - oo before unknown. — 
Spirit and caſe wouldſt thou at once admire; 


Laugh through the well-cold tale with Gar and 


Nies. a 
| PannzLL 
1." 57. To page's —9 e... 7 ; | 


— — — de ſeri 1 
. 
Ver. 172. Gay and Prior, &c. © One 
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ParNELL ſurvey, with ev'ry laurel grace d, 

Hammond with tenderneſs, and Warst vith 
taſte, . 

The ſoft diſtreſs of SuznsTonR's rural lay, 175 

The tender plaintive dignity of Gaar, Ä; 

Or he who deck'd his Lucy's urn with bays, 


The ſoul - diſſolving Orpheus of our days. 


Nor muſt I here forget to recommend 


Bracxroe - fav'rite intimate, and 


friend, 180 
We from our earlieſt youth ro each were known, 
Alike our pleaſures, our aſſociates one: 
Ab! could I add, our-kindred ſouls the ſaine, 
Both fir'd alike.with one congenial flame ; 
Then ſhould my numbers flow, like his, refin'd, 
Deli ght your ear, and captivate your mind. 186 
Theſe ornaments of nature and their age, | 
Shall all reward the Moments they engage. 


Thus far direQion holds her friendly light, 


To animate thy talte and guide its flight: 190 | 


But by attentive reading now refin'd, - 
To its own choice ſhe ſafely leaves thy mind, 


Yer, let not verſe alone thy i engage, 


But oft revolve the jult hiſtoric page. 195 ' 


To Fancy this paſt ages ſhall reſtore, _ 

And Rome and Athens riſe to view once more. 
Virtue and Truth, in keighten'd colours dreſt, 
Embody'd here, the ns intereſt, 


One could not forbear to inclade theſe two authors in 
ſuch a liſt; though at the ſame time, it muſt be owned, had 
ſame few of their tales been left out,” it would have done 
them no diſhondur; and one could, with more confidence, 
have propoſed their having place in a lady's library. 

Ver. 178. The ſoul-dſcelvingy K. 6. 

Lord Lyttleton. his upon Lady Lyttleton. 

Dn 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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When AvyzED's better conſtellation ſhines, 
When for the /ceptre he the croot reſigus, ace 
When WarLacs ſingly, with vindictive hand, 
Appears the faviour of a plunder'd land? 

hat „ ceaſe with patriot warmth to 


| Who for their glory wonld not thare their fate! 


Now ill to bigher views let reaſon ſoar, ws 
Fhiloſaphy's incbaating ſcenes explare. _ 
Aturr humane, and NeTTLEToON ſhall ſhow 
What native joys from facred Virtue flo. 

The ſage whole ſoul the loye of nature warms, 
To trace wonders, and difplay her charms, 

+ Conſyls attentive, and with curious eyes, 211 
From ſcene to ſcene of height nag beauty riſe ; 
Till all the proſpect op'ning to thy fight, | 
Shall. yield immenſe incffable delight ; 

Till reaſon being's end and ſource ſhallfind, 21 f 
And all the Godhead burſt up thy mind. 
Though tyrant Cuſtom, with deciſive air, 
From Learning's calm recef: preclude the fair: 
Though Pedentry, with ſelf-enamour'd ſneer, 
Propounce domeſtic toils their only fpherez 220 
Their darling tenets let them ſtill enjoy, 
Your leiſure Tons i ip reading ſtill PIP 

$4 as ſociggy may juitly claim 

taſk adapted to . ſex and trame, | 
Mucb it imports, in active life, to know, 225 
What $0 gurſelves, to others what we owe, 
W hat offices fram what relations riſe, 
And what our ſtate, and what our frame erke. 


Its pro 2 though ſpeculatian (bare, 
Not leſs the active pom demand thy care 230 
Heaven on the ſoul its image has impreſt, | 


* ſacred reafon in the breaſt ; 


'Yet 


* 
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Yet plac'd each being in a diff*rent ſphere, 
And from their nature's bade their taſks appear : 


"Domeſtic duties hence alike demand 38 


Th” attentive judgment, and the active hand, 
Let theſe, in due degree, thy mind engage; 
Nor let the woman vaniſh in the ſage. 

O falſe to Nature, to her wiſdom blind, 
W bo think her various taſłs diſtract the mind! 240 
By theſe in one conſiſtent plan we riſe, 
Senſe makes us active, action makes us wiſe. 
Nor reſts my ſong on theory alone; 
Theſe truths are likewiſe by experience known, 
To prove the maxim juſt, ſhe ſtill caa ſhow 245 
A Gallic Dacits, and a Britiſh Rows. 


Nor are theſe glories of the female kind, 

To diſtant climes or periods paſt confin'd : 
Recent examples I might here diſplay ; 

But this detail till meeting ['ll delay. 259 
Till then, farewell, and every bleſſing know, 
That Wiſdom, Taſte, and Virtue can beſtow, - 


Dumfries, 64: 30, 1 
1757. | * 


e 

| y points out action as for 
ings in our fituation : and by engaging in 4 4 
of life. we improve in wiſdom and experience. : 


* 
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| The EAGLE, ! the Ae of 


To her Royal Highneſs the Princek of 
| 01 nn 0 


HE em as to 1 * 
T 1 write, Fair Excellence, to you; 


pleas d to hope my vacant hours 
Have been employ d to ſweeten 
Truth under fiction I imparhk, © | [ 
To weed out folly'from the — 
And ſhew the — aſtray” : 
'The wand'ring nymph from wiſdom's way. 
I 2 T fatter 
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| I flatter none. The great and good 
Are by their actiom 
Your monument if actions 
Shall I deface 3 aiſe ? 

1 che aet the vice Aeame“ 
That dwells delighted on your name; 
Her friendly tale, however true, 

Were flatt'ry; if Fro it you. 
The proud, the envious, and the vain, 
The jilt, the pruge, demand my {train ; 
To cheſt, deteſting praſſe, I write, 
And vent, in charity, my ſpite; ; 
TE With-friendly-hand-1-hold-the -glafs 
To all, promiſcuous as they pals : 
Should folly there Her likeneſs view, 
I fret not that the mirror's true; 


If che faitraſtieforan offind,: /. | 


— 


„ 


| || I made it not, but would amend. 
ö Virtue, in every clime and age, 
the folly=ſoothirig page, 
While Satire, HHattoffends the ear 
Of Vice and 3 pleaſes her. 
Peremiing alis, yout anger ſparẽ 
And riews rec ve ho ee 1 | 
N 
AE birdsin pkce byfaaionepreſs, 
To Jupmer theirpray'rs addreſs 25 
By ſperious ties che ſtate N bd; 
I beir eee NN 
C83 Wh 2 


— 


1 4 


FABLES 197 
T hey begg'd (to ſtop ſeditious tongucs) . 
A gracious hearing of their wrongs. 
Jove grants their ſuit, The Eagle fat 
Decider of the grand debate. | 
The Pye, to ruſt and pow'r preferr” a, 
Demands, permiſian to be heard. 
Says he, prolixity of phraſe. 
You, kagw L bats; This libel fays, 
+ Some bids there are, who, prone to 
(e p 
re hig'd to-filence wiſdom's voice, | 
« And ſkill &.tgchatter.out the hour, 
„ Riſe, by; their emptineſs to po- 'r. 
That this is aim d direct at me, | 
No doubt, you'll readily agree; _ 
Yet, well this ſage aſſembly knows, 
By parts to government I roſe; 
My prudent counſels prop the ates, 
Magpies: were never known to prate. 
The Kite roſe up. His honeſt heart 
In viſtue's duff rings: bore a part. 
That there were birds of prey he knew * 
So far the libekcr ſaid. true; 
« Voracious, bald, ta rapine prone, 
© Who koew no int'reſt but — vl 
« Whothev'ring oer the farmer's yard, 
« Nan, Ar chick, nar: duckling 
This wight be true, but if ppi „d 5 
To bim in troth, the ſland'rer 1 | 
I 3 * , |- her 
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Since ign'rance then might be miſled, 
Such things, he thought, were beſt unſaid, 
The Crow was vex'd. As yeſter-morn 


He flew acrofs the new-ſown corn, 


A ſcreaming boy was ſet for pay, 

He knew, to drive the crows away; 
Scandal had found him out in turn, 
And buzz'd abroad, thatcrows love corn. 
' The Owl aroſe, with ſolemn face, 
And thus harangu'd upon the caſe. 


That magpies prate, it may be true, + 


A kite may be voracious too, 
Crows ſometimes deal in new-ſown peaſe; 
He libels not, who ſtrikes at theſe ; 

The ſlander's here! But there are birds, 
« Whoſe wiſdom lies in looks not words; 
„% Blund'rers, who level in the dark, © 
«© And always. ſhoot beſide the mark. 
He names not me; but theſe are hints, 


Which manifeſt at whom he ſquints; 


were ihdeed that blund'ring fowi, 
To queſtion if he meant an owt: 

Ye wretches, hence! the Eagle cries, 
*Tis conſcience, conſcience that applies; 
The virtuous mind takes no alarm, * 
Secur'd. by innocence from hamm 
While guilt; and his affociate fear, 
Are ſtartled at the. * air. 


AB 
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The Panzane the 1 eule 
BAA Ts. 


HE man, whe ſeeks to win the fair, 
| (So cuſtom ſays) muſt truthforbear:; 
Muſt fawn and flatter, cringe and lie, 
And raiſe the goddeſs to the ſky : 

For truth is hateful to her ear. 

A rudnels, which ſne cannot bear. 

A rudneſs ? Yes; I ſpeak my thoughts; 
For truth upbraids her with her faults. 
How wretched, Cloe, then am I. 
Who love you, and yet cannot lie 
And ſtill to make you leſs my —_—_ 

I ſtrive your errors to amend '!. 

But ſhall the ſenſeleſs fop pn 

he ſofteſt paſſion to your heart, 
While he, who tells you honeſt truth, 

And ppints 40 bappineſs your youth, 

Determincs, by his care, his lot, 

And lives neglected and forgot? 


Truſt me, my dear, with agter eaſe 
Your taſte for flatt'ry 1 could pleaſe, 
And ſimilies in each dull line 
Like — in the dark, ſhould 


6 What 


ſbine. 
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What if I ſay your lips diſcloſe 

The freſhneſs of the op'ning roſe ? 

Or that your cheeks are beds of flow'rs 

Enripen'd by refreſhing ſhow'rs ? 

Vet certain as theſe flow'rs ſhall fade, 

Time every beauty will invade. 

The butterfly, of various hue, 

More than the flow'r reſembles you 

Fair flutt ring, fickle, buſy ins, 

Ta pleaſure ever on the wing, 

Gayly coquetting for an hour, 

To die, and ne'er be thought of more. 
Would . bloom youth ſhould 


ü eins chateoult bind ir falt; 


An eaſy cartiage, wholly free 
From four reſerve, or levity; 

Good natur'd mirth, an open heart, 
And looks unſkill'd in any art; 
Humility, enough to ́ͥůrn 
The frailties which a friend 05 

Known; 

And decent pride, enough to know 
The worth that virtue can beftow; - 
Theſe are the charms which ne er de- 


, 


day, 
| Though wvourbend heamy fade away ; 


And time, which all things elſe 8 
Stit heightens virtue, and im = an 
ou? 


4 a . : 
141 fy _» 4 
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- You'll frown, and afk to what intent 
This blunt addreſs to you is ſent ? 

I'll fpare the queſtion, and confeſs | 
I'd praiſe you, if I lov'd you leſs; 
But rail, be angry, or complain, 
I will be rug white you are vain, | 

eV $3 31-3 | 
— load aceful ien. 
When beaſts aerctendyontbepian, 
A Panther of majeſtie port, 
(The vaineſt female of the court), 
-With ſported ſkin, and eyes of fire, 
Filld, every boſom with deſiſe. 
Where leer ſhe mov'd, a ſervile crod 
Of fawning creatures ering'd and 2 : 
Afembhes every week ſhe held, 
(Like modern belles) with coxcomtbs 

ird, 

Where noiſe, and 50 and grimace, 
And lies, and fcandal, fl the place. 

' Behold the gay, fantaſtic thing;! 
Encirched by che ſpacious ring. 
Low-bowing, with important look, 

As firſt in rank; the Monkey — 9 
Gad take me, madam but 1 _—_ 
No angel ever took'd fo fair: 
Forgive my rudenets, but'1 you, \ 
«Yo were acl quite ite til now; 

| 15 De! 12 * 


— * - — 
8 5 Y w — * 
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„ Thoſe limbs! that ſhape ? and then 
... - '*::1thol&eyes}2-: 1:11; 
O cloſe them; or the gazer dies”: 
Nay, gentle pug, for goodneſs huſh; 
] vow, and ſwear, you make me bluſh; 
I ſhall be angry at this rate; | 
*Tis fo.like flatt'ry, which hate. 
Fhe Fox, in deeper cunning vers'd; 


; The beauties of her mind rehears'd; 
And talk'd of knowledge, taſte, and ſenſe, 
To which the fair have vaſt pretence ! 


Yer, well he knew them always vain 
Of what they ſtrive not to attain, 
And play'd ſo cunningly his part, 


That pug was rival'd in his art. 


The Goat avow'd his am'rous flame, 


And burnt for what he durſt not name; 
| Yet hop'd a meeting in the wood 

Might make his meaning underſtood. 

Half angry at the bid addreſs, 

She frown'd 3 but yet ſhe muſt, confeſs, 


Such beauties mi 


ight inflame his blood, 


But ſtill his ꝓhraſe was ſome what rude. 


The Hog her neatneſs much admii'd; 
The formal Aſs her ſwiftneſs fir'd; 
While all to feed her folly ſtrove, 
And by their praiſes ſnar d her love. 

e Horſe, bose gen 'rous heart 

diſdain d | 


Anat, by ſervile flatt'ry gain'd, 


With 


With 2 courage, ava broke, 
And thus with indignation ſpoke. 
When flatt'ring monkeys fawn, and 
ptate, : 
They juſtly raiſe contempt, or hate; 
For merit's turn'd to ridicule, 5 
Applauded by the grinning fool. 
The artful fox your wit commends, 
To. lure you to his ſelfiſh ends; 
From the vile flatt' rer turn away 
For knaves make friendſhips to — 
Diſmiſs the train of fops, and fools, 
And. learn to live by wiſdom's rules; 
Such beauties might the lion warm, 
Did not your folly break the charm; 
For who would court that lovely ſhape,. 
To be the rival of an ape: | 
He ſaid; and ſnorting in diſdain, - 
Spurn'd at the WS and hahe the: 
| | plain. | | , | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ä — * 
„ 1 
The. NIGHTINGALE ad  GLOow-woRM;- 


"HE prudent nymph, whoſe cheeks 
diſcloſe A 

The Ae, and the bluſhing role, 
16 From: 


= \ 


For 
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From public view her charms will ſcreen 
And rarely in the crowd be ſeen; 

This ſimple truth ſhall keep her wife, 
* on he faireſt fruits attract the flies.” 


\NE. night a Glow-worm, proud and 
1+: vain, 

Contemplating her glitt ring train, 
Cry'd, ſure there never was in nature 
So elegant, ſo fine a creature. 

All other inſects that I ſee, 

The frugal ant, induſtrious bee, 


Or -er, with contempt 1 view; þ 


With all chat low, mechanic crew, 
Who fervilety' their lives oy 
In buſineſs, enemy to) , 
Mean, vulgar herd?” yeare my ſeorn, % 
grandeur only Þ was born, 

Or ſure am ſprung from race divine, 
And place'd on earth, to live and ſhine. 
Thoſe lights, that ſparkle ſo on high, 
Are but the glow-worms of the ſky, — 
And kings on earth their gems admire, 
Becauſe they 'imitate my fire. 

She ſpoke. Attentive on a ſpray, 


A Nightingale forebore his lay; 
He ſaw the ſnining morſel near, 
And flew, directed by the glare; 


A while he gaz'd with ſober ok 1. 
And thus the trembling prey beſpoke. 
Deluded 
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Deluded fool, with pride elate. 
Know, tis thy beauty brings thy fate: 
Leſs dazzling, long chou N ee have 


lain 
Unheeded on the eee plain: 8 


Pride, ſoon or late, degraded mourns, 
And beauty wrecks whom ſhe adorns. 


* 7 71 ” : . 3 6 = 
— & = — 4 . }., * 1 | — 2 1 a 
f | * — * .4 7 4 1 
1 T F : 9 98 
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Hyun x, and earn. 


"4 1272 Ex, d'ye ſay? Nay chow Neue, | 


Another year deſtroys your prime. 


But ſtay, the ſettlement! That's made.” 
Why then's my fimple girl afraid $i ; 


Yet hold a moment, if you _ 
And heedfully the oO ſcan.” 


4 — 


bluſh'd, 


The winds were in cb s huſh', 


When Hymen, penſive and ſedate, 

Held o' er the Helds his m 

e him, through the 
- hide; 


| 1 Das ; N 33377 9H 


Deaths meagre. rm the god — 


HE ſhades were fled, the ea 


muſing gat. 
wood 


| 
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Who quickly, with gigantic ſtride, 
Our wont his pace and join'd his ſide. 
Fhe chat on vatious ſubjects ran, 
Till angry Hymen thus began. 

| Relentieſs Death, whoſe iron ſway: 
 Mortals reluctant muſt obey, 

Still of vy pow'r ſhall I complain; 
And thy too partial hand arraign ? 
When Cupid brings a pair of hearts, 
All over ſtuck with equal darts, 

Thy cruel ſhafts my hopes deride, 
Ab cut the knot that Hymen ty'd. 

Shall not the bloody, and the bold;, 
The miſer; hoarding: up his gold, 

The harlot, reeking from the ſtew, . 
Alone thy fell revenge purſue ? 
But mult the gentle, and the kind,. 
Thy fury, undiſtinguiſn'd, find? 

The monarch calmly thus reply'd;; 
Weigh, well the cauſe, and then decide: 
| That friend of yours you lately nam'd,, 
Cupid alone is to be blam'd ; 

Then let the charge be juſtly;laid ;. 
That idle boy neglects his trade, 

And, hardly once in twenty years,, 

A couple to your temple bears. 

T he wietches whom your office blends; . 
Silenus now, or Plutus,; ſendss 
Hence care, and bitterneſs, . 


* to the nuptial. li 


Believe 
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Believe me; more than all mankind;. 
Your vot'ries my compaſſion find; 
Yet cruel am l call'd, and baſe,, 
Who ſeek the wreiched-to releaſe 
The captive; from his bonds to n 
Indiſſoluble but for me. | 

is L entice him to the yoke: 
By me, your;crowded altars ſmoke :. 
For mortals boldly dare the nooſe, 
Secure that Yoogh ill ſer aden looſe. 7 


75 5 WA N N l 
- The Fox, ond bis PATRON. — 
THY, Calis, is, your. — 


waiſt 
$o.iooſe,; fo. negligently, lac'd — 
Why muſt. the wrapping bed 9 hide 
Vour ſnowy. boſom's ſwelling pride? 
How ill. that dreſs adorns yohr head, 
Diftain'd, and rumpled from the bed! 
Thoſe 2. that hade pour NESS: 
F Ren Ne 
A little water might, an 
As Nature. every morn heſtows 
The cryſtal ts to uy: the role. - 


: 


\ Thoſe 


To keep 


Admit 12 on 


*Tis always frugal to be clean; 
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Thoſe treſſes, as the raven black, 
That wav d in ringlets down your back, 
Uncomb'd, and injut'd by neglect, 7 
Deſtroy the face, hic once they deck'd. 
Whenee this forgerfulneſs of drefs ?. 
Pray, madam, are you married ? Yes. - 
Nay, then indeed the wonder ceaſes, 


No matter now how looſe ydur ꝗreſs is, 


The end is won, yout fortune's made, 
Your ſfſter new mag tadce che, trade. 
Alas! what pity tis to find | 


This fauſt in half the femate kind? 
From hen eed ay erſion, ſtrife, - 
And all thi furs the wedded life. 
Beauty can only point the dart, 
'Tis neatneſs guides itto the heart; 
Let neatneſs then, and beaut ſtiive 
a wav'ring flame al 
*Tis harder far (ou find it e. 
To keep the tongue, wen fubdue; 
c be hiad the ſcreen. 
* ob rt Firth to be Ken? 50 N 
fact may raiſe the fame 
Ty woman is the ſame. 52 1 ¹α 
mie 048g chicfy*to mnprove-' 


\J 


The charm that fix*d your huſband's love. 


Weigh well his Rue! Wus it refs 
That gave vout Beauty pow'f t to dies ? 
Pur fu it tilt; be neater ſern; 


80 
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So ſhall you keep alive defice.. 0 
And ins s ſwift wing ſhall tan the bre. 


N garret high (as 16 su), . 
A poet {ung — tuneful lay; 
So ſoft, ſo Ine his verſe, yau'd. been 
Apollo and the muſes there 
Thro' all the town his praiſes rung. 
His ſonnets at the playhouſe ſung; 
High waying v'er his lab'cing head. 
The goddeſs. Want her pinjons, ſpread, | 
And with pae tic fur fir'd,; SY arh Ie 1 
What Pheebus faintly, bad inſpir d. 
A noble Youth of taſte and wit, 
Approv'd the ſprightly things he il, 
And ſought him in his cabhuch dome, 
Diſcharg'd his rent and brought him 
home... A 
Pehold him at the ſtately board, 


Who but the poet and my Lord 


Each day deliciouſly he dines, 

And greedy quaffs the generous wines; 
His ſides were plump, his ſkin was ſleek, 
And plenty wanton'd on . 
Aſtoniſn'd at the change ſo new, 


Away th' 2 goddeſs flew. - : 1 


Now; dropt for politics and news, 
Ne gleècted lay the drooping muſe, 
Unmindful whence: his fortune ca me, 

He ftifled . — 


= | 


| 
| 
ſ 
[ 
| 


| 

14 
14 
14 
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Nor tale, nor ſonnet, for my lady, 
Laqmpoon, nor epigram was ready. 
With juſt contempt his*patron ſaw, 
(Reſolv'd his bounty to withdraw) 
And thus, with anger in his look, 
The lare-repenting fool beſpoke. 
Blindto the that courts the grown, 
Whence has the fun of favour ſhone ? 
Delighted with thy tuneful art, 
Eſteem was growing in my heart, 
But idiy thou rejectſt the charm, - 
That gave it birth, and kept it warm. 
_ Unthinking fools, alone deſpiſe 
T be tif that tavght them firſt to riſe... 


* * * 
: 1 1 * — * 2 4 a teins... a. ta. 


b; A B. vr. 


7 be Wane. the ee and the Laus 


4UTY demands, the. parent 's voice 
Should mann. the n 
choice; | 


In chat is due Seeger Seng 


Jo chuſe belongs to her alone. 
May, horror ſeize his midnight hour, 
Who builds upon a parent's pow'r, 
And claims by purchaſe vile aud baſe, 
The PORE maid for his embrace; 
Hence: 
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Hence virtue ſickens; and the breaſt, 
Where peace had built her downy neſt, 
Becomes the troubled ſeat of care, 
And 3 wn agus, and deſpair. 


Wolf, rapacious, rough; and bold, 
Whoſe nightly plunders thin'd the 
fold, 
Contemplating his ill · ſpent life, | 
And c 0 with thetts, would take A 
WI 3 
His purpoſe known, the wage race, 
In num'rous crowds, attend the places 3. 
For why, à mighty wolf he was, 
And held Gone in his jaws, © 
Her fav*rite whelp each mother beoughk 
And humbly his alliance fought; | 
But cold by age, or elſe too niee, 
None found acceptance -in his eyes. 
It happen'd as at early dawn * 
He ſolitary crois'd the lawn, 
Stray'd from the fold, a ſportive | b 
Skip'd wanton by ber fleecy dam; 
When Cupid, foe to man and beaſt, _ 
Diſcharg d an arrow at his breaſt. a 
The tim'rous breed the robber knew, 
And trembling o'er the meadow flew 3 1 
Their nimbleſt ſpeed the wolf vfertook,. 
funk een thus the ye K | 
4 Stay, 


150 


Stay, faireſt, and ſuſpend your fear, 


| Truſt me, no enemy is near: 
| Theſe jaws, in ſlaughter oft imbru'd, 
| 1 | At length have known. enough of blood: 
15 And kinder bus'neſs brings me now, 
A Vanquiſh'd, at brauty's fret do bοẽu. 
| You have a.daughter- Sweet, Forgige \, 
| A wolf's addreſs——in her Þ live; 
| Love from her eyes like lightning came, 
| And) ſer my, marrow all on. flames | | 
| Let your conſent confirm my choice, 
| And.rauty.our:auptialzeys hd 
*. d ample; wealth and pow'r attend, 81 
Wide oder the plains my gealms extend; 
What midaight robber dare invade 
The fold, if I che guard am made? 
At home the ſhephetd's cur may fleep, 
While Iſegure;bis maſter's ſheep! 100 
Diſcourſe like this,: gttention claim' d: 
Grandeur the mother's breaſt: inflam'd; 
Now fearlels-by; his fide ſhe walk d., 
Of, ſettlements and jointures talk dj; 
Propos'd, and doubled her demands 
Of flow!ry fields, and turnip lands. 
The wolf, agrees Her boſom ſwells; 
To Miſs her happy fate ſhe tells s; ↄ 
And of the grand alliance van. 
Contemns her kindred of the plain. 
The loathing lamb with hot or hears 
And wearies out her dam with r 
| ut 
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But all in valn; mamma belt knew N 
What unexpefience'd g irls ſhould do A 
So, to'the nt bing meadow . 
A formal afs couple marry'd. 
Torn froch the tyrant eder 8 fide, 
The trembler goes, à victim bride, 
cluctatit meets the rude eee 
nd bleats among "the howlin; ce. 
With hörtor oft Her yes behdld. N 
Her murder kindred of the fold; 2668 
Each day a ſiſter-lamb is ſerv'd; 
And at the Gluttor-s cable card. 

T he craſhing bones he grinds for food, 
And ſlakes his thirſt With reaming blood. 
Love, who the cruel mind deteſts, 

And wages batlin gentle breaſts, 
Was now no more. Enjoyment paſty. 
The ſavage hunper'd fort e featt; | 
But (as We find in human race, J 
A mifke-eonvents the vittiin's "oY | 
Juſtice muſt authortze the treat; 
Till thehche — gulſt not Th 
As forth he walk?d in queſt U prey, 
The hutitefs met 2 the way; 
Nenne flightzthe de Tough; 
The ſnuffing dogs are fer at 
His — daulk'd, row hutige hig, 
Howling, Me. gftods His empty 1 ba g 
Food — be hadꝭ und daffib is nigh; 
His aw invokes the fraudful lie. : 
8 


Is this diflemblin rage, he cry d) 
The Aon virtue 6; bride oY 7 
That leagu'd with man's deſtroying race, 
She ſets th hulband for the chace? / 
By treach'ry prompts the noiſy hound 
To ſcent his footſteps on the ground? 
Thou trait reſs vile ! for this thy. blood 
Shall glut my rage, and dye the wood? 
So ſaying, on the Lamb he flies 
Beneath his jaws the victim dies. 
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be Goos and the Swaxs, 
J HATE the hoe, however fon. 
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That carries an affected air; 

e liſping tone, the ſhape conſtrain'd, 
The ſtudy d look, the paſſion feign'd, 
Are fopperies, which only tend 
To i injure what they ſtrive to mend. 

With what ſuperior grace enchants 
The face, which nature's pencil paints 
Where eyes unexerciſed in art, 
Slow with the meaning of the heart! 
Where freedom, and en ſit, 


And 1 Wu, mw me Lone 
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Though perfect beauty be not there, 
The maſter lines, the finiſh'd air, 
We catch from every look delight, 
And grow enamour'd at the fight: 
For beauty though we all approve, - 
Excites our wonder more than love; 
While the agreeable ſtrikes ſure, 
And gives the wounds he cannot cure. 
Why then, my Amoret, this care, 
That forms you, in effect, leſs fair? 
If nature on your cheek beſtows 

A bloom, that emulates the roſe, '_ 
Or from ſore heav'nly image drew 

A form Apelles never knew, 
Your ill-judg'd aid will you impart, 
And ſpoil by meretricious art? 

Or had you, nature's error, come 
Abortive from the mother's womb, 
Your forming care ſhe ſtill rejects, 
Which only heightens her defects. 
When ſuch of glitt ring jewels proud 
Still preſs the fore moſt in the croud, 
At ev'ry public ſhew are ſeen,. - _ 
With look awry, and auk ward mein, 
The gaudy dreſs attracts the eye, 

And magnifies deformity”  _ 
Nature may undeido her part, 
But ſeldom wants the help of art; 
Truft her, ſhe is your ſureſt friend, 
Nor made your form for you to 1 
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” Goble, affected, empty, vain, 


The fhrilleſt of the cackling 2 


it rand and elevated cteſt, 
wel ence claim'd above the reſt, © 


wa ar, Bret at human race, 
 Who' bble in their pace; 
Look 920 ſtand'rous lie =; 
Not halighty"tan is ſo erect. 
That peacock 510 Lord, how, vain 
The creatates; 7 555 train! 
If both were 775 t, Pd pawn-m word, 
A gooſe would 3 the focr bird. Ki 
Nariee to hide her own defects. R 
Her bungled wark with fi . decks 3, 
Were ſe Tet off with Half that flow. 
Would men admire the peacock? | No. 
Thus N ctals the mead the 
ta 
The cackling breed attend her watts, 
 The'fun'fhor down 'his/hoon-tide beams, 
The'fwans * Wete Ipo rting in the ſtreams; 
Theit he 9 5 and, Rarely . 


Provokꝭd h  Jpleen. Why: chi 
"cried, | . 
= Again; What arrogance we gen dt „ 


Thoſe creatures tow they mimic me 
— eve e waters fkiw, 
L ate Kudwn to Grim, 
Heal they e E Xe 
And their own emptineſs Ulcerht, | y 
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So ſaying, with extended wings, 
Lightly upon the wave the ſprings ; 
Her boſom ſwells, the ſpreads her plumes, 
And the ſwan's ſtately creſt aſſumes. 
Contempt and mockery enſu'd, 

And burſts of laughter ſhook the flood, 

A ſwan, ſuperior to the reſt, 

Sprung forth, and thus the fool addreſs'd. 

Conceited thing, elate with pride 
Thy affectation all deride; 

Theſe airs thy aukwardneſs impart, 
And ſhew thee plainly as thou art. 
Among thy equals of the flock, 

Thou had'ſt eſcap'd the public mock, 
And as thy parts to good conduce, 
Been deem'd an honeſt, hobbling gooſe, 
Learn hence, to ſtudy wiſdom's rules ; 
Know, foppery's the pride of fools ; _ 
And (ſtriving nature to conceal, A 44 
You only her defects reveal. 
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F A B. VIII. 
The Lawyer and Jusrick. 


L thou divineſt good below, 
Thy pure deitghts few mortals 
know ! | 


K | Our 


218 FABLES. 


Our rebel hearts thy ſway diſown, 
While tyrant luſt uſurps thy throne, 
The bounteous God of nature made 
The 1exes for each other's aid, 
Their mutual talents to employ, 
To leflen ills, and heighten joy. 
To weaker women he aſſign'd 
| That ſoft' ning gentleneſs of mind, 
| That can, by ſympathy, impart 
It's likeneſs, : to the rougheſt heart. 
Her, eyes with magic pow'r endu'd, 
To fire the dull, and awe the rude. 
His roſy fingers on her face 
Shed laviſh ev'ry blaoming grace, 
And ſtamp'd (perfection to diſplay) 
His mildeſt image on her clay. 
Man, active, reſolute, and bold, 
He faſhion'd in a different mould, 
With uſeful arts his mind inform'd, 
His breaſt with nobler paſſions warm'd; 
He gave him knowledge, taſte, and ſenſe, 
And courage, for the tair's defence. 
Her frame, reſiſtleſs to each wrong, 
Demands protection tram the ſtrong; 
To man ſhe flics, when fear alarms, 
And claims the temple of his arms. 
By nature's Author thus declar'd 
| The woman's ſov'teign, and her guard, 
[ Shall man, by treach'rous wiles invade * 
The weakneſs he was meant to aid ? 
12 While 
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While beauty, given to inſpire 
Protecting love, and ſoft deſire, 
Lights up a wild fire in the heart, 
And to it's own breaſt points the dart, 
Becomes the ſpoiler's baſe pretence 
To triumph over innocence. 

The wolf, that tears the tim'rous ſheep, 
Was never ſet the fold to keep; 
Nor was the tyger, or the pard, 
Meant the benighted trav'let's guard; 
But man, the wrldeſt beaſt of prey, 
Wears triendſhip's ſemblance, to betray; 
His ſtrength againſt the weak employs, 
And where he ſhould protect, deſtroys. 


AST twelve o'clock, the watchman 
| cry'd MEL 
His brief the ſtudious Lawyer ply'd; 
The all-prevailing fee lay nigh, 
The carneſt of to morrow's lie. 
Sudden the furidus winds ariſe, 
The jarring caſement ſhatter'd flies; 
The doors admit a hollow ſound, 
And rattling from their hinges bound; 
When Juſtice, in a blaze of light, 
ReveaPd her radiaot form to ſight. 
The wretch with thrilling horror ſhook, 
Looſe every joint, and pale his look; 
Not having ſeen her in the courts, 


Or found her mention'd in reports, 
K 2 He 
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My ſacred temple to protect, 
That thou, and all thy venal tribe 
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He aſk'd, with fault'ring tongue, her 
name, 
Her errand there, and whence ſhe came ? 
Sternly the white rob'd ſhade reply'd, 
(A crimſon glow her viſage dy'd), 
Can'ſt thou be doubtful who I am ? 
Is Juſtice grown ſo ſtrange a name? 
Were not your courts for Juſtice rais'd ? 
*T'was there, of old, my altars blaz'd. 
My guardian thee I did elect, 


Should ſpurn the goddeſs for the bribe, 
Aloud the ruin'd client cries, 
Juſtice has neither ears, nor eyes : 
In foul alliance with the bar, 
*Gainſt me the judge denounces war, 
And rarely iſſues his decree, 
But with intent to baffle me. 
She paus'd, Her breaſt with fury 
burn'd. | 
The trembling Lawyer thus return'd. 
I own the charge is juſtly laid, 
And weak th' excuſe that can be made; 
Yet ſearch the ſpacious globe, and ſee 


If all mankind are not like me. 


The gown-man, ſkill'd in Romiſh lies, 
By faich's falſe glaſs deludes our eyes; 
Ofer conſcience rides without controul, 
And robs the man, to fave his foul. A 
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The Doctor, with-important face, 
By fly deſign, miſtakes the cale ; 
Preſcribes and ſpins out the diſeaſe, 

To trick the patient of his fees. 
The ſoldier, rou2h with many a ſcar, 
And red with ſlaughter, leads the war; 
H he a nation's truſt betray, = 

The foe has offer'd double pay. 

When vice o'er all mankind prevails, 
And weighty int'reſt turns the ſcales, _ 
Muſt | be better than the reſt, 

And harbour Juſtice. in my breaſt ? 
On one ſide only take the fee, 
Content with poverty and thee ? 
Thou blind to ſenſe, and vile of mind, 
Thy exaſperated ſhade rejoin'd, 

If virtue from the world is flown, 
Will others faults excuſe thy own ? 
For ſickly ſouls the prieſt was made; 
Phy ficians for the body's aid; 
The ſoldier guarded liberty; 

Man, woman, and the lawyer me. 

If all are faithleſs to their truſt, 

They leave not thee the leſs unjuſt. 
Henceforth your pleadings I diſclaim, 
And bar the ſanction of my name; 
Within your courts it ſhall be read, 
That Juſtice from the law is fled. © 

She ſpoke; and hid in ſhades her face. 
Till Haxpwick ſooth'd her into grace. 
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FAR 1K 


The FARMER, the SPANIEL, and the 
Car. | 


\ HY *knits my dear her angry 
brow ? 

| What rude offence alarms you now? 
[ ] ſaid, that Deha's fair. tis true, 
But did I ſay ſhe equall'd you? 
| Can't I another's face commend, 

Or to her virtues be a friend, 
| But inſtantly your forehead lours, 
| As if her merit lefſen'd yours? 
From female envy never free, 
| All muſt be blind becauſe you ſee. 
| Surrey the gardens, fields, and bow'rs, 
| The buds, the bloſſoms, and the flow'rs. 
' hen tell me where the woodbine grews, 
That vies in ſweetneſs with the roſe? 
Or where the lily's ſnowy white, 
That throws ſuch beauties on che ſight? 

Yet folly is it to declare, 

That the ſe are neither ſweet, nor fair. 
The cryſtal ſhines with fainter rays, 
Before the di monds brighter blaze 5 ; 

2 1 
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And fops will ſay, the di'mond dies 
Fetore the luſtre of your eyes: 
But l, who deal in truth, deny 
That neither ſhine when you are by. 
When zephyrs o'er the bloſſoms ſtray, 
And ſweets along the air convey, ; 
Shan't 1 the fragrant breeze inhale,” 
Becauſe you breathe a ſweeter gale? | 
2 Sweet are the flow'rs, that deck the 
field; ä 
Sweet is the ſmell the bloſſoms yield; 
Sweet is the ſummer gale that blows; 
Ard ſweet, tho? ſweeter you, the role. 
Shall envy then torment your breaſt, 
If you are lovelier chan the reſt ? 
For while I give to each her due, 
By praiſing them l fatter you; 
And prailing moſt, I ſtill declare 
You faireſt, where the reſt are fair. 


S at his board a farmer fat, =} 
| Repleniſh' d by his homely: treat, 
His fav'rite ſpaniel near him ſtood. 
And with his maſter ſhar'd the food; 
The crackling bones his jaws devour'd, - 
His lapping tongue the trenchers ſcour'd,: - 
Till ſated now, ſupine; he lay, 1 
And ſnor'd the riſing fumes away. , / 
The hungry cat, in turn, drew near, 
And humbly crav'd a ſervant's ſhare; 
Bs: ler 
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Her modeſt worth the Maſter knew, 
And ſtrait the tat'ning morſel threw : 


Enrag'd, the ſnarling cur awoke, 


And thus with ſpiteful envy, ſpoke. 


They only claim a right to cat, 
Who earn by ſervices their meat; 
Me, zeal and induſtry inflame 


To ſcour the fields, and ſpring the game; 


Qr, plunged in the wintry wave, 
For man the wounded bird to fave. 
With watchful diligence I keep, 


Fram prowling wolves, his fleecy ſneep; 
At home his midnight hours ſecure, 
And drive the robber from the door. 
For this, his breaſt with kindnefs glows 
For this, his hand the food beſtows; 


And ſhall thy indolence impart 

A warmer friendſhip to his heart, 
That thus he robs me of my due, 
To pamper ſuch vile things as you 


? 


I own (with meek neſs puſs reply'd) | 


Superior: merit on your fide ; 


Nor does my breaft with envy ſwell, 


To find it recompenc'd fo well; 
Yet l, in what my nature can, 
Contribute to the good of man. 


Whole claws deftroy the pilf'ring mouſe ? | 
Who drives the vermin trom the houſe t 
Or, watchful for the lab'ring twain, 


From lutking rats ſecure the grain 


>) 
From 
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From hence, if he rewards beſtow, 
Why ſhould your heart with gall o'erflow? 
Why pine my happineſs to ſee, 
Since there's enough for you and me ? 
Thy words are juſt, the Farmer cry'd, 
And ſpurn'd the narler from his fide. 


— 


— 


F A B. X. 
The Srib zx end the BEE. 
1 ons nymph, who walks the public 


ſtreets, 

And ſets her cap at all ſhe meets, 
May catch the fool, who turns to ſtare, 
But men of ſenſe avoid the ſnare. 

As on the margin of the flood, 
With ſilken line my Lydia ſtood, 
L imiPd to ſee the — you took, 
To cover o'er the fraudful hook, 
— the foreſt as we ſtray'd, | 
You {aw the boy his lime twigs ſpread; 
Gueſs'd you the reaſon of his fear; 
Left, heedleſs, we approach'd too near? 
For as behind the buſh we lay, 
The linnet flutter'd on the ſpray. 

Needs there ſuch caution to delude 
The ſcaly fry, and feather'd brood? 
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And think you with inferior ar 
Jo captivate the human heart? 

The maid, who modeſtly conceals 
Her Den N while ſhe hides, reveals 
Give but a glimpſe, and fancy draws 
W hatc'er the Grecian Venus was. 
From Eve's firſt fig-leaf to brocade, 
All dreſs was meant for fancy's aid, 
W hich evermore delighted dwells 
On what the baſhfyl ny mph. conceals. 

When Celia ſtruts in man's attire, 
She ſhews too much to raiſe defire; 
But from the hoop's bewitching round, 
Her very ſhoe, has pow'r to wound, 

The roving eye, the boſom bare, 
The forward laugh, the wanton air, 
May catch the top; for gudgeons ſtrike 
At the bare hook, and bait, alike; 
While ſalmon play regardleſs by, 

Till art, like nature, forms the fly, 


— 


A Spider long had held: her watch; 
om morn to night, with reſtleſs care, 
She ſpun her web, and wove her ſnare. 
Within the limits of her reign, | 
Lay many a heedleſs captive flain, 
Or flutrring, ſtruggled in the toils, - 
To burſt the chains, and ſhun her wiles. 
ö # . f | 


Be a peaſant's homely thatch 
i 
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A ſtraying Bee, that perch'd hard by, 
Beheld her with diſdainful eye. 
And thus began: Mean thing, give o'er, 
And lay thy ſlender threads no more; 
A thoughtleſs fly or two, at moſt 
Is all the conqueſt thou can'ſt boaſt ; 
For bees of ſenſe thy arts evade, 

We ſee ſo plain the nets are laid. 
The gaudy tulip, that diſplays  : 
Her ſpreading, foliage to gaaeeee; 
'T hat points her charms at all ſhe ſces, 
And yields to every wanton breeze. 
Attracts not me; where bluſhing grows, 
Guarded with thorns, the modeſt roſe, 
I'namour'd, round and round 4 fy: :| 
Or on her fragrant boſom li,; 
ReluQant, ſhe my ardour meets, 
And baſhful, renders up her ſweets. 

To wiſeſt heads attention lend, 
And learn this leſſon from a friend. 
She, who with modeſty retires, |, 
Adds fewel to her lover's fares, adi 
While ſuch incautious jilts as you,. 
By folly your own ſchemes undo. 
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De Younc Liox and the APs. 
IS true, I blame your lover's 


choice, 
Though flatter'd by the public voice, 


And peeviſh grow, and ſick, to hear 


His exelamations, O how faie ! 


IT Iiſten not to wild delights, 


And tranſports of expected nights ; 
What is to me your hoard of charms ? 
The whitenefs of your neck and arms? 
Needs there no acquiſition more, | 
To keep contention from the door ? 
Yes; paſs a fortnight, and you'll find, 
Alt beauty cloys, but of the mind. 

Senſe,-and good-humour ever prove 
The ſureſt cords to faſten love. 


et, Phillis, fimpleſt of your ſex, f 
You never think but to perplex; ; 


Coquetting it with every ape, 
That ſtruts abroad in human ſhape z 
Not that the coxcomb is your taſte, 
But that it ſtings your lover's breaſt ; 
To-morrow you reſign the ſway; 
Prepar'd to honour and obey, + 


The 
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The tyrant-miſtreſs change for life, 
To the ſubmiſſion of a wife. ; 
Your follies, if you can, ſuſpend, 
And learn inſtruction from a friend. 
Reluctant, hear the firſt addreſs, 
Think often, ere you anſwer, yes; 
But once reſolv'd, throw off diſguiſe, 
And wear your wiſhes in your eyes, 
With caution ev'ry look forbear, 
That might create one jealous fear, 
A lover's ripening hopes confound, 
Or give the gen'rous breaſt a wound. 
Contemn the girlith arts to teaze, 
Nor uſe your pow'r, unleſs to pleaſe 3 
For fools alone with rigour ſway, 
When ſoon or late they muſt obey. 


"HE king of brutes, in life's de- 
? cline, 
Reſolv'd dominion to reſign; 
The beaſts were ſummon'd to 
And bend before the royal heir. 
They came; a day was fix'd, the crowd 
Before their future monarch bow'd, 
A dapper Monkey pert and vain, 
Step'd forth, and thus addreſs'd the train, 
Why cringe my friends with {laviſh awe, 
fore this pageant king of ſtraw ? 
Shall we anticipate the hour, 
And ere we feel it, own his power? 


The 
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The counſels of experience prize, 

I know the maxims of the wiſe ; 

Subjection let us caſt away, 

And hve the monarchs of to-day ; 

»Tis ours the vacant hand to ſpurn, 

And play the tyrant each in turn, 

So ſhall he right from wrong diſcern, 

And mercy from oppreſſion learn ; 

At others woes be taught to melt, 

And lothe the ills-himſelf has felt. 
He ſpoke; his boſom ſwell'd with 

rage ir < 

The youthful Lion thus reply'd. 

What madneſs prompts thee to provoke 
My wrath, and dare th' impending ſtroke? 
Thou wretched fool! can wrongs impart 
Compaſſion to the feeling heart? 

Or teach the grateful breaſt to glow, 
The hand to give, or eye to flow ? 
Learn'd in the practice of their ſchools, 
From women thou: haſt drawn thy rules ; 
To them return; in ſuch a cauſe, - 
From only ſuch expect applauſe ; 

The partial ſex I don't condemn, 

For liking thoſe who copy them. 
Woulc''ſt thou the gen'rous lion bind, 

By kindneſs bribe him to be kind. 
Good offices their likeneſs get, 

And an wy leſſens not the debt; 
3 r Wich 
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With multiplying, hand he gives 
The good from others he receives; 
Or, tor the bad makes fair return, 


And pays with int'reſt, ſcorn for ſcorn. 
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F A B. XII. 


The CoLT, ana the FARMER, | 


1 "ELL me, Corinna, if you can, 
Why ſo averſe, ſo coy to man? 

Did nature, laviſh of her care, 

From her beſt pattern form you fair, 

That you, ungrateful to her cauſe, 

Should mock her gifts, and ſpurn her 

laws ? 

And, miſer-like, with-hold that tore, 

Which, by. imparting, bleſſes more? 
Beauty's a gift, by heav'n aſſign'd 

The portion of the female kind; 

For this the, yielding maid. demands 

Protection at her lover's hands; 

And though by waſting years | it fade, 

Remembrance tells him, once *twas paid. 
And will you then this wealth conceal, 

For ages to ruſt, or time to ſteal ? 

The ſummer of your youth to rove, 

A ſtranger to the joys of love? 

1 \ Then, 
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Then, when life's winter haſtens on, 

And youth's fair herirage is one, 

Dow'rleſs to court ſome peaſant's arms, 

To guard your wither'd age from harms; 

No gratitude to warm his breaſt, 

For blooming beauty once poſleſs'd ; 

| How will you curſe that ſtubborn pride, 

Which drove your bark acroſs the tide, 

And failing before folly's wind, 

Left ſenſe and happineſs behind? 
Corinna, leſt theſe whims prevail, 

To ſuch as you, I write my tale. 


Colt, for blood, and mettled ſpeed, 
The choiceſt of the running breed, 
Of youthful ſtrength, and beauty vain, 
Refus d ſubjection to the rein. 
In vain the groom's officious kill 
Oppos'd his pride, and check'd his will ; 
In vain the maſter's forming care 
Reſtrain'd with treats, or footh'd with 
pray'r; 
Of freedom proud. and ſeorning man, 
Wild o'er the ſpacious plains he ran. 
Where e' er luxuriant nature ſpread 
Her flow'ry carpet o'er the mead, 
Or bubbling ſtreams ſoft-gliding paſs 
To cool and freſhen up the graſs, 
Diſdaining bounds, he cropt the blade, 
And wanton'd in the ſpoil he made. 


In 
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In plenty thus the ſummer paſs'd, 
Revolving winter came at laſt; 
The trees no more a ſhelter yield, 
The verdure withers from the field, 
Perpetual ſnows inveſt the ground, 
In icy chains the ſtreams are bound, 
Cold, nipping winds, and rattling hail, 
His lank, unſhelter'd fides affail. 
As round he caſt his rueful eyes, 
He ſaw the thatch*d-roof cottage riſe ; 
The proſpect touch'd his heart with 
chear | 
And promis'd kind deliv*rance near. 
A ſtable, erſt his ſcorn and hate, 
Was now become his wiſh'd retreat; 
His paſſion cool, his pride forgot, 
A Farmer's welcome yard he ſought. 
The maſter ſaw his woeful plight, 
His limbs that totter'd with his weight, 
And, friendly, to the ſtable led, 
And ſaw him litter'd, dreſs'd, and fed. 
In flothful eaſe, all night be lay; 
The ſervants roſe at break of day; 
The market calls. Along the road, 
His back muſt bear the pond'rous load; 
In vain he ſtruggles, or complains, 
Inceſſant blows reward his pains. 
To- morrow varies but his toil; 


Chain'd to the plough, he bieaks the 
foil; 
E. While 
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While ſcanty meals at night repay 

The painful labours of the day. 

_ Subdu'd by toil, with anguiſh rent, 
His ſelf-upbraidings found a vent, 
Wretch that I am! he ſighing ſaid, 

By arrogance and folly led, 

Had but my rettive youth been brought 
To learn the leſſon nature taught, 
Then had l, like my ſires of yore, 

Fhe prize Graces every courſer bore; 
W'iile man beſtow'd rewards and praiſe, 
And females crown'd my latter days. 
Now laſting ſervitude's my let, | 
My birth contemn/d, my ſpeed forgot, 
Doom'd am 1; for my pride to bear 

A living death, from year to year, 


— — — Ka | _ — 


The OwL, and the NIGHTINGALE. 


'O know the miſtreſs' humour right, 
5 See if her maids are clean and 
page. £ tight; 
If Betty. waits without her ſtays, 
She copies but her lady's ways. 
When Miſs comes in with boiſe 2ous 
ſhout, a 
And dro s no curt'ſy going out, 
8 Sog Depend 
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Depend upon't, mamma is one, 
Who reads, or drinks too much alone. 
If bottled beer her thirſt aſlwage, 
She feels enthuſiaſtic rage, | 
. And burns with ardour to inherit 
The gifts, and workings of the ſpirit. 
If learning crack her giddy brains, 
No remedy, but death remains. 
Sum up the various ills of life, 
And all are ſweet, to ſuch a wife. 
At home, ſuperior wit ſhe vaunts, 
And twits her huſband with his wants ; 
Her ragged offspring all around, 
Like pigs, are wallowing on the ground; 
Impatient ever of controul, 
She knows-no order, but of ſoul; 
With books her litter'd floor is ſpread, 
Of nameleſs authors, never read; 
Foul linen, petticoats, and lace 
Fill up the intermediate ſpace. 
Abroad, at viſitings, her tongue 
ls never ſtill, and always wrong; 
All meanings ſhe defines away, - 
And ſtands, with truth and ſenſe, at bay. 
If &cr ſhe meets a gentle heart, 
SkilPd in the houſewife's uſeful art, 
Who makes her family her care, 


And builds Contentment 8 temple 80 
e 
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She ſtarts at ſuch miſtakes in nature, 
And cries, Lord help us! what a crea» 
ture! | 1 
Mueliſſa, if the moral ſtrike, 
" Yow'll find the fable not unlike; 


N Owl, puffd up with ſelf-conceit, 
Lov'd learning better than his meat; 
Old manuſcripts he treaiur'd up, 
And rummag'd every grocer's ſhop ; 
At paitry cooks was known to ply, 
And ſtrip, for ſcience, every pye. 
For modern poetry, and wit, 
He had read all that Bi:ckmore writ g 
So intimate with Curl was grown, 
His learned treaſures were his own ; 
To all his authors had acceſs, 
And ſometimes would correct the preſs. - 
In logic he acquir*d ſuch knowledge, 
You'd ſwear him fellow ot a college; 
Alike to every art, and ſcience, 
His daring genius bid defiance, 

And ſwallow'd wiſdow, with that haſte, 
1] hat cirs do euſtards at a feaſt. 

Within the ſhelter of a wood, 
Oae evening as he muling ſtood, 
Hard by, upon a leafy ſpray, 
A Nightingale began his lay. 
Sudden he (tarts, with anger ſtung, 
And ſcreeching interruprs the ſong. 

Pert, 
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Pert, buſy thing, thy airs give _y 
And let my contemplations ſoar. 
What is the muſic of thy voice, 

But jarring diſſonance and noiſe ? 

Be wiſe, True harmony, thoul't find, 
Not in the throat, but in the mind ; 

By empty chirping not attain'd, 

But by laborious ſtudy gain'd. 

Go, read the authors Pope explodes, 
Fathom the depth of Cibber's odes, 
With modern plays improve thy wit, 
Read all the learning, Henley writ, 
And if thou needs muſt ſing, ſing then, 
And emulate the ways of men; 

So ſhalt thou grow, like me refin'd, 
And bring improvement to thy kind. 

Thou wretch, the little Warbler cry'd, 
Made up of ignorance, and pride, 
Aſk all the Birds, and they*ll declare, 
A greater blockhead wings not air. 
Read oer thyſelf, thy talenrs ſcan, 
Science was only meant for man. 

No ſenſeleſs authors me moleſt. 

I mind the duties of my neſt; 

With careful wing, protect my young, 
And chear their ev'nings with a ſong; 
Make ſhoit the weary trav'ler's way, 
And warble in the poet's lay. 

Thus, tollowing nature, and her laws, 
From men, and birds I claim applaule ; 

While, 


| 
| 
| 
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While, nurs'd in pedantry and ſloth, 
An Oul is ſcorn'd alike by both. 


5 — 


F A B. XIV. 


The SraxzoWs, and the 8 


T was, as learn'd traditions ſay, 

| Upon an April's blithſome day, 
When pleafure, ever on the wing, 
Return'd, companion of the ſpring, {\ 
And chear'd the, birds with am'rous heat, 
Inſtructing little hearts to beat; 
A ſparrow, frolic, gay, and young, 
Of bold addreſs, and flippant tongue, 
Juſt left his lady of a night. 
Like him, to follow new delight. 

The youth, of many a conqueſt vain, 
Flew off to ſeek: the chirping train; 
The chirping train he quickly found, 
And with a faucy eaſe, bow'd round. 

For every ſhe his boſom burns, 

And this, and that he wooes by turns, 
And here a ſigh, and therea bill, 

And WN eyes, ſo form'd to kill! 
And now with ready tongue, he ttrings 
Uameaaing, ſoft, reſictleſs things; 


With 
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With vows, and dem- me's ſkilPd to woe 
As other pretty fellows do. 
Not that he thought this ſhort eſſay 
A prologue needtul to his play; 
No, truſt me, ſays our learned letter, 
He knew the virtuous ſex much beter 
But theſe he held as ſpecious arts, 
To ſhew his own ſuperior parts, 
The torm of decency to ſhield, 
And give a juſt pretence to yield. 

Thus finiſhing his courtly play, 
He mark'd the fav'rite of a day; 
With careleſs impudence drew near, 
And whiſper'd Hebrew in her car; 
A hint, which like the maſons ige, | 
The conſcious can alone divine. 

The fiuttring nymph, expert at feign- 


ing, 8 
Cry'd, Sir!— pray Sir, explain your 
mean 


Go prate to thoſe, that may endure ye 
' To me *tis rudeneſis I'll aſſure ye!— 
Then, off ſhe glided, like a ſwallow, 

As faying—you gueſs where to follow. 
To-tuch as know the patty ſet, 
is needicis to declare they met; 
The parlon's barn, as authors mention, 

Conteſs'd the fair had apprehenſion. 
Tier honour there ſecure from ſtain, 
She held all farther trifling vain, 


No 


| 
! 
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Who, in the thought, already die! 
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No more affected to be coy, 

But ruſh'd licentious on the joy. 

Hiſt, love — the male companion cry'd, 
Retire a while, I fear we're ſpy'd. 

Nor was the caution vain; he ſaw . 


A Turtle, ruſtling in the ſtraw, 


While o'er her callow brood ſhe hung, 

And fondly thus addreſs'd her young. 
Ye tender objects of my care ! 

Peace, peace, ye little helpleſs pair; 

Anon he comes, your gentle ſire, 

And brings you all your hearts require. 

For us, his infants, and his bride, 

For us, with only love to guide, 

Our lord afſumes an eagle's ſpeed, 

And like a lion, dares to blced. . 

Nor yet by wint'ry ſkies confin'd, 

He mounts upon the rudeſt wind, 

From danger tears the vital ip-il, 

And with affection ſweetens toil, 

Ah ccaſe, too vent'rous! ceaſe to dare, 

In thine, our dearer ſafety ipare | 

From him, ye crucl talcons, itray, 

And turn, ye fowlers, far away ! 
Should I ſurvive to ſ-c the day, 

That tears me from myſelf away, 

That cancels all that heav'n could give, 

The life, by which alone J hve, 

Alas, how more than loſt were ], 


Ye 


W. 
7 * 
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Ye pow'rs, whom men, — birds 0+ 
bey, 110 f 
Great rulers of your creatures, ſay, 
Why mourning comes, by bliſs convey'd, 
And even the ſweets of love allay d? 
Where grows enjoyment, tall and — 
Around] it twines entangli 
While fear for what our — 
Enervates ev'ry pow 'r to wry 
Yer friendſhip forms the bliſs — | 
And; life ! — thou, without love ? 
Our hero, who had heard apart, 
Felt ſomething moving in his heart, 
But quickly, with diſdain, ſuppreſs d 
The virtue, riſing in bis breaſt ; 
And ſirii he feign'd to laugh aloud, 
And next, approaching, ſmil'd and bow'd. 
Madam, you muſt not think me rude; 
Good manners never can intrude 
I vow bcome chro pure good nature 
(Upon my foul a charming creature) 
A the comforts of a wife? 
This careful, cloiſter d, moaping life? 
No doubt, that odious thing call'd duty, 
la a ſweet province for a beauty. 
Thou pret 3 thy will 
Is meaſur'd to thy want of ſillß 
That good old faſhion'd dame thy mo- 
ther, | 
Has tavght thy infant years no other: — 
L The 
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The greateſt ill in the creation, 
Is ſure the want of education. 
But chink ye -cell me | withoup —_ 
ing. 
Have all 1 chere no o farther mean- 
ing 
Dame nature, if you dont t er Ng 
Might teach your Ladyſhip much better. 
For ſhame, reject this mean employ ment; 19 
Enter the world, and-taſte:enjoyment; / 
Where time by circling bliſs we meaſure; 
Beauty was form'd alone for pleaſure 
Come, prove the bleſſiog, follow me, 
Be wiſe, be happy, and be frre. 
Kind Sir, repiy'd our. matron. chaſte, ' 
Your, zeal ſecms pretty much in haſte 'Y 
1] own, the fondneſs to be bleſs'd. nt ef. 
Is a deep thirſt in every breaſt ; 
Of bleſſings too I have my tore, 1 
Vet — nor, ſhould heav'n give more; 
Then prove the change to be expedient, 
And think me, Sir, your moſt obedient. 
Here turning, as to one infetior, 
Our gallant ſpoke, and fmiFd ſuperior. 
Methinks,:0 to quit your boaſted ſtation 
Requires a world of -hefitation ; | 
how» brats and bonds, are held a bleſ: 
ing, 2 001 bio hong: 
The cal, 1 doubt, is Faſt redrefling. 
| ata? Tc. "go ay; 


— 
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Why, child, ſuppoſe the joys I mention, 


Were the mere truits of my ihvention, 
You've cauſe ſufficient for your ring 
In flying from the curle of marriage; 
That fly decoy, with vary'd ſnares, 
That takes your widgeons in by pairs; 
Alike to huſband, and to wife. 
The cure of love and bane, of life; 

The only methdd of forecaſting, 

To make misfortune firm and laſting , 
The fin by heaven s peculiar ſentence, 
Unpardon'd thro! a life's repentance, 

It is the double ſnake that weds 
A common tail to diff cent heads, 
That lead the carcaſe ſtill aſtray, 
By dragging each a difi'rent way. 

Of all the ills that may attend me, 
From marriage, mighty gads, defend me! 
Give me frank nature's wild demeſne, 
And boundleſs tract of air ſerene, 

W here fancy ever wing'd for changes 
Delights to ſport, delights to range; 
There, Liberty! to thee is owing - 
Wuhate'cr of bliſs is worth beſtowing 4 | 
Delights ſtill vary'd, and divine, 
Sweet goddeſs of the hills, are thine. 


What ſay you now, you pretty pink 
you ? 


Have I, for once, ſpoke reafonghink 1 
[L. 2 Lon 


| 
ö 
[| 
| 
| 
| 
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You take me now for no romancer— 
Come, never ſtudy fur an anſwer ; 
Away caſt every care behind ye, 
And y where joy alone ſhall find ye. 
Soft yer, return'd our female fencer, 
A queſtien more, or fo——and then, Sir. 
You've rally'd me with ſenſe exceeding, 
With much fine wit, and better breeding; 
But pray, Sir, how do you contrive it? 
Do thoſe of your world never wive it? 
„ No, no,” How then? Why, dare] tell, 
« What 8064 the bus'nefs full as well.“ 
Do you ne'er love? An hour at leiſure.“ 
Have you no friendſhips ? p08 Yes, for 
piles 
No care for httle ones? we em, 
« Thefeſt the motbers wind, and et 'em. 
Thou vreteh, rejoin'd the kindling 
Dove, 
Quite boft to ne, as loft to love! 
When&er misfortune comes, how juſt! 
And come misfortyne ſyrely mu uſt: 
In the dreat ſeaſon of difmay, 
In that, your hour of trial, fay, © 
Who then ſhall prop your ſinking heart? 
Who bear affliction's weightier part? 
Say, When the black: 'brow'd welkin bends, 
And winter's gloomy form impends, 
To mourning turns all tranſient chrar, 
And blaſts the melanchofy ak 


For 
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For times, at no perſuaſion, ſtay, 
Nor vice can find perpetual May; 
Then where's that tongue, by folly fed, 
That ſoul of pertneſs, whither fied 7 
All ſhrunk within thy lonely neſt, 
Forlorn abandon'd and unbleſs'd + +, 
No friends by cordial: bonds ally'd, 
Shall ſcek thy cold, unſocial ſide; 
No chirping prattlers to delight, 
Spall turn the long enduring night; 
No bride her words of balm impart, - 
And warm thee at her conſtant heart. 
Freedom, reſtrain'd. by reaſon's force, 
Is as the ſun's unvarying courſe, 
Benignly active ſweetly bright, 
Affording warmth, affording light; 
But torn from virtue's ſacred rules, 
Becomes a comet, gaz'd by fools. 
Foreboding cares, and ſtorms, and ſtrife, 
And fraught with all the plagues of life. 
Thou Bol! by union every Creature: 
Subſiſis through univerſal nature; 
And this, to beiags of void mind, 
Is wedlock of a meaner kind. 
While wonb' d in ſpace, primeval clay 
A yet unfaſhion'd embryo lay, 
The fource of endleſs good above 
Shot down his ſpark of kiadling lovez ö 
Touch'd by the all- enlivening ſſame, 
Then Motion firſt exulting came; 
ö L 3 Fach 
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Each atom ſought its ſeparate claſs, 
Fhrough many a fair, enamour'd maſs ; 
Love caſt the central charm around, 
And with eternal nuptials bound. 

Then form, and order o'er the ſky, 
Firſt traind their bridal pomp on high; 
The ſun diſplay d his orb to ſight, 

And burnt with hymeneal hghr. 

Hence nature's virgin womb conceiv'd, 
And with the genial burden heav'd; 
Forth came the oak, her firſt, born heir, 
And feal'd the breathing ſteep of air; 
Then infant ſtems of various uſe, 
Imbib'd her ſoft maternal juice; 

The flow'rs, in early bloom diſclos'd, 
Upon her fragrant breaſt reposg*d ; 
Within her warm embraces grew 

A race of endleſs form and hue; 
Then pour'd her leſſer offspring round, 
And fondly cloath'd their parent ground, 
Not here alone the virtue reign'd 
By.matter*s cumb'ring form detain'd ; 
But thence ſubliming and refin'd, 
Aſpir'd and reach'd its kindred mind. 
Caught in the fond, celeſtial fire, 

The mind perceiv'd unknown defire, 
And now with kind effuſion flow'd, 
And now with cordial ardours glow'd, 
Beheld the ſympathetic fair, 


And loy'd its own reſemblance * 
NIE | * 
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On all with circling radiance ſhone, - 
But cent'ring, fix'd on one alone; 
There claſp'd the heav'n appointed wife, 
And doubled every joy of life. 

Here ever bleſſing, ever bleſs'd, 
Reſides this beauty of the breaſt, | 
As from his palace here the god 
Stiil beams effulgent bliſs abroad; 
Here gems his own eternal round, 
The ring, by which the world is bound; 
Here b:ds his fear of empire grow, 

And builds his little heav'a below. 
The bridal partners thus ally'd, 
And thus in ſweet accordance ty'd, 
One body, heart and ſpirit live, 
Enrich'd by every joy they give 
Like echo from her vocal hold, 
Return'd in muſic: ewenty-fold. 

Their union firm, and undecay'd, 
Nor time can ſhake, nor pow'r invade, 
But as the ſtem and ſcion * 
Ingrafted by a ſkilful hand, 

They check the tempeſt's wintry rage, 
And bloom and ſtrengthen into age. 
A thouſand amities unknowyn, 

And powꝰrs, perceiv'd by dove alone, 
Endearing looks, and chaſte deſire, 
Fan, and ſupport the mutual fire; 

W hoſe flame, perpetual, as refin'd,. 

Is fed by an immortal mind, 
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ang 


Nor yet the nuptial ſanction ends, 

Like Nile it opens, and deſcends, 

Which, by apparent windings led, 

We trace to its celeſtial head. | 

The fire, firſt ſpringing from above, 

Becomes the ſource of life and love, 

And gives his filial heir to flow, 

In fondneſs down on ſons below : 

Thus roll'd in one continu'd tide, 

To time's extremeſt verge they glide, 

While kindred ſtreams, on either hand, 

Branch forth in bleſſings o'er the land. 
Thee, wretch! no liſping babe ſhall 

name, | 

No late-returning brother claim, 

No kinſman on thy road rejoice, 

No ſiſter greet thy ent'ring voice, 

With partial eyes no parents ſec, 

And bleſs their years reſtor'd in thee. 

In age rejected, or declin'd, - | 

An alien, ev'n among thy kind, 

The partner of thy ſcorn'd embrace, 

Shall play the wanton in thy face, 

Each ſpark unplume thy little pride, 

All friendſhip fly thy faithleſs fide, 

Thy name, ſhall like thy carcaſe rot, 

In fickneſs fpurn'd, in death forgot. 
All-giving pow'r! great ſource of life! 

O hear the parent! hear the wife! 

eben lien e e 
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That life thou lendeſt from above, 
Though little, make it large in love 5 
O bid my feeling heart expand 
To ev'ery claim, on ev'ry hand; 
To thoſe, from whom my days 1 drew, 
To theſe, in whom thoſe days renew, 
To all my kin, however wide, 
In cordial warmth, as blood allyd, 
To friends, with ſteely fetters twin'd, 
And to the cruel, not unkind! 

But chief, the lord of my deſire, 

My life, myſelf, my ſoul, my fire, 
Friends, children, all that wiſh can claim, 
Chaſte paſſion claſp, and rapture name; 
O ſpare him, ſpare him, gracious pow'r ! 
O give him to my lateſt hour! 
Let me my length of life employ, 
To give my ſole enjoyment joy. 
His love, let mutual love excite, 
Turn all my cares to his delight, 
And every needleſs bleſſing ſpare, © 
Wherein my darling wants a ſhare. 
When he with graceful action wooes, 
And ſweetly bills, and fondly cooes, © 
Ah! deck me, to his eyes alone, | 
With charms attract ive as Ais own, 
And in my circling wings cateſs d, 
Give all the lover to my breaft. 
Ten iq our chaſte, — ded, 
My Solbe pillow'd for his head, 


L 5 His 


His eyes with bliſsſvl lumber cloſe, 

And watch, with me, my lord's repoſe, 

Your peace around his temples twine, 

And love him, with a love like mine. 
And, for I know his gen'rous flame, 

Beyond-whate'er my ſex can claim, 

Me too to your protection take, 

And fpare me for my — ſake. 

Let one unruffſed, calm deligh 

The loving, and belov'd — : 

One pure deſire our boſoms warm, 

One will direct, one wiſh inform; 

Through life, one mutual aid ſuſtain, 

In death, one peaceful grave contain. 
While, ſwelling wih the darling 

theme, 

Fer accents: pour d an endleſs ſtream, | 

The well-known wings a ſound impart, 

T os her car, and touch'd = 

cart; 

Quick dropt the muſic of * n a 

And forth, with Eager Joy, ſhe ſprung. 

As ſwift her ent'ring conſort flew, 

And plum d, and kindled at the view; 

Their wings their ſouls embracing meet; 

r hearts with anſuering meaſure 

Half loſt i io FE ſweets, and bled 

* e felt, bun ne Fr expreſs'd. 


Strait 
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Strait to her humble roof ſhe led 
The partner of her ſpotleſs bed; 
Her young, a flutt'ring pair, ariſe, 
Their welcome ſparkling in their eyes 
Tranſported, to their fire they bound, 
And hang with ſpeechleſs action round. 
In pleaſure wrapt, the parents ſtand, 
And ſee their liitle wings expand; 
The fire, his life-ſuſtaining prize 
To each expecting bill applies, 
There fondly pours the wheaten ſpoil, 
With tranſport giv'n, tho' won with toll ; 
While, all collected at the fight, 

And ſilent through ſupreme delight, 
The fair high heav'n of bliſs beguiles, 
And on her lord, and infants ſmiles. 

The ſparrow, whoſe attention hung 
Upon the Dove's enchanting tongue, 
Of all his little lights diſarm'd, _ 
And from himſelf, by virtue, charm'd. 
When now he ſaw, what only ſeem'd, 
A fact, ſo late a fable:deem'd, 

His ſoul to envy he reſign'd, 

His hours of tolly to the wind, 

In ſecret. wiſh'd a turtle too, 

And, ſighing to himſelf, withdrew. 


* 
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7 be F EMALE Suvvenns. 


18 aid of widow, maid and wiſe 
That honour is a woman's life; 
Unhappy ſex | who only claim 
A being, in the breath of fame, 
Which tainted, not the quick*ning gales, 
That ſweep Sabwa's ſpicy vales, 
Nor all the healing ſweets reſtore, 
That breathe along Arabia's ſhore. 
The trav'ler, if he chance to ſtray, 
May turn uncenſur'd to his way; 
Polluted ftreams again are pure, 
And deepe K en ec a cure; 
But — no redemprion knows, 
The wounds of honour never cloſe. 
Tho” diſtant ev'ery hand to guide, 
Nor ſkill'd on life's rempeſtuous tide, 
If once her feeble bark recede, 
Or diviate from the courſe decreed,” 
In vain ſhe fecks the friendleſs ſhore, - 
Her ſwifter folly flies before; 
The circling ports againſt her cloſe, 
And ſhut the wand'rer from repoſe ; 


Tin, 
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Till, by conflicting waves oppreſs'd, 

Her found'ring pinnance ſinks to reſt. 
Are there no off rings to atone 

For but a fingle error? None. 

Tho? woman is avow'd, of old, 

No daughter of celeſtial mold, 

Her temp'ring not without allay, 

And form'd but of the finer clay, 

We challenge from the mortal Ay 

The ſtrength angelic nature's claim; 

Nay more; for ſacred ſtories tel}, 

That ev'n immortal angels fell. 
Whatever fills the teeming ſphere 

Of humid earth, and ambient air, 

With varying elements endu'd, 

Was form'd to fall, and riſe renew'd. 
The ſtars no fix'd duration know, 

Wide oceans ebb again to flow, 

The moon repletes her waining face, 

All beautcous, from her — 

And ſuns, that mourn approaching night, 

Retulgent riſe with new · born light. | 
In vain may death, and time ſubdue, 

While nature mints. her race anew, 

And holds ſome vital ſpark apart, 

Like virtue, hid in ev'ry heart {1 7 

Tis hence reviving warmth is * 

To clothe a naked world in 


No longer barr'd by winter's — ET 
Again 


Again the gates of life unfold; 


; «Pity m 


By all, who tread poetic grund. | 
A Riedm 
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Again each inſect tries his wing, 
And lifts freſh pinions on the ſpring; 
Again from every latent root 

The bladed ſtem, and tendril ſhoot, 
Exhaling incenſe to the ſkies, 
Again to periſh, and to riſe. 

And muſt weak woman then diſown 
The change, to which a world is prone? 
In one meridian brightneſs ſhine, 

And neꝰer like e' ning ſuns decline? 
Reſolv'd and firm alone? — ls this 
What we demand of woman? — Tes. 

But ſhould the ſpark of veſtal fire, 
In ſome unguarded hour expire, 

Or ſhould the nightly thief invade, 
Heſperia's chaſte, and facred ſhade, 


Of all the blooming ſpoils poſſeſs'd, 


The dragon — charm'd to reſt, 
Shall vircue's flame no more return? 
No more with virgin ſplendor burn? 
No more the ravag'd garden blow © Nö 
With ſpring's ſucceeding bloſſom No. 
may mourn, but not reſtore, | 
And rue falls, to riſe ene. 


FT BIN this ebenen ſphere, 
Wii een Bere mater 
ane 0 


The — me — ceadily be und 


— 


FABLES. 255 


A ſtream, call'd Life, acroſs it glides, 
And equally the land divides; 
And here, of vice the province lies, 
And there, the hills of virtue riſe. 
Upon a mountain's airy ſtand, - 
Whoſe ſummit look'd to either land, 
An ancicnt pair their dwellin choſe 
As well for proſpect, as 
For mutual faith they long — fam'd, 
And Temp' rance, and Religion nam'd. 
A num'rous progeny divme, 
Confeſs'd the honours of their line; 
But in a little daughter fair, 
Was center'd more than halt their care; 
For heav'n, to ꝑratulate her birth, 
Gave ſigns of future joy to earth; 
White was the robe this infant wore, 
And Chaſtny the name ſhe bore, 
As now the maid in ſtature grew, 
(A flow'r juſt opening to the view) 
Oft thro” het native lawns ſhe — 
And wreſtling with the lambk ins play d; 
Her Jools diftufive ſweets bequeath'd, 
The bret ac grew purcr as ſhe breath'd, 
The morn her rauiant bluſh aſſum'd, 
The ſpring with earlier fragrance bloom'V. 
And nature yearly took delight. 
Like her ro-drefs- the world in white. 
But when ther rifing form was feen 
To reach the criſis ot fiftcen, A 1 
ier parents up the mountain's head, 
With anxious ſtep their darling led; 


By 
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By turns they ſnatch'd her to their breaſt, 
And thus the fears of age expreſs'd. - 
O! joyful cauſe of many a — | 
O daughter too divinely fair! 
Yon world, on this important day, 
Demands thee to a dang'rous way; 
A painful journey all muſt go, 
Whoſe doubted period none can know, 
Whoſe due direction who can find, 
| Where reaſog's mute, and ſenſe is blind? 
Ah, what unequal leaders theſe, 
Thro' ſuch a wide, perplexin maze | 
Then mark the warnings of the wiſe, 
And learn what love and years adviſe. 
Fat to the right thy proſpect bend, 
Where yonder tow'ring bills aſcend : 
Lo, there the arduous paths in view, 
Which virtue, and her ſons e; 
With toil o'er leſę ning earth they riſe, 
And gain, and gain upon the ſkies. 
Names the way her children tread, 
No walk, for pleaſure ſmoothly fpread, 
But rough, — difficult, and fteep, 
Painful to climb, and hard to keep. 
Fruits immature thoſe lands diſpenſe, 
A food indelicate to ſenſe 
Of taſte unpleaſant ; yer from thoſe 
Pure health, with —_—_—_— vigour flows, 


And ſtrength, unfeeling of decay, 
n the 1008. — 


1 


Hence 
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| Hence, as they ſcale that | heav'nly 


road, 
Each limb is li ightened of its load, 
From earth — ſtill they go. 
And leave the mortal weight below; 
Then ſpreads the Noone; the doubeful 

clears, - 
And ſmooth the nen path appears ; 
For cuſtom turns fatigue to eaſe, 
And, taught by virtue, pain can pleaſe. 
At re , the toilſome journey oer, 
And near the bright, celeſtial ſhore, \. 
A gulph, black, fearful, and profound, 
Appears, of either world the bound, 
Thro? darkneſs, leading up to light ; 
Scnſe backward ſhrinks, and thuos che 

„ 

For — the tranſitory craiv, hr $6; 
Of crime, and form, and care, ney pain, 
And matter's groſs, incumb'ring maſs, 
Man's late affociates, cannot pas, 
But ſinking, quit th*-immortabcharge, 
And leave the wond'ring ſoul at my 
Lightly ſhe wings her obvious wars * 
And mingles with eternal day. 


Thither, O thither wing they ſpeed, 


Tho? pleaſure charm, or pain impede ; 

To fſuchth all- bounteous power bas giv” n, 
For preſent earth, a future bare N 
For trivial loſs, unmeaſur'd gain, 


_ endleſs bliſs, fox tranſterir pain. 
Then 


1 
FP 


| 
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Then fear, ah] fear to turn thy ſight⸗ 
Where yonder flow'ry fields invite; 
Wide on the left the path-way bends, 
And with pernicious caſe deſcends ods 
There ſweet to ſenſe, and fair to ſho, | 
New-planted dens ſeem to blow. 
Trees, that delicious poiſon bear, | 
For death is vegetable there. 

Henee is the frame of health unbrace d, 
Each ſinew ſlack' ning at the taſte, | 
The ſoul to paſſion yields her throne, 
And ſees with örgans not her own; 
White, like the flu mb'rer in the night, 
Plras'd with the ſhadowy dream of light, 
Before her alienated eyes, 

The ſcenes of fairy-land' ariſe; 

The puppet world's amuſing gh | 

Dipt in the gayly«cotour'd bow,” 

| — and "wreaths, 8252 gltyciog 
hege 0507 2 

The toys of infants, and of kings,” "ET 

That tempt; along the baneful plain, 

Ebe idly viſe, and lightly vain, 5 
Till verging on the gulphy ſhore, 
Sudden they fink, and riſe no more. 

But liſt to hat thy fates Yeclarez _ 
The: thou art woman, frail/as'fair, 
If once thy ſhding foot ſhould: ſtray. 
Once quit yon heav'n appointed way, 
For thee, Joſt maid, for thee alone, 
Nor * rs ſhall plead, nor tears atone; 

Reproach 


1 
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Reproach, ſcorn, infamy, and hate, 
On thy returning ſteps ſhall wait, 
Thy form be loath'd by every eye, 
And every foot thy preſence fly. 
Thus arm'd wich words of potent 

found,” 

Like guardian' Angels place-d around, 
A charm, by trutb divinely caſt, 
Forward, our young advent'rer paſs'd 
Forth from her ſacred eye-lids ſent, 
Like morn, fore running radtence went, 
While honour, hand. maid late afßgn'd. 
Upheld her lucid train behind. 
Awe-ſtruck, the much admiring crowd, 
Before the virgin viſion bow'd, 
Gaz'd with'an ever new delight, 
And caught freſh virtue at the fight ; 


For not of earth's unequal frame, 


* deem e Heavy” n. compounded 
Dame; 
If matter, fare the moſt refin'd, 
High wrought, and temper'd into mind, 
Some darling daughter of the day, 
And body'd by her native ray. 
Wbere &er (he paſſes, thouſands beo, 
And thoufands where ſhe moves attend 3 
Her ways obſervant eyes confeſs, 
Her ſteps purſuing praiſes b | 
While to the elevated Maid 
Oblations, as to heav'n are paid. 
Twas· on an ever blitheſome day, 
The jovial birth of rofy May, 


When 


— 
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When genial warmth, no more ſup- 
preſs'd, 


New melts the froſt in ev'ry breaſt, 
The cheek, with ſceret fluſhing dies; 


And looks kind things from chaſteſt eyes; 


The ſun with-healthier viſage glows, 
Aſide his clouded kerchief throws, 

And dances up th? etherial plain. 

Where. late he us'd to climb with pain, 


While nature, as from bonds ſet free, 


Springs out and gives a looſe to glee, 
And no for momentary reſt, . 
The nymph. her travell'd ſtep repreſs'd, 


Juſt turn'd ta view the ſtage attain'd, 


And glory'd in the height the gain'd. 
Our-itretch'd before her wide ſurvey, 
The realms of ſweet perdition lay, 

And pity touch'd her ſoul with woe, 
To ſee a world fo loſt below; 
When ſtraightthe breeze began to breath 
Airs gently watied from beneath, 

That bore commiſſion*d witchcraft thence 
And reach'd her ſympathy. of ſenſe ; 


No ſounds. of diſcord, that diſcloſe 


A people funk and left in woes, 
But as of preſent good poſſeſt, 
The very triumph of the bleſs'd. 
The maid in rapt attention hung. 
While thus approaching Sirens he : 
Hither,, faireſt, bicher haſte, | | 
Br © beauty, come and taſte 


What 


. 


FABLES. 261 


What the pow'rs of bliſs unfold, 
Joys, too mighty to be told; 
Taſte what extaſies they give, 
Dying raptures tafte and live. 

In thy lap, difdaining me. ſure, 
Nature empries all her treaſure, * 
Soft deſires that ſweetly languilh, ... 
Fierce dehights that if. to <a "oY 
Faireſt, doft thon yet delay ? 
Brighteft beauty, come away. 

L.iſt not, when the froward chide, 
Sons of pedantry and pride, 

Snarlers I» whole feeble ſenſe 
ApriPs fanſhine is offence; 

Age and envy will adviſe 

Ev*n againſt the joy they prize. 

Come, in pleafure's balny bowl, 
Slake the thirſtings of thy ſoul, 

Till thy ragrur'd | pow'rs are fainting 


Wich epjoyment; paſt the, 1 % 


Faireſt, doſt thou yet delay ; 
Brighteſt beauty, come away. . 


 Sofong the'Sirens, as of 420 N 


Upon the falſe Auſonian ſhore ; "43 
Ag O! for that preventing chain, 
That bound Ulyſſes on the f main, 


That ſo our fair one might withitand — 


he cavett ruin now at hand. 


The ſong her charm'd attention dre 


* 
q 7 


, 


Wben now the tempters ſtood in vie- 


Curioſity, with prying eyes, 
And hands of buſy bold empriſe; 


Like 


* 
—— —— —-»-—-— ——ũ⁰ or 
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Like Hermes feather'd were her feet, 
And, like fore: runniog fancy, fleet. 
By ſearch untaught, by toil untir'd, 
To novelty ſhe ſtill aſpir'd, 
Taſteleſs of every good poſſcſs'd, 
And but in expectation bleſs'd. 

With her, aſſociate, Pleaſure came, 
Gay Pleaſure, frolic- loving dame, 
Her mein all ſwimming in delight, 
Her beauties half reveaPd to fight; 
Looſe, flow'd her garments from the 

ground, 

And caught the kiſſing wings around, 
As erſt Meduſa's looks were known 
To turn beholders into ſtone, 
A dire reverſion here they felt, 
And in the eye of Pleaſure melt. 
Her glance with ſweet perſuaſion tharm'd; 


— d the ſtrong, 18 ſtee ld diſarm'dʒ 


No ſafety ev'n the flying find, 


Who ventrous, TJook'd but once bebind, 


Thus was the much- -admiring maid, - 
While diſtant, more than half betray d. 
With ſmiles and adulation bland, of 
They join'd her ſide, and ſeiz'd her hand; 
Their touch envenom'd ſweets inſtill d, 


Her frame with new pulfations thrill'd ; 


While half conſenting, half denying, 
Reluctant now, and now complying, 
Amidſt a war 0: hopes, and fears, 


Of trembling wiſhes, ſmiling tears, 
Still 


ul down; and down, the winning Pair 


Cempell'd the ſtruggling, yielding Fair. 
As when. ſome, ſtatcly. yeſſel bound 
To bleſt;Arabia's diſtant ground, 
Borne from her courſes, haply lights 
Where Barca's.flowry clime invites, 
Conceal'd, around whoſe treach' rous r 
Lurk the dire rock and dan 
The pilot warns i ene 2 
To ſhun the much ſuſpected | dap 441 
In vain; the tide too ſubtly ſtrong, | 
Still bears the wreſtling bark along, 
Till found'ring, ſhe refigns to fate, 
And ſinkso crwhbelm'd withall herfreight 

So, baffling ev ry bar to ſin, Naa 
And — sow pilot plac d within, 
Along the devious long deſcent, 
With pow'rs increaſing as they went, 
The dames accuſtom'd to ſubdue, ö 
As with a rapid current drew. 
And oer the fatal hounds conveyd 
The Joſt, the lon reluctant, maid. 
Here ſtop, ye fair ones, and * 
Nor ſend your fond affections there; 
Yet, yet your darling, now deplor' d, 
May turn, to you, and heav'n, reſtor'd ; 
Till chen, with weeping, honour wait, 
The ſeryant of ber better fate, 

With honour, left upon the ſnore, 


Her friend, and handmaid, now no more; 


Nor, with the guilty world, upbraid 
I be furtunes cf a wretch betray'd y 


But 


—— 
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But o'er —— caſt a veil, / | 
Remembring, you-yburſelves. are e Fail. a 
And, n From! all enqufring light,” - 
Faſt fled the*earſtions 1 
The Damſel, frocm a ſhort*repoſe, 
Confoùnded ner rg plight; arſe. 
As when, with 
_ 4. ach bt 1 21.914 . ee 
Some * dcs to H > | 
Where fe ar the ghitt'rir $9 L 
And ſteal his hoard e. 15 Py. 
He, borne — eolden Indus Pele 
Of pearl and quarry'd di mond eam. 
Like Midas tütms the glebe to ore, 
And ſtands Alf whpt am bi fot, i 
But wakens, naked and deſpoltd 
Of that for which Hs years 5d toſꝰd. 
So fard the Nymph, her treaſure Boon, 
And turntd, nike Niobe, toftone, 
Within, without, obſcure, and void, © 
' She felt an ravsg'd, all deſtroy d. 
And O theu ef d nBidious coaſt! 
At theſe the bleſſings thou eanft bod ? 
Theſe; virtve F theſe the joys they find, 
W ho leave thy Heav'n-topr hills behind? 
Shade mes ye pines, ye caverns, hide, 
Ve mountains, cover nit f the cried. 
Her trumpft Slander rgiv'd on TY 
And told the tydings to the fky} | 
Conte mpt diſcharg'd a living dart, 
* 3 4 + k 
| Reproach 


— 
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Reproach breath'd poiſons o'er her face, 
And foiPd and blaſted ev'ry grace: 
Officious Shame, her handmaid new, 
Still turn'd the mirror to her view, 
While thoſe in crimes the deepeſt dy'd 
Approach'd to whiten at her fide, 
And ev'ry lewd, inſulting dame 
Upon her folly roſe to Rat thats 
What ſhould the do? Attempt once 
To gain the late deſerted ſhore? © 
So truſting, back the Mourner flew, ' 
As faſt the train of fiends purſue. © 
Again the farther ſhore's attain'd, 
Again the land of virtue gain d; 
But echo gathers in the wind, 

And ſhows her inſtant foes behind. 
Amaz'd, with headlong ſpted the tends, 
Where late ſhe left an hoſt of friends; 
Alas! thoſe ſhrinking friends decline, 
Nor longer on that form divine, 
With fear they mark the following cry, 
And from tlie lonely Trembler fly,” © * 
Or back ward dive her on the coaſt, _ 
Where peace was wreck'd, and honour 

nn . 
From earth, thus hoping aid in vain, 
To heav*n; nor daring to complain, 
No truce by hoſtile clamour giv*n, : - © 
And from the face of friendſhip driv'n, 
| M | 


The 


— ...-. — \— __ —————_— l \ 
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Appal'd the guilty world around, 
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The Ny:rph ſunk proſtrate on the 


nee | 
With all her weight of woes around. 
Enthron'd within a circling ſky, 
Upon a mount, o'er mountaihs high, 
All radiant fat, as in a ſhrine, 


Virtue, firſt efluence divine; 


Far, far abave the ſcenes of woe, 


That ſhut this cloud-wrapt world below; 


Superior goddeſs, eſſence bright, 


Beauty of uncreated light, 
| Whom ſhould mortality ſurvey, 


As doom'd upon a certain day, 
The breath of frailcy muſt expire, 


The world diſſolve in living fire, 


The gems of heav'n, and ſolar flame 


Be quench'd by her eternal beam, 


And nature, quick' ning in her eye, 

To riſe a new- born phœnix, die. 
Hence, unreveal'd to mortal view, 

A veil around her form ſhe threw, 

Which three ſad ſiſters of the ſhade 

Pain, Care, and Melancholy made. 
Thro' this her all-enquiring eye, 

Attentive from her ſtation high, 

Beheld, abandon'd to deſpair, 

The ruins of her fav'rite fair; 

And with a voice, whoſe awful ſound 


J 
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Bid the tumultuous winds be ſtill, . - 
To numbers bow'd each lifFning hill, 
UncurPd the ſurging of the main, 
And ſmooth'd the thorny bed of pain, 
The golden harp-of heav'n ſhe ſtrung, 
And thus the tuneful goddeſs ſung. 
Lovely Penitent, ariſe, 
Come, and claim thy kindred ſkies, 
Come, thy ſiſter angels ſay, : 
Thou haſt wept thy ſtains away. 

' Let experience now decide 
Twixt the good, and evil cry'd, 
In the ſmooth, enchanted ground, 
Say, unfold the treaſures found, 

Structures, rais'd by morning dreams, 
Sands, that trip the flitting ſtreams, 
Down, that anchors on the air, 
Clouds, that paint their changes there. 
Seas, that ſmoothly dimpling lie, 

While the ſtorm impends on high, 
Showing, in an obvious glaſs, 

Joys that in poſſeſſion pals ; 
Tranſient, fickle, light, and gay, 
Flatr'ring, only to betray; | 

What, alas, can life contain ! 
Life! like all it's circles—yain. 

Will the ſtork, intending reſt, 
On the billow build her neſt? _ © 
Will the bee demand his ſtore 23 
From the bleak, and bladeleſs ſhore ? 

M 2 Man 


268 FABLES. 
Min alone, intent to ſtray, | 
Ever turns from wiſdom's way, 
Lays up wealth in foreign land, 
Sows the ſea, and plows the fand. 
Soon this elemental maſs, 
| | Soon th* incumb'ring world ſhall paſs, 
|  _ Form be wrapt in waſting tire, 
| 


Time be ſpent, and life expire. 


o 


Then, ye boaſted works bf men, 
Where is your aſylum then? 
Sons of pleafure, ſons of care, 
Tell me, mortals, tell me where? 
Gone, like traces on the deep, 
Like a ſcepter, graſp'd in ſleep, 
_ Dews, exhal'd from morning glades, 
Melting ſnows, and gliding ſhades. 
Paſs the world, and what's behind? 
Virtue's gold, by fire refin'd; 
From an univerſe deprav'd, 
From the-wreck of nature ſav'd. 
| Like the life-fupporting grain, 
| Fruit of parience, and of pain, 
| On the ſwain's autumnal day 
Winnow'd from the chaff away. 
Little trembler, fear no more, 
Thou haſt plenteous crops in ſtore, 
Seed, by genial ſorrows ſown, 
More than all thy ſcorners own. 
What tho? hoſtile earth deſpiſe, 
Heav'n beholds with gentler eyes; | 
| | ee HE et aa _ Heav'n 
| 


Heav'n thy friendleſs fron ſhall guide, 
- Chear thy hours, and guard thy ſide. 
When the fatal trump ſhall ſound, 
When th' immortals pour around, 
Heav'n ſhall thy return atteſt, 
Hail'd by myriad#'f the blefs'd. 
Little native of the ſkies, _ 
Lovely penitent, arife; _ . 
alm thy boſom, clear thy . 
Virtue is thy ſiſter now. © 
More delightful are my woes, | 3 
Than the.1 rapture, ple A Endes; „ . 
Richer far the weeds: 1 bring, © 1522 
Than the robes, Hy grace a i King. "7%; hi 
Oa my Wars, of ſhorteſt date.” a Min 
Crowns of endlels triumph wait; | 
On my cares a period bleſs” 95 Nen 
On my tolls, eternal reſt. 
Come, with virtue at th de!” | 
Come, bee ev'ry bar e + ru 
Till we gain our native ſhore, 
Siſter, come, and turn no more. 
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Lovs and Vanity. 
HE breezy morning breath'd per- 


; fume, 
The wak'ning flow'rs unveif d their 
bloom, 

Up with the 1 *Y from 8 
Gay health, and luſty labour roſe, 
The milk-maid carobd at her pail, 
And ſhepherds whiſtled o'er the dale; 
When Love, who led a rural life, 
Remote from huſtle, ſtate, and ſtrife, 
Forth from his thatch d roof d cottage 
ſtray'd, | 

And ſtroll'd along the dewy glade. | 

A nymph, who lightly trip'd it by, 

To quick, attention. turn'd his e 
He mark'd the geſture of the air, 
Her ſelf-ſufficient grace and air, 
Her ſteps, that mincing meant to pleaſe, 
Her ſtudy'd negligence, and eaſe; 
And curious to enquire what meant 
This thing of prettineſs, and paint, 
Approaching ſpoke, and ho tas obſery- 


_ - wh 


The lady, lightly, Sir, your ſervant. 
Such. 


FABLES. 271 


Such beauty in ſo rude a place! 
Fair one, you do the country grace: 
At court, no doubt, the publick care, 
But Love has ſmall accquaintance there , 
Yes, Sir, reply'd the flutt'ring Dame, 
I his form confeſſes. whence it came; 
But dear variety, you know, 

Can make us pride, and pomp forego. 
My name is Vanity. I ſway 

The utmoſt iſlands of the ſea ; 

Withia my court all honour centers ;. 
I raiſe the meaneſt ſoul that enters, 
Endow with latent gifts, and graces, 
And model fools, for poſts and places. 

As Vanity appoints- at pleaſure, 

The world receives it's weight, and mea- 
ſure; 
Hence all the grand concerns of. life; 
Joys, cares, plagues, paſſions, peace and 
ife. 

Reflect how far my pow'r prevails, 
When [| ſtep in, where nature fails, 
And ev'ry breach of ſenſe repairing, - 
Am bounteous fall, where heav'n is I. 

rin | 

But at in all hols arts, iba airs! 77 
Their playing, painting, pouts, and 

pray'rs | 
Their various habits, ad complatioes, K 
Fits, frolicks, foibles, and perfections, 
c M + Their 
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Their robing, curling, and adorving, 

From noon to night, ow night to 
morning. 

From fix to ſixty, ſick or ſound, 

] rule, the female world around. 

Hold there a moment, Cupid cry'd, 
Nor boaſt dominion quite ſo wide. 
Was there no province to invade, 

But that by Love, and meekneſs way a 
All other empire I reſign, 
But be the ſphere. of beauty mine. fe 
For in the downy. lawn of reſt, | 
That opens on a woman's: breaft, 
. Attended by my peaceful train, 

I chuſe to live, and chuſe to reign. 
_ - Far-Ggbted faith-L bring along, 
And truth, above an army oa 
And, chaſtity, of icy. mold, 
Within the burning tropics cold, 
And lowlineſs, to whoſe mild — 
The pow'r and pride of nations bow, 
And modeſty, with downcaſt eye, 
That lends the morn her virgin dye, 
And innocence, array di in light. 
And honour, as a tow'r upright; 
With ſweetly. winning graces, more 
Than poets ever dreamt of yore, 
In unaffected conduct free, 1 
All AY liters, three times three, © £65 
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And roſy peace, the cherub bleſs'd, 
That nightly ſings us all to reſt. 
Hence, from the bud of nature's 
prime, 
From the firſt ſtep of in time, 1 
Woman, the world's appointed lebt, 
Has ſkirted ev'ry ſhade with white; 
Has ſtood for imitation high, 
To ev'ry heart and ev*ry-eyey 
From ancient deeds of fair renown, i + 
Has brought her bright memorials * 
To time affx'd perpetual yout̃n, 
And form'd each tale of love — rroth. 
Upon a new Promethean plan, 
She moulds the eſſence of a man, 
Tempers his mals, his genius fires, 
And as a better ſoul inſpires. 
The rude ſhe ſoftens; warms the old 
Exalts the meek and checks the bold, 
Calls Sloth from his ſupine repoſe, 
Within the coward's boſom glows, 
Of Pride unplumes the lofry- creſt, 
Bids baſhful "Merit ſtand confeſs'd, | 
And like coarſe metal from the mines, 4 
Collects, irradiates, and reſines 
The gentle ſcience, ſne imparts, 
All manners ſmooths, informs all hearts; 3 
From her ſweet influence are felt, 
Paſſions an Ar m choughrs that 
melt 1 | 


* 


* 
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To ſtormy rage ſhe bids controul, 

And ſinks ſerenely on the ſoul, 

Softens Deucalion's flinty race, 

And tunes the warring world to peace. 
Thus arm'd to all that's light, and- 
K. | vain, 21 6 WM 

And freed from thy fantaſtic chain, 

She fills the ſphere, by heav'n aſſign'd, 

And ruPd by me, ober- rules mankind. 


He 2 e. The nymph impatient 


And laughing, thus her ſpeech renew'd. 
And pray, Sir, may | be ſo bold 

To hope your pretty tale is told, 

And next demand, without a cavil, 

What new Utapia do you travel: 

Upon my word, theſe high · flown fancies 

Shew depth of learning in romances. 

Why, what unfaſhion'd ſtuff you tell: 


Of buckram dames, and tiptoe fellows !* 
Go, child; and when you're grown ma- 
tue sto bu R i lcfts g 2 
Yow'll ſuit your next opinion furer: | 

O ſuch a pretty knack at painting? 
And all for ſoftning, and for ſainting! 
Gueſs now, who can, a ſingle feature, 
Thro? the whole piece of female nature! 
Then mark! my looſer hand may fit 
The lines, too coarſe for love to hit. BY 

1 Ti , 
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'Tis-ſaid that woman, prone to change 
ing,” 
Thro” all the rounds of folly ranging, 
On life's uneertain ocean riding, 
No reaſon, rule, nor rudder guiding, | 
Is ke the comet's wandring light. | 
Eccentric, ominous, and' bright, 
Tractleſs, and ſhifting as the wind, 
A ſea, whoſe fathom none can find. 
A moon, ſtill changing and revolving, | 
A riddle; paſt all human ſolving,” - 
A bliſs, a plague, a heaven; a en:; | 
A-— ſomething, that no man can tell. 
Now learn 2 cret from a friend, 
But keep your council, and attend. 
Tho in their en e ſo di- 
Nor with their ſex, nor ſelves eber, 
Tis but the difPrence of a name, 
And ev'ry. woman is the ſame. 
For as the world however vary'd, 
And thro' unnumber'd changes carry id, 
Of elemental modes and forms, | 
Clouds, - meteors; 'colours, 'calms' er 
| ſtorms,” any hy 
Tho? in a chouſanch ſulto atray's; i Br 
Is of one ſubject matter made; 
So, Sir, a woman's conſtitution, 
The world's ae n ſolution, 
1A bt: 211 2219 15: And? 
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And let her form he what you will, 
I am the ſubject eſſence ſtilI. 
With the firſt ſpark of female ſenſe, 


The ſpeck of being, I commence, 


Within, the womb make freſn advances, / 
And di&ate-future,gualms, and SIR el 1 
Thence in the growing N 
With childhood travel hand in hand. 
And give à taſte of all their os, N 
In gewgaws,.ratiles,, pomp, {and noiſe. 
And nom Zamiligrrand new. Jo x 
I ſend the flutt xing ul abroad 
Prais'd for her hape, her air, her mein, . 
The little, goddeſs, and the queen. 
Takes at her infant ſhrine, ob lation, 


And drinks {weet draughts of adulatiqn. 
Now blooming, tall, eres and _ 


To dteſs becomes her dauling care; 


The re 


of beauty then l bound. 

e hoop's HN hanted round, N & 
Shrink in the waiſt's deſcending: fize, 
Heav'd in the ſnowy boſom, me,” HA 
High on the floating lappet ſaill ly 10 
Or 3 50010 
Then to her glaſs I lead the fair, 
And ſne w the love idol there, AT 


Where, ſtruck as: by divine emotion, 


She bows with moſt ſincete devotion, 

And numb'ripgievery, beauty Ger. 1 

I bids the world adore. TM 
; "hen 
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Then all for parking, and pateding, 
Coquetting, dancing, maſquerading ; 
For balls, plays, Eurts, and Mu 
what paſſion! n 
And churches, nr the fahi- 
on; 
For woman's ſenſe of right, and I 
Is rul'd by the almighty throng 
Still turns to each meander tame, 
And ſwims, the ſtraw of ev'ry ſtream. 
Her ſoul intrinſic worth rejects, + 
Accompliſh'd only in defects; 
Such excellence is her ambition, 
Folly, her wiſeſt acquiſition, 
And ev'n from pity, and diſdain, 
She'll cull ſome reaſon to be vain. 
Thus, Sir, from eV'ry form, and fea- 
- fur; 
The wealth, and wants of female nature, 
And ev*n from vice, which you'd admire, 
I gather fewel to my fire; 
And on the very baſe of ſhame 
Erect my monument of fame. 
Let me another truth attempt, 
Of which your godſhip has not dreamt, 
Thoſe ſhining virtues, which you mu- 


ſer, 
Whence think you they. Serie their 
nn. ae 


node From 
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From native honour, and devotion? 
O yes, a mighty likely notion ! 


"Truſt me, from titled dames to ſpinners, 


Tis I make ſaints, whoeter makes ſin- 
; ners; 1 


fis I inſtruct them to withdraw, 


And hold preſumptuous man in awe; 
For female worth, as I inſpire, 
In juſt degrees, ſtill mounts the higher, 
And virtue, ſo extremely nice, 
Demands long toil, and mighty price; 
Like Sampſon's pillars, fix'd elate, 
I bear the ſex's tort'ring ſtate 
Sap theſe, and in a moment's ſpace, 
Down finks the fabric to its baſe. 

Alike from titles, and from toys, 


1 ſpring, the fount ef female joys ; 


In ev'ry widow, wife, and mils, 
The ſole artificer of bliſs ; 
For them each tropic l | explore, 


1 cleave the ſand of ev'ry ſhore, 


To them uniting India's ſail, 

Sabea breathes her fartheſt gale: 

For them the. bullion 1 refine, 

Dig ſenle, and virtue from the mine, 

And from the bowels of i Invention, 

Spin our the various arts you mention. 
Nor bliſs alone my pow'rs ;beſtow, 


They hold the ſovereign balm of woe; 
1 | Beyond 
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Beyond the Stoic's boaſted art, 
I ſooth the heavings of the heart. 
'To pain give ſplendor, and relief, 
And gild the pallid face of grief. 
Alike the palace, and the plain 
Admit, the glories of my reign: 
Thro? ev'ry age, in ev'ry nation, 
Taſte, talents, tempers, ſtate, and ſta- 
tion, in 24 
Whate'er a woman ſays, I ſay; 
W hate'er a woman ſpends, I pay; 
Alike 1 fill, and empty bags, 
Flutter in finery, and rags, _ 
Wich light coquets thro? folly range, 
And with the prude diſdain to change. 
And now you'd think, 'twixt you and I. 
That things were ripe for a reply=—— 
But ſoft, and while Pm in the mood, 
Kindly permit me to conclude, -» - 
Their utmoſt mazes to unravel, 
And touch the faireſt ſtep they travel. 
When ev'cy pleaſurc's run aground, 
And folly tir'd thro* many a round. 
The Nymph concetving diſcontent hence 
May ripen to an hour's repentance, 
And vepours, ſhed in pious moiſture, 
Diſmiſs her to a church or cloyſter; 
Then on I lead her, with devotion 
Conſpicuous in her dreſs, and motion, 
| Inſpire 
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Inſpire the heav'nly- breathing air, 
Roll up the lucid eye in pray'r, 
Soften the voice, and in the face 
Look melting harmony and grace. 
Thus far extends my friendly pow'r, 
Nor quits her in her lateſt hour; 

The couch of decent pain ſpread, 
In form recline her Janguid head, 

Her thoughts I methodize in death, 
And part not with her parting breath; 
Then do I ſet, in order bright. 
A length of funeral pomp to ſight, 
The glitt'ring tapers and attire, | 
The plumes, that whiten o'er her bier ; i 
And laſt, preſenting to her eye 
Angelick fineries on high, | 
To ſeenes of painted bliſs 1 waft her, 
And form * heav'n ſhe hopes hereafter, 
| In truth, rejoin'd love's gentle god, 

| Youv'e gone a tedious length of road, 
And ſtrange, in all the toilſome way, 
No houſe of kind refreſhment lay, 
No nymph), whoſe virtues negtee: have 
temptedj, 

To hold her from her ſex exempted. 
For one, we'll never quarrel, man; 
Take her, and keep her, if you can; 
And pleas'd, I yield to your petition, | 
Since ev'ty fair, by fuch permiſſion, - 
Will hold herſelf the one ſelected, 


And ſo my ſyſtem ſtands protected. 
O deaf 


4 
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O deaf to virtue, deaf to glory, | 
To truths divinely vouch'd in ſtory! ! 
The godhead in his zeal return d. 
And kindling at her malice burn'd. 
Then ſweetly rais'd his voice and told 
Of heav'nly nymphs rever'd of old; _ 
Hypſipyle, who 0 led her ſire. 
And Portia's love, approv'd by fire, 
Alike Penelope was quoted, 

Nor laurelbd Daphne paſs'd unnoted, 
Nor Laodamia's fatal garter, | 
Nor fam'd Lucretia, honour's martyr, 
Alceſte's*voluntary ſteel, 

And Catherine; ſmiling on the wheel. 
But who"carn hope to plant conviction = 
Where cavil grows on contradiction? 
Some ſhe evades, or diſavows, 
Demurs to all, and none allows 
A kind of antievt thing call'd Fables! 
And thus theiGoddeſs turn'd the tables. 

Now both in argument grew: meh, 
And choler flaſh'd from either eye; 

Nor wonder each refus'd to yield 
The conqueſt of ſo fair a field. 

When happily cartiv'd'in view 
A Goddeſs whom our grandames knew, 
Of aſpect grave, and ſober gait, 
Majeſtic, awful, and ſedate, 

As heav'n's autumnal eve ſerene, 


When not a cloud o ercaſts the ſcene : | 
a N Once | 
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Once Prudence call'd, a matron fam'd; 
And in old Rome, Cornelia nam'd. 
Quick at a venture, both agree 


To leave their ſtrife to her decre. 


And now by each the facts were ſtated, 
In form and manner as related | 
The caſe was ſhort.” They cray'd opinion; | 
Which held o'er females chief dominion.” 


When thus the goddeſs, anſwering mild, 


Firſt ſnook her gracious head and tmil'd.. 
Alas, how lice to e 

Yet hom unfit a judge am 11 

In times of golden date, tis ges: 

I ſhar'd the fickle ſex with. you 

But from their preſence long ar ey 

Or held as one, whoſe form intruded, | 

Full fifty annual ſuns can tell, 


Prudence has bid the ſex farewell. 


In this dilemma what to do. I 
Or who to think of, 1 bn. 
For both ſtill biaſs'd in opinion, | 
And arrogant of ſole dominion, 


Were force'd to hold the caſe compound- 


ed, 
Or leave the quarrel where they found it. 
When in the nick, a rural fair, 
Of 1 inexperienc 'd gait, and air. 
Who ne'er had crols'd the. weigh bring 
lake, 
Nor ſeen the world, breed a make, 
With 
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With cambrick coif, and kerchief clean, 
Tript lightly by them Oer the gteen. 
Now, now! cry'd Love's triumphant child, 
And at approaching conquelt ſmid, 
If Vanity will once be guided, | 10 DI 
Our diff rence ſoon may be decided; 
Behold yon wench, a fit occaſionn 
To try your force of gay perſuaſion 
Go you, while I retire aloof. 
Go, put thoſe boaſted paw*rs to proof; 
And if your prevalence of art 
Tranſcends my yet. unerring dart, 
I. give the fav rite conteſt: o'er, 
And ne'er will boaſt my empire more. 
At once, ſo ſaid, and ſo conſented ; 
And well our goddeſs ſeem'd contented, , 
Nor pauſing made a moment's ſtand,. 
Bur trip't and took the girl in hand. 
Meanwhile the;godhead, unalarm'd, 
As one to each occaſion arm'd, 
Forth from his quiver cull'd a dart, 
That erſt had wounded many a heart; 
Then bending, drew it te the head; 
The bow-ſtring twang'd, the arrow fled, 
And, to her ſecret ſoul addreſs'd, , 
Transfix'd the whiteneſs of her breaſt. 
But here the dame, whoſe guardian 
care, 
Had to a moment watch'd the fair, 


At 
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Ar onoꝰ ber pocket mirror rev; 
| And held the wonder full in view; 
| As quickly range'd in order bright, 
| A thouſand beauties ruſh to'fight, 
; A world of charms till now unknown, 
A wotld reveaFd to her alone z: 
\ _ Enraptur'dſtands'the love-ſick maid, 
| Suſpended o'er the darling ſhade, 11401 
| Here only fixes to admire,” 1 6 
Nas pn evry fond defire. | 3 104 5) 
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